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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Members  p lease  take  2 

the i r  sea t .  3 

 P lease  r i se  fo r  the  P ledge  o f  A l leg iance ,  4 

wh ich  w i l l  be  l ed  by  Leg is la to r  Den ise  Ford .  5 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  6 

rec i ted . )  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We have to  - -  we  8 

recessed  the  las t  meet ing  o f  t he  l eg is la tu r e ,  so  9 

we  have to  ad jou rn  tha t  meet ing .  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  14 

 A l l  in  f avor  o f  ad journ ing  p lease say  15 

aye.  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 We s tand  ad journed .  18 

 Now we ' l l  ca l l  t he  spec ia l  mee t ing  to  19 

o rde r .    20 

 Mr .  C le rk ,  wou ld  you  p lease ca l l  t he  21 

ro l l ?  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  23 

Gonsa lves?  24 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  25 
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 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  2 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  3 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  5 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  7 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    Here .   8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .   10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  11 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  13 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    P resent .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  15 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  17 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  19 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  21 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  23 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )    4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  5 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -7 

Wh i t ton?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Lead er  Abrahams?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )    13 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  14 

Schmi t t?  15 

 LEGISLATOR SCHMITT :      He re .   And  16 

Leg is la to r  Dunne  i s  in  the  back  room.   We c an 17 

whee l  h im ou t  t o  answer  the  quorum ca l l  i f  t ha t ' s  18 

necessary .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum w i thout  20 

h im.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What  i s  i t ?  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  want  h im  on the  24 

reco rd  as  a t tend ing .   Doesn ' t  he  have the  25 
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m ic rophone?  2 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  Leg is la to r  Dunne 3 

i s  i n  h i s  seat .  4 

 Okay .   We have a  ha l f  hour  o f  pub l ic  5 

comment  be fo re  the  s ta r t  o f  every  meet ing .   Mr .  6 

C lerk ,  wou ld  you  exp la in  the  ru les  o f  pub l i c  7 

comment ,  and  then I ' l l  ca l l  t he  f i rs t  speak er ,  8 

p lease .  9 

 CLERK MULLER:    Each  speaker  i s  en t i t l ed  10 

to  speak  fo r  th ree  m inutes .   A f te r  t h ree  min utes  11 

I ' l l  be  on  the  m ic rophone.   Maybe I ' l l  s tan d  up  12 

th is  t ime and  say  your  th ree  m inutes  have 13 

exp i red .   You ' l l  w rap up  you r  po in t  and the n  14 

we ' l l  move  on  to  the  nex t  speaker .   We ' re  g o ing  15 

to  t ry  to  ge t  as  many speakers  i n  as  poss ib le .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  17 

 I  wou ld  ask  the  speaker ' s  indu lgence  to  18 

l e t  us  t ry  to  keep  to  tha t  schedu le .  19 

 F i rs t  speakers  a re  Ash ley  Accompera  and 20 

Sara  Loyo la .   I  apo log ize  i f  I  m ispronounce  21 

anybody ' s  name.  22 

 MS.  TRIOLA:    My  name is  Sarah  T r io la ,  23 

and I 'm a  s tuden t  o f  Har r i e t  E isman Communi t y  24 

Schoo l .   And  the  communi ty  schoo l  i s  t he  ac ademic  25 
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componen t  o f  Long Beach Reach .   I  come f rom  a  2 

b roken  fam i l y ,  and  I  don ' t  ge t  a long  w i th  a nyone  3 

there .   And Har r ie t  E i sman  i s  one o f  my seco nd  4 

homes.   I  look  fo rward  to  go ing  there  a l l  t he  5 

t ime .   I t ' s  very  home- l i ke ,  and there  is  mu tua l  6 

respec t  w i th  eve ryone.   I  rea l l y  don ' t  want  th is  7 

to  be  shut  down  because peop le  can ' t ,  l i ke ,  8 

because the  budget  can ' t  be  cont ro l l ed  o r ,  l i ke ,  9 

o rgan ized proper ly .   I f  Ha r r i e t  E i sman  was t o  10 

shut  down,  I  don ' t  know where  I  wou ld  go .   I t  i s  11 

l i ke  my second home,  and  they ' re  a l l  my fam i ly .   12 

And I  rea l l y  don ' t  wan t  anyone  to  shut  t h is  down .  13 

 MS.  ACCOMPERA:   My  name is  Ash ley  14 

Accompera .   I  go  to  Har r ie t  E i sman ,  and I  sh ou ld  15 

be  g raduat ing  i n  Augus t .   Bu t  w i thou t  the  m oney 16 

to  suppor t  I ,  I  won ' t  be  ab le  to  g raduate .  17 

 Har r ie t  E i sman - -  ou r  schoo l  i s  l i ke  a  18 

fami ly .   Eve ryone,  i f  you ' re  hav ing  a  bad d ay ,  19 

everyone  suppor t s  you.   I f  t he  schoo l  shut  down,  20 

I  p robab ly  wou ldn ' t  be  g radua t ing .   I  mean,  today  21 

i s  my b i r thday  and  I 'm  here  because I  ca re  so  22 

much  about  th is  schoo l .  23 

 Thank you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   And Happy 25 
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B i r thday .  2 

 Samantha  D iGeron imo.  3 

 MS.  DIGERONIMO:    He l l o .   My  name is  4 

Samantha  D iGeron imo.   I  g radua ted in  2008 f rom 5 

Har r ie t  E i sman Communi ty  Scho o l ,  wh ich  i s  an  6 

academic  component  o f  the  Long  Beach  Reach.   I  am 7 

23  yea rs  o ld ,  I  am a  s ing le  mo ther ,  and I 'm  a  8 

fo rmer  d rug  add ic t .   I  have l i ved  in  a  very  9 

b roken  home w i th  a  very  dys func t iona l  fami l y .   A t  10 

13  I  was  d iagnosed  w i th  pan ic  anx ie ty  d i sor der  11 

and agoraphob ia .   And to  main ta in  tha t ,  I  w as  12 

se l f  med ica t i ng  jus t  t o  keep  eve ry th ing  und er  13 

cont ro l .  14 

 I  was  go ing  to  a  t yp ica l  h igh  schoo l  and  15 

I  jus t  cou ldn ' t  hand le  the  p ressures  o f  i t .   A t  16 

15  I  d ropped  ou t ,  and us ing  d rugs  jus t  cons umed 17 

every th ing  abou t  me.   I  was  i n fo rmed  about  the  18 

schoo l  i n  Long  Beach ,  and was  re fe r red  to  sp eak 19 

w i th  the  p r inc ipa l ,  Ju l i e .   And I  d id  my  in take  20 

and I  was  accep ted .   A t  18  ye a rs  o ld  I  g radu ated ,  21 

100 pe rcen t  sober ,  I  had  go t ten  my  d ip loma w i th  22 

the  he lp  o f  be ing  assoc ia ted  w i th  Long  Beac h  23 

Reach.   I  had  gone  to  counse l i ng  the re ,  and  they  24 

a re  ve ry  i n  synch w i th  Har r i e t  E isman.   The y  work  25 
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w i th  a l l  t he  s tudents  there  and have  a  very  good  2 

re la t i onsh ip .   3 

 R igh t  be fo re  I  g raduated  I  f ound  ou t  I  4 

was pregnant ,  and Ju l i e  had once  aga in  re fe r red  5 

me  to  Long  Beach  Reach  and  to  the  counse l in g  6 

center  to  dea l  w i th  my  p regnancy ,  to  con t in ue to  7 

dea l  w i th  be ing  sober ,  and  a  s t rugg le  w i th  be ing  8 

a  s ing le  mom.   To  shut  t h i s  s choo l  down,  to  shut  9 

schoo ls  and fac i l i t i es  l i ke  th is  down fo r  10 

s tuden ts  l i ke  me  who  cou ldn ' t  dea l  w i th  go i ng  to  11 

a  typ i ca l  h igh  schoo l ,  who  cou ldn ' t  dea l  w i th  the  12 

s t ress  and  the  p ressures  o f  i t  a l l ,  and the n  to  13 

ge t  p regnant ,  i t  was  a  l o t .   I  had  the  wond er fu l  14 

suppor t  o f  my  teachers  and  my  pr inc ipa l  and  15 

everybody a t  Long Beach Reach .   And w i thout  tha t  16 

schoo l  and  w i thout  t hose  fac i l i t ies  I  wou ld n ' t  be  17 

he re  today .   I  wou ldn ' t  be  s tand ing  up  here  to  be  18 

ab le  to  speak  on  beha l f  o f  my  teachers .   Eve n the  19 

cu r ren t  s tudents  who  s t rugg le  w i th  wha t  the y  go  20 

th rough - -  and  I  wou ldn ' t  have  my d ip loma.  21 

 And,  so  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  thank  Ju l i e  fo r  22 

every th ing  she has  done fo r  me  and  my teach er  23 

Rober t  and  the  res t  o f  t he  teachers  there  w ho 24 

have  made such an  impact  on  o u r  l i ves .   Fou r  25 
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years  la te r ,  I 'm  s t i l l  s tand ing  he re  eve ry  week 2 

f i gh t i ng  w i th  them.  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 Mar t in  Man ion .  6 

 MR.  MANION:     Good a f te rnoon ,  7 

Leg is la to rs .   My  name is  Mar t i n  Man ion .   I ,  too ,  8 

am par t  o f  t he  recovery  fami l y .   I  am an  9 

a l coho l i c  and  an  add ic t .   F i r s t  and fo remos t ,  I ' d  10 

l i ke  to  thank  the  pane l .   I ' d  l i ke  to  thank  the  11 

pane l  fo r  sav ing  my l i fe .   Because  i f  you  p eop le  12 

a re  respons ib le  fo r  the  budge t  and  the  budg e t  13 

cu ts ,  I  thank  you fo r  no t  cu t t ing  the  budge t  14 

sooner ,  because  you are  look ing  a t  a  l i f e  t ha t  15 

you a l l  saved .   Beh ind  me the re  are  probab l y  many 16 

more  l i ves  tha t  you have  saved  by  no t  mak in g  17 

budget  cu ts  tha t  a f fec t  the  p rog rams  tha t  h e lp  18 

the  peop le  w i th  add ic t ion .  19 

 I  cou ld  te l l  you  a  l o t  o f  war  s to r ies  bu t  20 

I 'm no t  because  most  o f  them a re  very  ho r r i f i c .   21 

And anyone  tha t  knows any th ing  about  add ic t i on ,  22 

any  loved ones ,  fami ly  members ,  re la t i ves ,  23 

f r iends ,  i t ' s  a  ho r r ib le  th ing .   I t ' s  a  hor r ib le  24 

th ing  to  w i tness  and  no t  f ee l  tha t  you  have  any  25 
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cont ro l  over  he lp ing  the  peop le .   Bu t  what  I  do  2 

ask  is  t ha t  you  cons ider  you r  though ts  be fo re  you 3 

make  any  cu ts  to  the  p rograms  tha t  he lp  tho se 4 

tha t  a re  add ic ted  because they  do  he lp .   Th ey  5 

g i ve  an  avenue o f  hope ,  they  g ive  an  avenue  o f  6 

be l i e f  t o  the  a f fec ted  person  tha t  t he re  is  a  way 7 

ou t ,  t he re  i s  a  way ou t  o f  t ha t  da rk ,  d i sma l ,  8 

b lack  ho le .  9 

 I ' ve  re -en te red  soc ie ty ,  I ' l l  use  those 10 

te rms.   I ’m ga in fu l l y  employed .   I 'm  rebu i l d ing  11 

my  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  my  fam i l y ,  a l t hough i t  12 

doesn ' t  happen ove rn igh t ,  i t ' s  one  s tep  a t  a  13 

t ime .    14 

 Aga in ,  I  wan t  to  thank  you  s ince re ly  fo r  15 

he lp ing  me  move  fo rward .   And  I  do  hope you  g i ve  16 

i t  some grea t  cons idera t ion  be fo re  you  take  any  17 

budget  cu ts  tha t  wou ld  a f fec t  the  fund ing  a nd the  18 

he lp ing  o f  o the r  human  be ings  th rough the  19 

p rog rams  tha t  he lp  add ic t i on .  20 

 Thank you.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  22 

 Jackson Ch in .  23 

 MR.  CHIN:    Good  a f te rnoon  County  24 

Leg is la to rs .   My  name is  Jackson  Ch in .   I 'm  an  25 
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a t to rney  w i th  La t i no  Jus t i ce  PRLDEF,  and  I ' m  here  2 

to  bo th  make  two  po in ts .   F i r s t  i s  we are  3 

i n i t ia t i ng  a  red is t r i c t i ng  re fo rm coa l i t ion  fo r  4 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  red i s t r i c t i ng  process .   A nd fo r  5 

those o f  us  i n  the  room,  I  see  approx ima te l y  400  6 

peop le  w i th  s igns  who are  a l l  concerned abo u t  the  7 

l oss  o f  fund ing  to  the i r  p rog rams,  c r i t i ca l  8 

p rog rams  to  you th  and the  e lde r l y ,  and  those  9 

seek ing  d i sab i l i t y  suppor t .  10 

 We make the  po in t  tha t  t he  red is t r i c t i ng  11 

p rocess  he re  has  gone th rough  some very  te r r ib le  12 

exper iences ,  and  we want  to  reach ou t  to  th e  13 

pub l ic ,  to  th is  commun i t y ,  and  to  th is  14 

Leg is la tu re  so  tha t  you do  no t  ho ld  hos tage  15 

impor tan t  leg is la t ion  tha t  se rves  your  16 

cons t i tuen ts ,  t o  the  ones  espec ia l l y  who  ha ve the  17 

most  vu lne rab le  needs in  th i s  coun ty .   Do n o t  18 

ho ld  hos tage  you r  need  to  vo te  you r  consc ie nce  19 

and to  you r  cons t i tuency  because  o f  the  20 

red i s t r i c t ing  dynamics  tha t  a re  in  the  21 

background .   Much o f  t h i s  i s  descr ibed  in  t he  22 

Newsday  ed i to r i a l  tha t  I  be l i eve  came ou t  t o day .   23 

I 'm no t  he re  to  po in t  f i ngers  a t  any  po l i t i ca l  24 

pa r t y .   Bu t  we a re  a l l  here  respons ib le .    25 
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 And we ,  as  a  coa l i t i on  o f  La t i no  Jus t i ce ,  2 

Common Cause  New York ,  t he  Long Is land  C iv i c  3 

Par t i c ipa t ion  P ro jec t ,  and  o thers ,  we are  4 

concerned about  your  dec is ion  mak ing .   We a re  5 

concerned tha t  you  mee t  your  l ega l  ob l iga t i ons  6 

and du t ies  as  l eg i s la to rs .   Bu t  p lease  do  n o t  7 

confuse the  need  to  do  wha t  you have  to  do  t o  8 

p ro tec t  and p rov ide  se rv ices  to  th is  commun i ty ,  9 

and don ' t  you  l i nk  i t  w i th  the  red is t r i c t in g  10 

p rocess ,  wh ich  we know i s  comp l i ca ted .   And  we  11 

a re  he re  to  o f fe r  tha t  suppor t  t o  th is  comm uni ty  12 

and to  th i s  coun ty  l eg is la tu re .  13 

 Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you  ve ry  much.  15 

 Andrew Maleko f f .  16 

 MR.  MALEKOFF:    He l l o .   My  name is  Andrew 17 

Ma leko f f .   I  l i ve  in  Long Beach,  and  I 'm  th e  18 

execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  Nor th  Shore  Ch i l d  and  19 

Fami ly  Gu idance  Center ,  a  ch i l d ren 's  men ta l  20 

hea l th  agency .   F i rs t ,  I  wou ld  j us t  l i ke  to  thank  21 

the  young peop le  and  o lder  fo l ks  tha t  spoke  22 

be fo re  me,  tha t  spoke so  e loquen t l y  abou t  t he i r  23 

own exper iences  and abou t  the  he lp  tha t  the y  24 

rece ived  and  the  suppor t  t ha t  they  rece ive  on  an  25 
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ongo ing  bas i s .  2 

 I  know tha t  f o l ks  up  here  car e  about  3 

ch i l d ren  as  we l l .   Many o f  you  have Faceboo ks  and 4 

your  Facebooks  a re  pub l i c  and  there  are  pho tos  o f  5 

you and your  ch i ld ren  and grandch i ld ren ,  n i eces  6 

and nephews tha t  I  know you wou ld  do  any th i ng  fo r  7 

to  make them hea l thy ,  happy,  and  sa fe .   And  I  8 

know when you  look  a t  your  ch i ld ren ,  9 

g randch i ld ren ,  nephews ,  and n ieces  tha t  you  can 10 

see the  faces  o f  a l l  ch i ld ren .   And so  tha t ' s  why 11 

I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  no t  on ly  f rom a  so r t  o f  emo t iona l  12 

pe rspec t ive ,  bu t  f rom a  prac t i ca l  pe rspec t i ve ,  i f  13 

there ' s  any  sense as  to  what  the  cu ts  tha t  a re  14 

be ing  proposed o r  p romised  on  Ju ly  6  w i l l  15 

genera te  i n  te rms o f  add i t iona l  cos t .    16 

 So  to  do  tha t ,  I 'd  l i ke  to  ask  i f  you  17 

know how much  i t  cos ts  a  yea r  to  house  an  i nmate  18 

i n  Nassau County  j a i l .   Does  anybody  know?  I t ' s  19 

$86,000.   $86,000 a  year .   I  go t  t ha t  in fo rm at ion  20 

f rom the  cor rec t iona l  fac i l i t y .   Jus t  in  on e  o f  21 

ou r  cu ts  a lone,  wh ich  is  $72 ,000  fo r  our  ch emica l  22 

dependency  p rog ram,  tha t ' s  l ess  than  i t  wou ld  23 

cos t  t o  house  one inmate  i n  the  co r rec t i ona l  24 

fac i l i t y  f o r  a  yea r .   S ince  2 009 ,  i f  you  loo k  a t  25 
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robber ies ,  bu rg la r ies ,  possess ion  o f  con t ro l led  2 

subs tances ,  and  dr iv ing  wh i l e  in tox i ca ted ,  t he re  3 

have  been 17 ,000  conv ic t ions .   How many mor e  4 

conv ic t i ons  and  how many  more  days  i n  count y  j a i l  5 

do  you  th ink  the re  w i l l  be  i f  th is  fund ing  i s  cu t  6 

on  Ju l y  6?   I  ask  you to  work  toge ther .   I  ask  7 

you to  th ink  about  you r  own ch i l d ren ,  8 

g randch i ld ren ,  n ieces ,  and  nephews ,  and abo u t  the  9 

add i t i ona l  cos t  tha t  w i l l  be  i ncur red  to  th e  10 

coun ty .   And  I  ask  you  who  w i l l  pay  fo r  tha t?   11 

Who wi l l  pay  fo r  t he  add i t iona l  cos ts  to  ho use  12 

add i t i ona l  peop le  in  j a i l?   I  guess  there 's  13 

rea l l y  no t  an  answer  because  i t  hasn ' t  happ ened 14 

ye t .   Bu t  i t  w i l l  happen ,  be l i eve  me ,  i f  th ese  15 

p rog rams  and  these  v i t a l  serv i ces  are  cu t .  16 

 Thank you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  18 

 Joseph  Smi th .  19 

 MR.  SMITH:    Joseph Smi th ,  Execu t i ve  20 

D i rec tor  o f  Long  Beach  Reach .  21 

 You 've  heard  f rom young peop le .   You 've  22 

heard  f rom adu l t s  who have  been a f fec ted .   You 've  23 

heard  f rom p rog ram d i rec to rs .   You 've  heard  f rom 24 

a l l  o f  us  many t imes .   Wha t ' s  happen ing  is  25 
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unacceptab le .   Wha t  i s  happen ing  has  go t  to  s top .   2 

We canno t  con t inue  to  ho ld  the  l i ves  o f  3 

youngs te rs  hos tage .   We canno t  con t inue to  ho ld  4 

the  l i ves  o f  fam i l ies  and the  sa fe ty  and  se cur i t y  5 

i n  our  commun i t i es  hos tage .   The re  has  go t  t o  be  6 

an  answer .   The re  has  go t  to  be  a  so lu t i on .  7 

 We have proposed  - -  and I  be l i eve  tha t  8 

you ' ve  a l l  been  in fo rmed  - -  t ha t  we have  pro posed 9 

a  compromise ,  a  s imp le  so lu t i on .   There  hav e  been 10 

iden t i f i ed  fund  ba lances  o r  cont ingency  fun ds  11 

tha t  can  be  used  to  suppor t  and do  wha t  need s to  12 

be  done.   The re  is  bond ing  tha t  can be  appr oved.   13 

There  are  o ther  revenues ,  o the r  sav ings  tha t  can  14 

be  found .   Bu t  you  have go t  t o  come toge the r  and  15 

you have  go t  to  say  tha t  t he  surv i va l  o f  ou r  16 

commun i t ies ,  the  suppor t s  and  resources  tha t  t ake  17 

ca re  o f  young  peop le ,  tha t  t ake  ca re  o f  peo p le  18 

who cannot  do  fo r  themse lves ,  tha t  t ha t  i s  t he  19 

p r io r i t y .   That  i s  why  we have  a  government .   20 

That  i s  why we have the  se rv i ces  tha t  have 21 

evo lved and been  put  i n  p lace  over  these  la s t  40  22 

years .   To  d i smant le  tha t ,  to  th row your  han ds  up  23 

and say  because  th is  one  so lu t ion ,  t h i s  one  idea  24 

has  no t  been  accep ted by  the  o ther  s ide  is  no t  25 
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acceptab le .   You 've  go t  to  come toge ther .  2 

 Po l i t i cs  has  been g i ven a  ve ry  bad  name.   3 

The fac t  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s  i t ' s  a t  the  co re  o f  ou r  4 

democracy .   And  a t  t he  core  o f  t ha t  i s  5 

compromise .   A t  the  co re  o f  ou r  democracy  i s  6 

peop le  coming  toge ther  w i th  d i f f e ren t  ideas  and 7 

be ing  ab le  to  speak ra t i ona l l y  and  work  8 

co l l abora t ive ly  and f i nd  so lu t ions .   Tha t  i s  why  9 

each  and  eve ry  one  o f  you were  e lec ted  to  10 

represen t  us ,  and tha t  i s  why  we  expec t  tha t  you  11 

w i l l  no t  l eave th i s  chamber  un t i l  you  f i nd  a  12 

so lu t i on .   And i t  won ' t  be  the  one  so lu t ion  tha t  13 

you migh t  l i ke  i t  to  be .   I t ' s  go ing  to  hav e  to  14 

be  a  b lend .   I t ' s  go ing  to  have to  be  a  15 

comb inat ion  o f  i deas .   But  ou t  o f  tha t  can come 16 

c rea t i ve  so lu t i ons .  17 

 Severa l  years  ago,  th i s  leg i s la tu re  took  18 

a  bo ld  s tep  and  sa id  we w i l l  no  longer  cons ide r  19 

young peop le  and  fam i l ies  d i sc re t i onary ,  an d  you  20 

es tab l i shed a  ded ica ted  fund ing  s t ream to  s uppor t  21 

those se rv ices ;  the  idea  be ing  tha t  the  wh i m o f  22 

po l i t i cs ,  o r  the  wh im o f  t he  moment ,  o r  the  23 

c r is is  o f  the  moment  w i l l  no t  resu l t  i n  the  24 

d i sman t l ing  o f  a  sys tem tha t  i s  so  p rec ious  to  25 
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ou r  commun i t i es .   Bu t  a  few weeks  ago,  you took  2 

what  I  be l ieve  to  be  a  very ,  very  seve re  s t ep  3 

backwards  when you  resc inded  tha t  commi tmen t  - -  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 5 

exp i red .  6 

 MR.  SMITH:     t ha t  commi tmen t  tha t  a l l  19  7 

o f  you  made jus t  a  few  years  ago .   And  I  as k  you  8 

to  recons ide r  tha t .   And ,  mos t  impor tan t ly ,  to  9 

s i t  toge ther  and  commi t  yourse lves  to  f i nd  a  10 

so lu t i on .  11 

 Thank you.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pa t  Boy le .  13 

 MR.  BOYLE:    He l lo  aga in .   My  name i s  Pa t  14 

Boy le .   I  wo rk  w i th  Ga teway Youth  Ou t reach in  15 

E lmont ,  and I 'm  a l so  rep resen t ing  the  Coa l i t ion  16 

o f  You th  Serv ice  Agenc ies .  17 

 How many  o f  you  up  the re  - -  a nd you ' re  18 

do ing  a  grea t  j ob  o f  ho ld ing  back  your  comm ents  19 

so  tha t  we  can ge t  i t  in ;  I  apprec ia te  tha t .   Bu t  20 

j us t  a  show o f  hands ,  how many  up  there  are  21 

soc ia l  worke rs?   I  d idn ' t  th ink  so .   How ma ny are  22 

psycho log is t s  o r  psych ia t r i s t s  o r  anybody wh o can 23 

do  any th ing  abou t  tha t?    24 

 My  po in t  w i th  a l l  o f  t ha t  i s ,  i s  t ha t  25 
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un fo r tunate l y ,  and  they  d id  a  g rea t  job  o f  i t ,  2 

bu t  the  k ids  come up  here  and  adu l ts  come u p  here  3 

and they  spew the i r  p rob lems  out  t o  you and  they  4 

s ta r t  ta lk ing  to  you  about  th i s  i s  wha t  happ ened  5 

to  me,  th i s  i s  wha t  my  l i f e ;  t ha t ' s  no t  you r  j ob .   6 

Your  j ob  i s  no t  to  have to  l i s ten  to  tha t .   7 

That 's  my job .   That 's  a  l o t  o f  peop le  ou t  here ' s  8 

j obs .   And  we  do  those  jobs  damn we l l ,  beca use  we 9 

do  have grea t  k ids  l i ke  th is  who  come ou t  o f  10 

th is .  11 

 The fac t  t ha t  we ' re  do ing  ou r  jobs  means  12 

tha t  i t  wou ld  be  fa i r  tha t  you  do  yours .   A nd 13 

your  j ob  i s  t o  be  ab le  to  he lp  f ind  the  fun d ing  14 

to  make su re  tha t  we  can  do  th is .   Th ink  ab out  15 

i t .   We ' re  rea l l y  ac tua l l y  do ing  a  l o t  o f  t he  16 

coun ty 's  work ,  i f  you  rea l l y  t h ink  about  i t ,  17 

because we ' re  he lp ing  to  p ro tec t  t hese  k ids ,  as  18 

Mr .  Ma leko f f  sa id  be fo re ,  f rom get t i ng  i n to  a  19 

sys tem tha t ' s  go ing  to  cos t  you a  he l l  o f  a  lo t  20 

more  than the  sys tem tha t  you  have  in  p lace .   And 21 

I  know you  know th is .   I  know you know tha t  i t ' s  22 

commonsense.   Bu t  I  don ' t  wan t  any  more  k id s  o r  23 

adu l ts  o r  anybody e l se  to  have  to  come befo re  you 24 

and spew out  the i r  p rob lems.   Le t  them come  to  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  22 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

us .   Le t  t he  peop le  who can rea l l y  he lp  the m,  2 

he lp  them.   Th is ,  to  me,  i s  s imp ly  a  common sense  3 

approach  to  ge t t ing  th is  who le  th ing  done.    4 

 And I  know Judge  Semenga  (phonet ic )  to ld  5 

me  many years  ago,  son ,  you use commonsense  and 6 

po l i t i cs  i n  the  same sen tence  and you ' re  wa s t ing  7 

your  b rea th .   Bu t ,  a t  the  same t ime,  whe the r  tha t  8 

be  t rue  or  no t ,  you  need  to  b e  ab le  to  rea l l y  9 

s tep  up  to  the  p la te  now and  get  t h i s  done and  10 

ge t  i t  done soon .   Ju l y  5  i s  coming qu icker  than  11 

we  know i t .   Communi t i es  a re  go ing  to  be  hu r t .   12 

Each  one  o f  you r  communi t i es  a re  go ing  to  b e  13 

hu r t .   And  I  don ' t  wan t  these  k ids  o r  adu l t s  14 

hav ing  to  come to  you fo r  adv i ce ;  I  want  the m 15 

coming  to  me .  16 

 Thanks .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Dav id  Goodman.  18 

 MR.  GOODMAN:    Good a f te rnoon .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  20 

 MR.  GOODMAN:    My name i s  Dave  Goodman.   21 

I 'm he re  to  speak on  beha l f  o f  t he  you th  ce n te rs .   22 

And a f te r  be ing  he re ,  I ' l l  speak  fo r  eve ryb ody  23 

because everybody needs he lp .  24 

 My  fam i l y  has  l i ved  in  Nassau  Coun ty  25 
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s ince  1987 .   I  am a  re t i red  New York  C i t y  2 

co r rec t i on  warden.   Dur ing  my  24  yea rs  o f  3 

se rv ice ,  I  was  honored  to  be  ass igned as  th e  4 

ac t i ng  ch ie f  respons ib le  fo r  a  mul t i -m i l l ion  c i t y  5 

budget .   Dur ing  a  f i ve  yea r  pe r iod ,  we  in t r oduced 6 

success fu l  educa t ion  p rograms ,  rehabs,  educ a t ion ,  7 

every th ing  to  he lp  these  young  ch i ld ren .   Th e 8 

rec id i v i sm ra te ,  p roved to  be  e f fec t ive ,  p r ograms 9 

work ,  bu i l d  commun i t ies  and save  taxpayers '  10 

money.  11 

 A t  11  years  o ld ,  my fa ther  d ied .   I  made  12 

a  cho ice  to  take  advan tage  o f  a f te rnoon sch oo l  13 

p rog rams  and  jo in  a  youth  cen ter .   The  yout h  14 

center  kep t  me  focused  and  ou t  o f  t roub le .   15 

H icksv i l le  Youth  Serv i ces  se rv ices  approx im a te ly  16 

500 ch i l d ren  a  yea r .   Tu to r ing  i s  conduc ted  17 

Monday  th ru  F r iday ,  spor ts  ac t iv i t ies  a l so  a re  18 

ava i lab le .   A  summer  rec rea t ion  ca lendar ,  19 

i nc lud ing  t r i ps  w i l l  be  ava i l ab le  fo r  the  en t i re  20 

summer ;  th is  i s  a t  a  very  low  cos t ,  keep ing  these 21 

young ch i l d ren  o f f  t he  s t ree t ,  ou t  o f  t roub le ,  22 

and ou t  o f  j a i l .   A l l  o f  t h i s  i s  accompl ish ed 23 

w i th  a  p ro fess iona l  s ta f f  o f  s ix  members  an d  30  24 

vo lun tee rs .   I  be l ieve  the  you th  cen te rs  a r e  the  25 
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founda t ion  fo r  t he  fu tu re .  2 

 Toge ther ,  the  Nassau  Repub l i cans  and  3 

Democra ts  can  work  togethe r  to  keep ou r  ch i l d ren  4 

sa fe ,  focused  on  educa t ion ,  spor ts ,  and mak e  5 

Nassau  County  the  bes t  p lace  to  l i ve .   P lea se 6 

cont inue  to  suppor t  ou r  ch i l d ren  and  g ive  t hem 7 

every  oppor tun i t y  to  succeed.  8 

 I  thank  you very  much fo r  you r  suppor t .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  10 

 Jamie  Bogenshutz .  11 

 MS.  BOGENSHUTZ:    Good  a f te rnoon .   My 12 

name i s  Jamie  Bogenshu tz .   I  am the  execut i ve  13 

d i rec tor  a t  YES Commun i t y  Counse l i ng  Cen ter .   We  14 

a re  loca ted  in  Massapequa.   W e t rea t  t he  fam i l ies  15 

and ch i l d ren  o f  Massapequa ,  P la inedge,  16 

Fa rm ingda le ,  Lev i t town ,  and I s land  T rees .  17 

 I ’m no t  qu i te  su re  wha t  to  say ,  wh ich  18 

hasn ' t  been sa id  a l ready  to  a l l  o f  you .   We  are  19 

a t  such a  c ross roads .   We have  spent  the  pas t  30  20 

years ,  many o f  us  in  th i s  room,  work ing  so  very  21 

ha rd ,  t i re less l y ,  to  c rea te  a  sys tem tha t  k eeps  22 

ou r  commun i t i es  sa fe ,  tha t  keep ou r  k ids  sa fe ,  23 

tha t  keep ou r  k ids  hea l thy ,  t ha t  keep ou r  24 

fami l i es  i n tac t ,  and  you  a re  about  to  le t  i t  go  25 
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down  the  to i l e t ,  and  I  don ' t  unders tand how .   I  2 

don ' t  unders tand .  3 

 Week  a f te r  week  we  come be fo re  you .   As  4 

Pa t  ment ioned ,  we have  our  c l i en ts  come bef o re  5 

you,  we have  ou r  fam i l ies  come before  you.   They  6 

speak o f  t he i r  hea r t .   They  speak o f  t he i r  l oss .   7 

They  speak  o f  t he i r  exper ience .   Yet ,  I 'm s t i l l  8 

s tand ing  here  begg ing  you to  f ind  a  way to  make 9 

th is  work .   And  I  don ' t  know any  o ther  way to  ge t  10 

you to  hea r  th i s .  11 

 We submi t ted  to  you what  we be l i eve  to  be  12 

a  ve ry  fa i r  compromise .   But  i t  means jus t  t ha t ,  13 

i t ' s  a  compromise .   I t  means  tha t  bo th  s ide s  have 14 

to  g ive  in  a  l i t t l e  b i t .   And  the  ou tcome - -  our  15 

unders tand ing  o f  t he  ou tcome i s  tha t  i t  wou ld  be  16 

so  wor th  you r  wh i l e  and so  wor th  the  wh i le  o f  17 

every  c i t i zen  tha t  l i ves  i n  Nassau  County .  18 

 I  was  go ing  th rough my  bag  th i s  morn ing  19 

and I  found th i s  p in .   Some o f  you  back  her e  20 

m igh t  remember  th i s  p in .   I  don ' t  know i f  y ou  can 21 

see th is  p in .   Th i s  p in  came about  i n  the  y ear  22 

2000 ,  when  the  l eg is la tu re ,  i n  the i r  w isdom ,  23 

dec ided tha t  they  were  go ing  to  de fund  our  24 

sys tem.   And  you  t r i ed ,  bu t  i t  d idn ' t  wo rk .   25 
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We ' re  g ra te fu l  i t  d idn ' t  work .   And I 'm jus t  2 

p ray ing  tha t  we  don ' t  have  to  go  th rough  th i s  3 

aga in .   Come Ju ly  5 ,  come Ju ly  6  tha t  you a l low 4 

us  to  do  wha t  we  do bes t ,  we  do  save  l i ves .   Our  5 

t rea tmen t  works .   We see  i t  every  s ing le  da y .   6 

P lease  remember  why you go t  i n to  th i s  bus in ess .   7 

I  have  to  be l ieve  we  sha re  a  commonsense  o f  we  8 

came in to  th i s  bus iness  because we  be l ieved  in  9 

peop le ,  we  be l i eved we  can  change l i ves  i f  we d id  10 

the  r i gh t  th ings  a l l  t he  t ime .  11 

 I 'm ask ing  you once aga in  on  beha l f  o f  12 

a l l  o f  us  in  th i s  room,  on  beha l f  o f  a l l  o f  those 13 

k ids  and  fam i l i es  tha t  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  see  14 

un t i l  they ' re  i n  you r  head l i nes ,  t o  p lease do  the  15 

r i gh t  th ing  on  our  beha l f .   You owe us  tha t .   You 16 

owe the  communi t y  tha t .   You  owe  your  17 

cons t i tuen ts  tha t .   And we ' re  coun t ing  on  yo u to  18 

do  the  r igh t  th ing .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  21 

 K r is ten  Fe r ra r i .  22 

 MS.  FERRARI :    Good a f te rnoon .   I  don ’ t  23 

know how many  o f  you  had  to  l ook  i n  the  fac e  o f  a  24 

ch i l d  and t r y  to  f ind  answers  tha t  j us t  a re n ' t  25 
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there .   Have  you  eve r  looked  in  the  face  o f  a  2 

ch i l d  who is  a  v ic t im o f  abuse  a t  the  hands  o f  3 

the i r  fa ther  and  p romised tha t  you  can  make  i t  4 

s top ,  when  you know tha t  you  can ' t  make i t  s top  5 

and a l l  you  can  hope  fo r  i s  t ha t  you  w i l l  g e t  the  6 

r i gh t  judge who  w i l l  r ea l i ze  tha t  you are  as k ing  7 

fo r  a  res t ra in ing  orde r  because your  k ids  a re  in  8 

danger  and  no t  because  you ' re  a  b i t t e r  ex-w i fe .  9 

 Have  you  eve r  l ooked  in  the  face  o f  a  k id  10 

who l i ved  in  a  home wi th  h is  mothe r  who has  11 

v io la ted  her  p roba t ion  fo r  DWI  fou r  t imes,  ye t  12 

she s i ts  on  a  couch tak ing  p i l l s  and  d r ink i ng  to  13 

such  a  po in t  tha t  she doesn ' t  bo ther  to  lea ve the  14 

couch to  use  the  ba throom.   She sa t  in  her  own  15 

waste  w i th  he r  son  in  the  house,  a  house  th a t  had 16 

been  v is i t ed  by  the  schoo l ,  by  soc ia l  worke rs ,  17 

and by  CPS.  18 

 Have  you  eve r  l ooked  in  the  face  o f  a  19 

young g i r l  who was  cu t t i ng  he rse l f  because she  20 

th inks  she  i sn ' t  p re t t y ,  smar t ,  o r  l oved?  21 

 I  have  looked  in  those  faces ;  i t  i s  22 

hear tb reak ing .   So  wha t  do  I  have to  say?  23 

 I f  you  a l l  know the  impor tance  o f  these 24 

agenc ies ,  i f  you  a l l  know the  wonder fu l  sup por t  25 
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they  p rov ide  fo r  our  communi t i es ,  then  why do  any  2 

o f  us  have  to  be  here  to  ask  you  to  fund  ou r  3 

p rog ram fo r  our  commun i t ies?   What  a re  the  mag ic  4 

words?   What  mag ic  words  can  I  poss ib l y  say  tha t  5 

w i l l  conv ince  you a l l  to  l eav e  the  po l i t i cs  ou t  6 

o f  i t  and jus t  do  what  i s  r i gh t  fo r  ou r  ch i l d ren  7 

and ou r  fami l ies?  8 

 The saddes t  par t  o f  i t  a l l  i s  I  don ' t  9 

have  to  te l l  you  how wonder fu l  YES Communi t y  10 

Counse l i ng  Cente r  o r  a l l  t hese  o ther  agenc i es  11 

a re ;  you  a l l  know i t .   You  know how impor tan t  12 

they  a re  and  how they  s t reng then  our  commun i t i es ,  13 

ye t  they ' re  on  a  chopp ing  b lock .  14 

 My  daugh te r  and  he r  f r iend  sa t  here  las t  15 

week  and  l i s tened to  a  bunch  o f  po l i t i c i ans  ca l l  16 

us  pawns .   No t  taxpayers .   No t  vo ters .   You  17 

ca l l ed  us  pawns .   I  am not  a  pawn and ne i the r  a re  18 

the  youth  and  fami l i es  o f  Nassau  County .   L e t  me  19 

be  very  c lea r ;  I 'm  a  taxpayer  and I 'm a  20 

reg i s te red  vo te r .    21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  22 

 MS.  FERRARI :   I  want  to  - -  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Tom Bruno .  24 

 MS.  FERRARI :   I 'm a lmost  done .   I  want  to  25 
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g i ve  eve ryone  o f  you  the  bene f i t  o f  the  dou b t  and 2 

be l i eve  tha t  you  became pub l i c  servants  bec ause 3 

you ac tua l l y  wan ted to  serve  you r  commun i t i es .   I  4 

want  to  be l i eve  tha t  you r  reason ing  was abo u t  5 

mak ing  you r  par t  o f  the  wor ld  a  be t te r  p lac e .   6 

You were  vo ted  i n  by  the  c i t i zens  o f  Nassau  7 

Coun ty  and  g i ven  a  cer ta in  t rus t  and  power ,  every  8 

s ing le  one  o f  you he re .   You  have the  power  to  9 

s top  p lay ing  games  w i th  the  l i ves  o f  t he  pe op le  10 

you se rve ,  t he  peop le  who t rus ted  you enough  to  11 

cas t  a  vo te  fo r  you.   You have  the  power  to  pu t  12 

the  pa r t y  a f f i l i a t ions  as ide  and  do  what  i s  r i gh t  13 

fo r  ou r  communi t ies .  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  16 

 Tom Bruno.  17 

 MR.  BRUNO:    Good morn ing .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  morn ing .  19 

 MR.  BRUNO:    My  name i s  Tom B runo.   I 'm 20 

the  execut ive  d i rec tor  o f  the  H icksv i l le  Bo ys  and 21 

G i r l s  C lub .    22 

 I  wasn ' t  go ing  to  speak today  because I  23 

know tha t  you  have  a l l  hea rd  our  p leas  fo r  he lp .   24 

Bu t  when  I  was  s tand ing  ou t  i n  the  l obby  wa i t i ng  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  30 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

to  come in  w i th  hundreds  o f  peop le ,  I  go t  a  tex t  2 

f rom my 19  year  o ld  son tha t  one  o f  h i s  bes t  3 

f r iend 's  b ro the r  had  jus t  OD 'd  on  he ro in .   Now,  4 

th is  i s  what ' s  go ing  to  happen  in  th is  coun ty .  5 

Th is  k id  has  been us ing  he ro in  fo r  two  year s .   So 6 

I  p lead w i th  you ,  do  wha t  you  can.   Pu t  7 

every th ing  as ide .   Th i s  i s  impor tan t .   Th is  i s  8 

ou r  youth .   Th i s  i s  ou r  fu tu re .   We need  yo u r  9 

suppor t  now more  than ever  be fore .  10 

 I ' ve  been work ing  in  th i s  f i e ld  o f  human  11 

se rv ices  s ince  1972.   I  see  what  these  p rog rams 12 

do .   I 'm  p lead ing  w i th  you  a l l  t o  do  wha t  y ou can 13 

to  make th is  work .   Th is  i s  ou r  fu tu re .   Th ank  14 

you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pame la  C la rk .   Pamela  16 

C lark .  17 

 MS.  CLARK:    Good a f te rnoon.   I ’m f rom 18 

Fami ly  and  Ch i l d ren ' s  Assoc ia t ion ,  and  I 'm 19 

speak ing  fo r  a l l  o f  the  agenc ies  tha t  a re  l os ing  20 

the  oppor tun i ty  to  p rov ide  se rv i ces  to  peop le  in  21 

th is  communi t y .  22 

 Las t  n igh t  I  wa tched  a  te lev i s ion  show on 23 

the  impact  o f  t he  economy on  th ree  fo rmer ly  24 

m idd le -c lass  fam i l ies  in  Bou lder ,  Co lo rado.   I ' ve  25 
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l i ved  in  Co lo rado.   And I  hope  some o f  you 2 

wa tched i t ,  a l t hough  I  doubt  tha t  you d id ,  and  3 

you rea l i ze  tha t  i t  i s  no  d i f f e ren t  than  wh a t  4 

fami l i es  here  a re  go ing  th rough.   These wer e  no t  5 

peop le  who  d ropped  out  o f  schoo l .   They  had  6 

co l l ege degrees ,  good work  h i s to r i es ,  had 7 

pu rchased homes ,  no t  McMans ions ,  had  k ids  - -  two  8 

fami l i es  had  k ids  w i th  spec ia l  med ica l  need s  - -  9 

and they  had  good jobs ,  un t i l  they  d idn ' t .   Now 10 

they  a re  l os ing  the i r  homes,  p rov ided he lp  by  11 

soup  k i t chens  and food  pan t r i es ,  f ood s tamp s ,  and 12 

Med ica id  to  cove r  med ica l  cos ts ,  j us t  l i ke  the  13 

peop le  here  who  d id  no t  have advan tages  and  the  14 

ab i l i t y  to  es tab l i sh  a  m idd le -c lass  l i fe .   A nd  15 

they  a re  j us t  l i ke  the  fam i l i es  and ind i v id ua ls  16 

s t rugg l i ng  he re  in  eve ry  ne ighborhood you c an 17 

reach.  18 

 Many  d id  eve ry th ing  r i gh t .   Some made 19 

wrong cho ices  and are  s t rugg l i ng  to  tu rn  th e i r  20 

l i ves  around .   They  a l l  dese rve  an  oppor tun i ty  to  21 

succeed and to  l i ve  in  sa fe ty .  22 

 A re  you na ïve  enough  to  th ink  tha t  you r  23 

ch i l d ren ,  g randch i ld ren ,  and  g rea t  g randch i l d ren  24 

a re  pro tec ted  f rom these  th ings  happen ing  f rom 25 
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them?  Do you  honest ly  fee l  t ha t  you r  econom ic  2 

s tab i l i t y  and  oppor tun i t ies  can pro tec t  you r  3 

ch i l d ren?  And i f  you  do ,  why  do  you  no t  fe e l  a  4 

respons ib i l i t y  t o  p ro tec t  the  ch i l d ren  o f  p eop le  5 

who do  no t  have  your  f inanc ia l  s tab i l i t y  an d  6 

contac ts?  7 

 I  have  worked ,  vo ted ,  l i ved ,  and  pa id  8 

taxes  on  Long  I s land  fo r  48  years .   I 'm ash amed 9 

o f  t he  behav ior  I  see  in  our  l eg is la to rs  an d  10 

leaders .   I t  shou ld  be  humi l i a t i ng  to  hear  the  11 

peop le  who  e lec ted  you  say  tha t  you don ' t  c a re  12 

abou t  them anymore  o r  the i r  needs.   I t  i s  13 

appa l l ing  tha t  t h i s  i s  wha t  o u r  ch i l d ren  and  14 

g randch i ld ren  a re  see ing  as  an  examp le  o f  15 

Amer ican  gove rnmen t  in  ac t ion .   I ' ve  go t  so me 16 

ques t ions  fo r  you.  17 

 Do  you  know tha t  when fami l i es  w i th  18 

ch i l d ren  l ose  the i r  homes and  go  to  DSS fo r  19 

ass i s tance  the i r  o lder  teenagers  a re  no t  a l l owed  20 

to  go  in to  the  fam i l y  she l te r s  fo r  f ea r  tha t  t hey  21 

m igh t  do  harm to  the  younger  ch i ld ren?   You  22 

ce r ta in l y  canno t  wan t  to  send  ado lescent  g i r l s  23 

and boys  i n to  adu l t  she l te rs ,  w i th  adu l t  ho meless  24 

peop le ,  where  they  w i l l  be  v i c t im ized or  25 
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recru i ted  in to  p ros t i t u t ion .   Do  you  know th a t  2 

fos ter  ch i ld ren  w i thou t  spec ia l  needs tha t  a l l ow  3 

them to  s tay  in  schoo l  and  fos te r  ca re  un t i l  age  4 

21 ,  age ou t  o f  f os te r  ca re  a t  age 18?  Do t he  5 

k ids  i n  your  fam i l y  who are  18  have the  sk i l l s  t o  6 

f i nd  a  sa fe  p lace  to  l i ve ,  ge t  a  j ob ,  and su ppor t  7 

themse lves?  I  doubt  i t .   I ’m  su re  you  th in k  no t .   8 

Then  why  wou ld  you  wan t  to  c lose  p rograms t ha t  9 

he lp  these  young  adu l t s  to  ga in  the  sk i l l s  t ha t  10 

they  need to  su rv i ve .  11 

 I f  you r  ch i l d ren  o r  g randch i l d ren  were  12 

l os ing  the i r  homes ,  educat iona l  oppor tun i t i es ,  13 

and sa fe ty  due to  the i r  pa ren ts '  j ob  l oss ,  wou ld  14 

you subs id ize  the  fami ly  ou t  o f  your  own  fu nds  to  15 

he lp  them su rv i ve?   I 'm su re  you  wou ld .   So  do  16 

many  o f  the  sen iors  we  p rov ide  serv i ces  to .   I 'm  17 

d i rec tor  o f  sen io r  serv i ces  a t  Fami l y  and 18 

Ch i l d ren 's .   To  the  po in t  tha t  t hey  w i l l  re f use  19 

med ica l  t rea tmen t ,  because  i t ' s  on ly  ava i la b le  20 

th rough Med ica id ,  wh ich  wou ld  mean  tha t  the y  21 

wou ld  lose  the  t i t le  t o  the i r  home,  and the i r  22 

home i s  the  on ly  asset  t ha t  t hey  have to  le ave  to  23 

he lp  the i r  ch i l d ren .   They  wan t  to  he lp  the i r  24 

ch i l d ren  so  bad ly ,  t hey  w i l l  go  w i thou t  foo d ,  25 
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w i thou t  the  ass i s tance  o f  home hea l th  a ides  to  2 

take  care  o f  them,  and  inc reas ing l y  they  3 

ve rba l i zed  the  hope tha t  t hey  w i l l  d ie  so  t ha t  4 

the i r  ch i l d ren  w i l l  be  ab le  to  access  the  a sse ts  5 

tha t  t hey  have  to  su rv ive .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 7 

exp i red .  8 

 MS.  CLARK:    Okay .   Do  you  th ink  on ly  the  9 

ch i l d ren  o f  t he  poor  g rav i ta te  towards  d rug s?  10 

I ron ica l l y ,  i t ' s  t he  m idd le  c lass  and wea l t hy  11 

ch i l d ren  tha t  a re  more  ab le  to  a f fo rd  them.   I f  12 

fami l i es  ge t  in to  t roub le ,  do  they  no t  dese rve  to  13 

ge t  he lp  to  ge t  back  on  the i r  fee t?   I f  k id s  make 14 

poor  cho ices  and  deve lop  des t ruc t i ve  hab i ts  o r  15 

ge t  in to  t roub le  w i th  the  law ,  do  they  no t  need a  16 

second  chance ,  maybe  even a  th i rd  o r  a  four th?   17 

We a l l  know o f  peop le  tha t  de c ided  to  tu rn  t he i r  18 

l i ves  around  and  they  d id  so ,  bu t  they  a l l  needed 19 

he lp  do ing  i t .    20 

 I f  we cannot  leave  the  wor ld  a  be t te r  21 

p lace  fo r  the  coming  genera t i ons ,  can we  no t  22 

l eave i t  a t  l eas t  as  a  p lace  o f  sa fe ty  and 23 

oppor tun i t y?   Don ' t  we  have a  respons ib i l i t y  t o  24 

l eave i t  a t  l eas t  in  the  cond i t i on  tha t  we have 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  35 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

l i ved  in  and  been fo r tunate  enough  to  l i ve  here  2 

i n?  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 I  am in fo rmed  by  the  c le rk  tha t  the  30  6 

m inu tes  fo r  pub l ic  comment  has  exp i red .   I ' m  7 

go ing  to  go  r igh t  in to  the  mee t ing  o f  the  F u l l  8 

Leg is la tu re .   We have one i t em on fo r  9 

cons idera t ion .   I t  shou ldn ' t  t ake  a l l  tha t  l ong.   10 

Then  we w i l l  re tu rn  to  hea r  the  res t  o f  the  11 

speakers  i n  pub l ic  comment .  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    P res id ing  O f f i cer  13 

Schmi t t ,  we respec t fu l l y  requ est  a  10  to  15  14 

m inu tes  caucus .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We ' re  go ing  to  16 

have  a  10  to  15  minu te  caucus .   Wou ld  the  m embers  17 

o f  t he  M inor i ty  ob jec t  t o  ou r  hear ing  fu r th e r  18 

pub l ic  comment?   You  can  hear  i t  on  the  - -  o n  19 

your  speakers  i n  the  back  room,  or  do  you wa nt  us  20 

to  wa i t  un t i l  everybody is  back  toge ther?  21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We can  hear  i t  in  22 

the  back .   Obv ious ly ,  we ' l l  l eave tha t  d isc re t ion  23 

to  you .   We wou ld  love  to  hea r  i t  face - to - fa ce  so  24 

tha t  we can ac tua l l y  pu t  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' l l  wa i t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We 'd  apprec ia te  3 

i t .   Thank  you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ten to  15  minu tes .   I  5 

ask ,  p lease,  the  M inor i t y ,  t o  make  i t  15  mi nutes .  6 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 7 

a t  1 :48  p .m. )  8 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  9 

reconvened  a t  3 :03  p .m. )  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   I ' d  ask  a l l  11 

l eg i s la to rs  to  p lease take  the i r  sea ts .  12 

 We have one i tem on the  ca lendar ,  wh ich  13 

i s  Ord inance  Number  177,  wh ich  i s  an  o rd ina nce  14 

mak ing  cer ta in  de termina t ions  pu rsuant  to  t he  15 

S ta te  Env i ronmen ta l  Qua l i t y  R ev iew Act  p rov i d ing  16 

fo r  a  cap i ta l  expend i tu re  in  the  amoun t  o f  17 

$40,800,000 to  f inance  the  payment  o f  ce r ta in  18 

j udgments  resu l t ing  f rom cour t  o rders  on  19 

p roceed ings  b rough t  pu rsuant  to  Ar t i c l e  7  o f  t he  20 

Rea l  P roper t y  Tax  Law.  21 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 22 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  37 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  2 

 Who is  here  to  speak  on  th is  i tem? 3 

 MR.  VOLK:    Mar t in  Vo lk ,  Depu ty  Coun ty  4 

A t to rney .   Good  a f te rnoon,  Leg is la to rs .    5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Mr .  6 

Vo lk .   Cou ld  you  te l l  us  b r ie f l y  wha t  th is  i tem 7 

i s?  8 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .   The admin i s t ra t i on  i s  9 

reques t ing  approx ima te ly  $40 ,800 ,000  in  bon d ing  10 

to  pay  cer ta in  j udgmen ts ,  no t  on ly  wha t ' s  11 

fami l i a r ly  ca l l ed  tax  ce r t  j udgmen ts ,  bu t  a l so  12 

what  i s  fami l ia r ly  ca l led  SCAR judgmen ts .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What  happens  i f  th is  14 

i s  no t  passed? 15 

 MR.  VOLK:    Wel l ,  i f  t h i s  i s  no t  passed,  16 

the  coun ty ,  i f  t hey  are  se rved  w i th  a  money  17 

judgment  w i l l  have  to  f i nd  somehow to  pay  i t .   18 

What  cou ld  happen is  tha t  the  pe t i t i oners '  19 

counse ls  can  se rve  a  res t ra in ing  no t ice  on  the  20 

coun ty  she r i f f  r equest ing  tha t  he  go  ou t  an d  f ind  21 

coun ty  assets  and res t ra in  them and/or  se iz e  22 

them.   I f  he  f i nds  bank  accoun ts ,  by  s ta te  23 

s ta tu te ,  t he  bank  is  requ i red  to  ho ld  up  to  tw ice  24 

the  amount  o f  t he  c la im.   So  we wou ld  be  ta l k ing ,  25 
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ins tead o f  ho ld ing  approx ima te ly  40  to  $41 2 

m i l l ion ,  we wou ld  be  ta l k ing  rough ly  80  to  $82  3 

m i l l ion  tha t  w i l l  be  he ld .   The res t ra in ing  4 

no t i ce  i s  good fo r  one  yea r .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Anybody  have 6 

any  ques t ions?  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you,  Mr .  8 

Vo lk .  9 

 I s  Mr .  Cha lmers  he re?  I ndependent  Budge t  10 

Rev iew.   I s  anyone  here  f rom the  county  bud get?   11 

There ' s  no  one here  f rom the  county  budget  o r  12 

f rom the  i ndependent  budge t  rev iew  o f f i ce?    13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The ques t ion  i s ,  a re  14 

there  any  ques t ions  fo r  Mr .  Vo lk?  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t ,  you  know 16 

- -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' l l  b r i ng  up  Mr .  18 

Cha lmers  i f  we can  ge t  h im .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Th is  i s  a l l  abou t  20 

f i nance,  so  I  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  ag ree.   You can ' t  22 

have  40  peop le  ta l k ing  a t  once .   I f  we  take  ca re  23 

o f  Mr .  Vo lk ,  we ' l l  go  to  the  nex t  s tage.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  I ' l l  ask  Mr .  25 
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Vo lk  a  ques t i on  then  un t i l  we  ge t  someone f rom 2 

f i nance - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  no t  a  4 

f i l i bus ter ,  Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   I f  you 'v e  go t  5 

a  ques t i on  fo r  h im ,  ask  i t ;  o the rw ise  we ' l l  move  6 

on .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Mr .  Vo lk ,  8 

as  fa r  as  these  tax  ce r t s  and  the  $41 mi l l i on ,  9 

your  j ob  was  to  nego t ia te  e i ther  these  10 

se t t lements  o r  t hese  judgmen ts .  11 

 MR.  VOLK:    Leg is la to r ,  most  o f  these 12 

represen t  t r i a l  judgments ,  wh ich  mos t  o f  th em are  13 

gave l  judgmen ts ,  wh ich  means  a  j udge  sa id  th ou  14 

sha l l  reduce  the  assessmen t ,  t hou sha l l  pay  a  15 

re fund .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  th is  yea r  17 

i s  2012,  obv ious ly ,  co r rec t?   We ' re  in  f i sc a l  18 

2012 ,  co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  VOLK:    Yes .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  there ' s  $75 21 

m i l l ion  in  the  j udgmen t  fo r  t ax  ce r t  paymen t s ,  22 

$75 mi l l ion ,  i f  what 's  i n  the  budget  i s  use d  to  23 

pay  th is  $41  mi l l i on ,  tha t ' s  no t  you r  dec is ion ,  24 

r i gh t?  25 
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 MR.  VOLK:    Wel l ,  except  tha t  I  am 2 

un fami l i a r  t ha t  there  is  ac tua l l y  $75 mi l l i on  in  3 

the  budget .   I t ' s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  tha t  4 

po r t ion  is  un funded.   However ,  I  w i l l  de fer  to  5 

the  budget  peop le  on  tha t  s ince  I  don ' t  dea l  w i th  6 

the  budget  on  a  da i l y  bas i s .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Cha lmers  i s  he re .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  Mr .  Cha lmers  9 

he re?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Cha lmers  i s  he re ,  11 

and Mr .  Naugh ton  i s  on  h is  way .   I f  you  are  12 

f i n i shed  w i th  Mr .  Vo lk .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  I  am on 14 

th is  ques t ion .  15 

 Mr .  Cha lmers .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Come on up ,  Mr .  17 

Cha lmers .  18 

 Be fo re  we go  in to  ques t i on ing ,  can  you  19 

g i ve  us  your  ove rv iew on  th i s  i t em? 20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Maur ice  Cha lmers ,  21 

Independen t  Budget  Rev iew.   I  be l i eve  th is  i tem 22 

i s  to  pay  fo r  $40 mi l l ion  in  tax  cer t i o rar i  23 

j udgments  aga ins t  the  coun ty .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Tha t ' s  to  the  25 
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po in t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  3 

th is  yea r ,  2011  there  was no  money  se t  as id e  i n  4 

the  opera t ing  budget  fo r  t ax  cer ts ,  co r rec t ?  5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  cor rec t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  2012,  as  7 

i n i t ia l l y  p roposed ,  there  was  no  money  se t  as ide  8 

fo r  tax  ce r t s ,  i s  tha t  cor rec t?  9 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The budget  i nc ludes  $75 10 

m i l l ion  as  o f  r i gh t  now in  the  budge t .   I  a l so  11 

wou ld  jus t  l i ke  to  men t ion  the re  i s  an  i tem  tha t  12 

co r responds to  th i s  $75 mi l l i on  in  expenses .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cou ld  you  say  tha t  14 

aga in?  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Bas ica l l y ,  t he re 's  $75  16 

m i l l ion  in  budge t  au thor iza t i on  tha t  you  co u ld  17 

use to  pay  fo r  t ax  cer ts .   However ,  there 's  a  $75 18 

m i l l ion  revenue  l i ne  a lso  tha t ' s  supposed t o  fund 19 

th is  i tem.   So shou ld  you pay  and no t  have the  20 

revenue,  you ' re  c rea t i ng  a  sho r t fa l l ,  bas ic a l l y .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  the  75  mi l l ion  22 

tha t  was  pu t  in to  the  budget  to  pay  tax  cer t s  i s  23 

dependen t  on  the  bond ing  to  make  the  funds  24 

ava i lab le .  25 
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 MR.  CHALMERS:    There  is  t he  75  mi l l ion  2 

tha t  needs  to  come in ,  yes .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:     So  the  75  5 

m i l l ion  tha t  was  - -  las t  yea r  no  money  in  6 

opera t ing  funds  was pu t  in  fo r  t ax  cer ts  in  2011 ,  7 

co r rec t?  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  i s  co r rec t .   Ze ro .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    On  paper  now,  in  10 

2012 ,  there ' s  75  m i l l i on  fo r  t ax  cer ts .  11 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  13 

supposed  to  be  ou t  o f  opera t i ng  funds?  14 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  i s  ou t  o f  t he  15 

opera t ing  funds ,  w i th  a  co r respond ing  reven ue o f  16 

75  a lso  f rom cap i ta l  f unds .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  cou ldn ' t  18 

we  use  tha t  75  m i l l i on  tha t ' s  in  ope ra t i ng  19 

expenses  to  pay  th is  41  mi l l i on?  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The answer  i s  you can ' t  21 

do  i t  because  the  41  i s  spec i f i c  t o  2011  no t  22 

2012 .   The  75  i s  f o r  2012 budget .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we ' re  - -  bu t  24 

we ' re  - -  i t ' s  t h is  yea r ,  we ' re  i n  2012  - -  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  43 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And in  the  pas t  3 

we 've  pa id  mon ies  ou t  o f  ope ra t i ng  expenses ,  and  4 

then  once opera t ing  expenses  fo r  t ha t  year  were  5 

used  up ,  t hen  we  bor rowed.   Here ,  we ' re  bor row ing  6 

be fo re  us ing  opera t i ng  expenses because we w an t  7 

to  backdate  i t  t o  2011?  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Jus t  because  the  41  9 

m i l l ion  is  spec i f i c  to  2011.  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  why does  i t  11 

have  to  be  fo r  2011 when  the  j udgmen ts  and the  12 

approva l  by  the  leg i s la tu re  was in  2012?  13 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  a  d i f f i cu l t  14 

ques t ion  to  answer .   I  know fo r  a  fac t  t ha t  the  -15 

-  there ' s  more  than 40  m i l l io n  i n  tax  ce r ts  ou t  16 

there ,  t he  40  spec i f i c  t o  2011  and  I  don ' t  17 

be l i eve  you cou ld  use  the  75  m i l l i on  to  pay  fo r  18 

i t .   You  cou ld  on ly  use  the  75  to  pay  aga ins t  the  19 

2012  budge t .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We 've  a l so  used 21 

cu r ren t  opera t i ng  funds  or  t ha t  year 's  oper a t i ng  22 

funds  to  pay  fo r  t ax  cer ts  tha t  were  se t t le d  o r  23 

nego t ia ted  o r  approved  by  th i s  l eg is la tu re  th i s  24 

year .   So  i f  we  have  75  mi l l i on  th is  yea r ,  I 'm  25 
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bo r row ing  41  m i l l i on  to  count  i t  as  las t  yea r  so  2 

tha t  I  can  coun t  i t  as  revenue  las t  year  an d  no t  3 

show a  de f ic i t  l as t  year?  4 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  can ' t  say  what  the i r  5 

s t ra tegy  i s .   Bu t  I  know the  41  is  spec i f i c  to  6 

2011 .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i t ' s  a l l  f o r  8 

tax  ce r t  l iab i l i t y  t ha t ' s  in  2012 now.  9 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The 40  m i l l i on  i s  jus t  a  10 

smal l  po r t ion  o f  t he  tax  cer t .    The re 's  I  11 

be l i eve  over  235  m i l l i on  - -  i t  cou ld  be  more  - -  12 

i n  to ta l  asse ts  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  i t ' s  a  smal l  14 

po r t ion ,  I  guess  aga in  and  aga in  and  aga in  w e ' re  15 

go ing  to  be  ho ld ing  up  you th  board  and  o the r  16 

agenc ies  aga in  and  aga in  and  aga in .   I  ge t  t he  17 

p i c tu re  there .   Bu t  I  don ' t  unders tand  why we 18 

can ' t  use  tha t  75  mi l l ion  in  ope ra t i ng  fund s  tha t  19 

was se t  as ide  i n  2012.   I  th ink  NIFA requ i re d  i t .  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I f  you  use  a  por t i on  o f  21 

the  75  m i l l i on ,  I  be l i eve  you  cou ld  on ly  us e  i t  22 

fo r  2012 .   Bu t  a lso ,  you  wou ld  have a  de f ic i t  23 

because you ' re  no t  b r i ng ing  i n  the  cor respo nd ing  24 

75  i n  revenue .   Those two i t ems go  hand- in -h and.   25 
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So  you  cou ld  go  ahead and use  the  75  m i l l io n ,  bu t  2 

a t  t he  end  o f  t he  day  you don ' t  rea l l y  have  a  3 

revenue l i ne  to  o f fse t  i t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Sa les  tax  is  ove r  5 

by  22  mi l l ion .   Cou ldn ' t  t ha t  he lp  o f f se t  i t ?  6 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  a  revenue  sou rce  7 

tha t  cou ld  be  used  to  o f fse t  i t ,  yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  when 9 

75  m i l l i on  i s  pu t  in  the  budge t  as  an  opera t ing  10 

expense,  you ' re  say ing  tha t  what  we pu t  in  our  11 

budget  as  opera t ing  expenses  as  opposed to  12 

bond ing ,  t he re ' s  no  revenue to  o f f se t  tha t?   13 

Wouldn ' t  t he re  have to  be  jus t  t o  have  a  ba l anced 14 

budget?  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    What  they  d id  in  the  2012 16 

budget ,  they  a l so  inc luded  the  75  mi l l ion  t o  pay  17 

fo r  i t .   I n  the  pas t ,  you  wou ld  have  had  $5 0  18 

m i l l ion  le t ' s  say  f rom the  opera t i ng  funds ,  no t  19 

necessar i l y  a  co r respond ing  revenue l i ne .   I n  20 

th is  case,  i n  the  2012  adopted  budge t  you h ave  21 

bo th ,  you have 75  mi l l ion  in  expenses bu t  a l so  75  22 

m i l l ion  in  revenue  to  pay  fo r  i t .   So  the  a nswer  23 

to  you r  ques t ion  i s  i f  you  end  up  us ing  par t  o f  24 

the  75  bu t  you don ' t  genera te  the  revenue,  y ou ' re  25 
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rea l l y  c rea t i ng  a  shor t fa l l .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  guess  my  po in t  3 

i s  l e t ' s  use  the  opera t i ng  expense ,  75  f i rs t ,  and 4 

i f  we have  to  use  sa les  tax  revenue,  wh ich  i s  5 

over  budge t ,  as  the  revenue l i ne ,  le t ' s  use  6 

opera t ing  expenses  be fore  we  get  i n to  bo r ro wed  7 

funds .  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  a  cho ice  fo r  the  9 

admin i s t ra t i on  i n  what  revenue  sou rces  they  use 10 

f i rs t .   I  can ' t  rea l l y  t e l l  t hem wha t  to  us e  o r  11 

no t  use .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  Mr .  13 

Su l l i van  to  come up.  14 

 Does  anybody  e l se  any  ques t ions  fo r  Mr .  15 

Cha lmers?   Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    H i .   I  j us t  17 

want  to  ve r i f y  t ha t  no th ing  changed f rom la s t  18 

week ,  I  be l i eve .   The ba lance  in  the  con t in gency  19 

accoun t  i s  s t i l l  13  mi l l ion ,  i s  tha t  cor rec t ?  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  i n  2011 ,  yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And the  22 

ba lance in  the  o ther  account  wh ich  i s  no t  23 

a l loca ted  is  91  mi l l ion ,  i s  t ha t  cor rec t?  24 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  th ink  you ' re  ta l k ing  25 
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abou t  the  unused  fund ba lance ,  yes .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we have  3 

$104  m i l l i on  r i gh t  now tha t  - -  4 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    You can ' t  rea l l y  count  5 

2011 .   You  cou ld  use  the  unreserved fund  ba lance ,  6 

i f  t ha t  was a  cho ice ,  tha t  t h i s  admin i s t ra t i on  7 

made .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  a t  9 

l eas t  13  m i l l i on  ready  to  go  and  91  mi l l ion  a l so  10 

ava i lab le .   P lus ,  what  happened w i th  the  42  11 

m i l l ion  tha t  was  t rans fe r red?   I s  tha t  a lso  ready  12 

to  go?  13 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    What  42  mi l l i on  are  you 14 

ta lk ing  abou t?  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Las t  week,  16 

the  money tha t  appeared - -  t he  t rans fe r  - -  w e had 17 

i t  on  June  12 .   Bu t  i t  was  b rought  up  in  F i nance  18 

las t  week.  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  was  par t  o f  t he  2011 20 

year -end  c lose .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  42  22 

m i l l ion  a l so  sw i tched?  23 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  don ' t  remember  the  24 

exac t  de ta i l  o f  tha t  en t ry .   Bu t  you  can ' t  r ea l l y  25 
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coun t  tha t .   You  cou ld  count  the  90  mi l l ion  in  2 

fund  reserve .   As  a  ma t te r  o f  fac t ,  you  don ’ t  3 

even  have 90  mi l l i on  anymore ,  because o f  th e  41  4 

tha t  ex i s ted  in  2011  tha t  dep le ted  the  fund  5 

ba lance.  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The bo t tom 7 

l i ne  i s  we ' re  s t i l l  ta lk ing  abou t  p robab ly  a t  8 

l eas t  $60 mi l l i on  ava i lab le  i f  we need  i t  f o r  9 

someth ing  such as  youth  se rv i ces ,  w i thou t  10 

bond ing ,  wh ich ,  in  my op in ion ,  i s  a l so  11 

endanger ing  our  youth .   We ' re  tak ing  money f rom 12 

the i r  fu tu re ,  a l r i gh t .   The b o t tom l ine  is  t he re  13 

i s  a  l o t  o f  money ava i lab le .  14 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  I  j us t  15 

had a  qu ick  ques t ion  fo r  Mr .  Cha lmers .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Wink .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  how a re  18 

you?  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Good .   How a re  you?  20 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Based  on your  ana lys i s  21 

o f  t he  2011 budget  - -  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Does the  $41 mi l l ion  24 

be ing  sought  he re  today ,  does  tha t  cover  a l l  t he  25 
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tax  ce r t  l iab i l i t y?  2 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    No .   For  the  por t i on  3 

tha t ' s  owed in  2011,  wh ich  I  be l ieve  i s  o lde r  4 

j udgments .  5 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    On ly  fo r  t he  6 

j udgments ,  no t  t he  fu l l  l i ab i l i t y  o f  wha t 's  owed .  7 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    No ,  i t ' s  no t  f o r  t he  fu l l  8 

l i ab i l i t y .  9 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    For  the  yea r  2011 .  10 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Thank  you .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Su l l i van  and  Mr .  13 

Naughton ,  wou ld  you come up p lease?  You  he ard  14 

some o f  the  - -  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Good  a f te rnoon .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .   How 17 

a re  you,  s i r?  18 

 Mr .  Naughton ,  do  you  wan t  to  s ign  in  fo r  19 

the  reco rd .  20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Er ic  Naugh ton ,  Budge t  21 

D i rec tor .    22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' ve  heard  some o f  23 

the  ques t ions ,  and  I 'm  sure  there  w i l l  be  a  few 24 

more .   Any th ing  you want  to  say  abou t  th is  i tem 25 
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o r  shou ld  we  jus t  go  r igh t  i n to  the  ques t io ns?  2 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Jus t  commenta ry .   The 3 

money tha t  i s  budgeted  the re ,  tha t  was  a t  t he  4 

reques t  o f  N IFA .   And w i thou t  the  revenue c oming  5 

i n ,  wh ich  NIFA - -  tha t  was  pa r t  o f  t he  6 

t rans i t i ona l  f i nanc ing  o f  the  $305  m i l l i on  ove r  7 

four  yea rs .   So  w i thou t  the  co r respond ing  re venue 8 

coming  in  f rom the  f inanc ing ,  there  wou ld  b e  a  9 

$75 mi l l ion  de f i c i t ,  i n  tha t  case.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    As  eve rybody 's  eyes  11 

g laze  over ,  my own  inc luded,  w i th  these num bers  12 

tha t  a re  be ing  th rown abou t ,  I  j us t  want  to  pu t  13 

i t  i n  s imp le  te rms  so  I  unders tand  i t .   I t  i s  14 

d i s ingenuous ,  co r rec t  me  i f  I 'm wrong,  i t  i s  15 

d i s ingenuous  to  go  to  the  budget  and  say  th e re 's  16 

a  $75 mi l l ion  l i ne  here  to  pay  tax  cer ts ,  u se  17 

tha t  money ,  when  tha t  money i s  no t  t he re ,  i f  I 'm  18 

fo l l ow ing  th i s  cor rec t ly ,  un less  $75  m i l l ion  i s  19 

bonded .   I s  t ha t  cor rec t?  20 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t  wou ld  l ead  to  a  $75  21 

m i l l ion  de f i c i t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Now,  who wou ld  23 

l i ke  to  ask  - -  anybody  on  th i s  s ize  have  an y  24 

ques t ions?   Ho ld  on .   Leg is la to r  Ford .   We ' l l  go  25 
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in  o rder  here .  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Mr .  Su l l i van ,  I  j us t  3 

want  to  be  c lea r  on  - -  f rom what  I  unders ta nd 4 

f rom the  2011  budget  the re  was  $13  m i l l i on  i n  the  5 

revenue s t ream,  co r rec t ,  t ha t  we  had  le f tov e r?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  be l i eve  you ' re  7 

re fe r r ing  to  the  13  mi l l ion  tha t  was  le f t  i n  the  8 

cont ingency  l i ne .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   I s  t ha t  rea l  10 

money or  no t?  11 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t ' s  an  approp r ia t ion .   12 

There  is  no  cash  to  back  i t  up ,  i f  t ha t ' s  w hat  13 

you ' re  re fe r r ing  to .   So  I  t h ink  - -  to  answ er  14 

your  ques t ion ,  t he  answer  wou ld  be  no .  15 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  wou ld  sha re  the  16 

concern  o f  Leg is la to r  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  tha t  i f  $13 17 

m i l l ion  was the re ,  t hen we  shou ld  use  i t .   Bu t  18 

you ' re  say ing  tha t  t he re  i s  no  $13  m i l l i on  a t  19 

a l l?  20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    R igh t .   And remember ,  as  21 

I  tes t i f ied  I  guess  i t  was  l as t  week ,  once 2 011 22 

i s  ove r  you can ' t  use  tha t  $13  m i l l i on  to  p ay  fo r  23 

someth ing  now.  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  t he re  cou ld  on ly  25 
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be  one  $13  m i l l i on  l ine .   I s  t he re  any  o the r  $13  2 

m i l l ion  in  rese rve  fund ing?  How much shou l d  we 3 

have?  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    There ' s  a  d i f f e rence  5 

be tween the  con t ingency  budge t  and  you r  fund  6 

ba lance.   The  cont ingency  budget  i s  jus t  an o ther  7 

expense l i ne .   I t  wo rks  the  same as  a  sa la r y  8 

l i ne ,  as  a  cont rac tua l  serv i ces .   I t ' s  j us t  an  9 

expense l i ne .   The re 's  no  - -  i t ' s  no t  a  fund .   10 

I t ' s  no t  backed  by  cash.  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:     The fund ba lance ,  how 12 

much  do we  cu r ren t ly  have in  the  fund ba lan ce a t  13 

th is  po in t?  14 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We s ta r ted  2011 w i th  92  15 

m i l l ion ,  and  r i gh t  now we ' re  p ro jec ted ,  dep end ing  16 

on  wha t  happens  w i th  the  tax  cer t  bo r row ing ,  we 17 

cou ld  be  down  to  50 .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Jus t  i n  te rms o f  21 

the  75  m i l l i on  f rom the  expense and the  rev enue.   22 

On  the  revenue s ide ,  75  mi l l i on ,  t ha t  - -  to  23 

ach ieve  those  revenues  we 'd  need  13 vo tes ,  a m I  24 

r i gh t?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .   The 13  m i l l i on  2 

assumes bond ing ,  wh ich  requ i res  13  vo tes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  you  cou ld  4 

spend tha t  money  on  one hand  and  then on  th e  5 

o the r  hand  no t  agree  to  bond  i t ,  you ' re  jus t  6 

b low ing  a  ho le  i n  the  budget .  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Thank  you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  10 

Muscare l la .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    The re 's  been a  12 

l o t  o f  t a l k  abou t  us ing  rese rves  to  pay  the  tax  13 

ce r t io ra r i .   I  t h ink  you 've  heard  tha t  f rom  the  14 

o the r  s ide .   Why  can ' t  we do  tha t  o r  can  we  do  15 

tha t?  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  as  Budge t  17 

D i rec tor  Naughton jus t  s ta ted ,  i t ' s  contemp la ted  18 

r i gh t  now,  we 'd  be  b lowing  th rough  about  ha l f  the  19 

fund  ba lance .   I  wou ld  expec t  the  ra t i ng  ag enc ies  20 

to  v iew tha t  ex t reme ly  negat i ve l y ,  wh ich  wo u ld  21 

l ead  to  inc reased cos ts  fo r  f u tu re  bor rowin g  and  22 

th ings  l i ke  tha t .   So  tha t  wou ld  b r ing  our  fund 23 

ba lance down to  abou t  one and  a  ha l f  percen t ,  24 

wh ich  is  be low our  th resho ld  o f  good ,  p rude n t  25 
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budget ing .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Th is  i s  3 

con jec tu re  and maybe  you  can ' t  answer  th is .   Bu t  4 

i f  we were  to  use  the  rese rves ,  how wou ld  N IFA 5 

v iew  tha t?   I s  t ha t  someth ing  tha t  N IFA wou ld  ge t  6 

i nvo lved  in  o r  t hey  wou ld  leave tha t  t o  our  own 7 

d i sc re t i on?  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  be l i eve  NIFA wou ld  v iew 9 

tha t  negat ive l y .   I t ' s  j us t  p oor  budge t  p rac t i ce  10 

to  have no  fund  ba lance.   I  t h ink  i f  you  lo ok  a t  11 

any  mun ic ipa l i t y  t h roughou t  New York  S ta te  you 'd  12 

see fund  ba lances ,  t he  s t ronger  the  c red i t  t he  13 

h igher  the  pe rcentage o f  f und  ba lance.   So,  14 

aga in ,  we 'd  be  wh i t t l i ng  th rough  a lmos t  ha l f  o f  15 

ou r  fund  ba lance  i f  we  don ' t  app ropr ia te  - -  i f  we 16 

don ' t  approve  the  f i nanc ing  fo r  the  tax  cer t s  17 

tha t  a re  be ing  cons ide red today .  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    And jus t  t o  add,  N IFA d id  19 

approve a  p lan  tha t  assumed bo r row ing ,  so  y ou 20 

wou ld  th ink  tha t  N IFA,  by  tha t  ac t ion  i t se l f ,  21 

p re fers  the  bor row ing  o the r  than  d rawing  do wn 22 

your  fund ba lance.  23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    So th is  bond ing  24 

i s  cons is ten t  w i th  N IFA 's  app rova ls?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    And  i s  th is  3 

rese rve  a l so  pa r t  o f  you r  emergency  rese rve ?  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .   I t  hand les  any  5 

emergency ,  i f  t here ' s  a  hu r r i cane,  an  ea r th quake ,  6 

any  un fo reseen ac t ion ,  t ha t ' s  the  on ly  mone y  we 7 

have  ava i l ab le  to  us .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Jus t  to  sum up.   9 

The use o f  t he  reserves  is  ba d  f i sca l  po l i cy  and  10 

the  bond ing  today  is  par t  o f  a  p lan  tha t  NI FA has  11 

approved .  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Every th ing  you  sa id  i s  13 

100 pe rcen t  accu ra te .  14 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Thank  you .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  De l ia  16 

Wh i t ton .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Las t  week 18 

du r ing  the  F inance  Commi t tee  we vo ted  to  ma ke 19 

t rans fers .   And  there  was a  $17 mi l l ion  t ra ns fer  20 

made  out  o f  t ha t  con t ingency  account ,  co r re c t?  21 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Was tha t  23 

money rea l?  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  covered  expend i tu res  25 
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tha t  a l ready  occur red .   So  the  purpose  o f  l as t  2 

week 's  ac t ion  was to  cover  de f ic i t s  in  cer t a in  3 

l i ne  i tems .   So  you were  remov ing  money f ro m some 4 

l i nes  tha t  had surp luses  to  l i nes  tha t  had 5 

de f i c i t s .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Cor rec t .   7 

And the  who le  po in t  o f  con t ingency  i s  dea l i ng  8 

w i th  the  surp luses .   So we  moved  $17  m i l l io n  l as t  9 

week  - -  we  were  ab le  to  move  i t ,  ac tua l l y ,  w e 10 

neve r  vo ted  on  i t  bu t  i t  was  moved .   Now th a t ' s  11 

rea l  money  and tha t  b rough t  the  ba lance down  to  12 

$13 mi l l ion .  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Aga in ,  I  wou ld  no t  say  14 

i t ' s  rea l  money ;  i t ' s  an  appropr ia t i on .   Yo u  15 

moved approp r ia t ions .   You ' re  no t  dea l ing  w i th  16 

cash .   You ' re  mov ing  budge t  l i ne  i tems .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Las t  week 18 

when  I  asked  i f  i t  was  cash I  was  to ld  i t  wa s .  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  came 20 

ou t  o f  my mou th .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t ' s  money  22 

tha t  we can use  - -  i t ' s  money  we  can  use  fo r  an  23 

expense tha t  we  have  wh ich  deemed necessary ,  24 

co r rec t?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  does  no t  make  i t  2 

cash .   I t ' s  a  budget  l ine .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    A l r i gh t .   4 

The $13 mi l l i on  tha t  i s  in  con t ingency  r igh t  now,  5 

can we  use  tha t  to  make a  budget  t rans fe r?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes ,  you  cou ld .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can we  use  8 

tha t  t o  make  a  budge t  t rans fe r  i n to  youth  9 

se rv ices?  10 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  because the  youth  11 

se rv ices  wou ld  be  a  2012  expense .   I f  there  was 12 

some b i l l  f r om las t  year  tha t  we  d id  no t  pa y ,  13 

yes ,  you  cou ld  use  i t  fo r  tha t .   Bu t  i t  can  on ly  14 

be  used fo r  a  2011  expend i tu r e .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  wha t  16 

you ' re  te l l i ng  us  is  t ha t  we  can  use  tha t  1 3  17 

m i l l ion  fo r  a  tax  expense to  pay  back  2011.  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I f  we had add i t i ona l  2011 19 

tax  expend i tu res ,  yes ,  we cou ld .   Bu t  we  ha ve - -  20 

the  amount  was $43  m i l l i on  tha t  was accrued ,  and  21 

what  was  necessa ry  to  move ,  was moved.  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Rea l  s imp le .   You can ' t  23 

pay  someth ing  i n  2012 f rom 2011.   You can a sk  24 

A i leen  Katchadour ian ,  she ' s  we l l  f am i l ia r  w i th  25 
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tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    What  i f  we  3 

don ' t  use  tha t  13  mi l l ion?   Where  does  i t  g o?  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t  goes  to  the  bo t tom 5 

l i ne .  6 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    The bo t tom l i ne ,  wh ich  i s  7 

go ing  to  be  a  de f i c i t ,  t ha t ' s  acknow ledged by  the  8 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce .   So i f  you  wan t  to  en hance  9 

the  de f i c i t  more ,  I  guess  tha t  wou ld  be  the .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    To  ge t  back  11 

aga in .   We have  91  m i l l i on  tha t ' s  fo r  an  12 

emergency ,  r i gh t?   I n  my  op in ion ,  c los ing  t he  13 

youth  boards  r i gh t  now i s  an  emergency ,  and  I  14 

wou ld  l i ke  to  see four  m i l l i on  be  used  fo r  t ha t .   15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So,  j us t  a  17 

week  ago  we t rans fer red  17  m i l l i on  f rom a  2 011  18 

cont ingency  fund  ou t  t o  pay  fo r ,  among  o the r  19 

th ings ,  cont rac tua l  expenses  a t  the  ja i l ,  a nd 20 

hous ing  and in te rgovernmen ta l  a f fa i r s  and 21 

sa la r i es ,  and  I ' ve  l ooked in to  i t ,  ma i l i ngs  as  22 

we l l .   Tha t  was  a l l  t r ans fer red  f rom the  20 11 23 

cont ingency  fund ,  17  m i l l i on ,  co r rec t?  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Aga in ,  j us t  t o  make the  25 
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reco rd  s t ra igh t ,  i t  i s  no t  a  fund.   That  wo u ld  2 

be ,  fo r  ins tance ,  you wou ld  n o t  ca l l  t he  sa l a ry  3 

l i ne  a  sa la ry  fund ;  i t ' s  an  expense l i ne .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we  used  our  5 

expense l i ne  to  cove r  where  we  wen t  over  ex penses 6 

on  expense  l i nes  fo r  t he  j a i l  and fo r  hous i ng  and 7 

i n te rgovernmenta l  a f fa i r s ,  co r rec t?  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  tha t  10 

l e f t ,  on  tha t  expense l i ne ,  t he  misce l laneo us 11 

cont ingency  rese rve ,  13  mi l l i on  a t  t he  end o f  12 

2011 ,  co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t  t rans fe r  15 

we  d id ,  jus t  so  i t ' s  c lear  to  everyone ,  tha t  16 

t rans fer  wasn ' t  done  in  2011 ,  tha t  t rans fer  was 17 

done  in  June  2012 because we  don ' t  c lose  ou r  18 

books  un t i l  t he  end o f  June 2012 ,  co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t  i s  cons ide red  a  2011 20 

t rans fer .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   But  you  22 

don ' t  want  to  use  the  13  m i l l i on  tha t ' s  le f t  f o r  23 

2012  expenses  l i ke  you th  board ,  co r rec t?  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    You cannot  use  the  money  25 
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fo r  a  2012  expense .    2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   But  you  3 

cou ld  have  used  i t  f o r  2011 expenses ,  co r re c t?  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Such  as  tax  6 

ce r t s ,  cor rec t?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I f  t ha t  was b rough t  8 

be fo re  th i s  l eg i s la t i ve  body ,  yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i t  was  10 

approved  by  the  leg i s la t i ve  body .   And  you cou ld  11 

have  used the  cont ingency  rese rve  ins tead o f  12 

t r y ing  to  bo r row in  2012  and  count  i t  was  r evenue 13 

in  2011 fo r  t ax  ce r t s .   You cou ld  have  used  the  14 

cont ingency  fund ,  jus t  l i ke  you d id  las t  we ek,  15 

fo r  ex t ra  con t rac tua l  expenses  a t  the  ja i l  and  16 

hous ing  and gove rnmenta l  a f fa i rs  sa la r ies .  17 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Bu t  once  aga in  I  wou ld  18 

s ta te  tha t  N IFA ,  wh ich  i s  the  cont ro l  board ,  t h i s  19 

was the  ac t i on  tha t  they  approved and 20 

recommended.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   They  d idn ' t  22 

approve and recommend tha t  $17  m i l l i on  t ran s fe r  23 

l as t  week - -  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Bu t  they  d id  app rove  the  25 
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bond ing .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    They  had  no th ing  3 

to  do  w i th  i t .   And they  a lso  f rown upon  4 

bo r row ing  fo r  opera t ing  expenses ,  as  does  a nyone  5 

who rea l l y  l ooks  a t  GAP f i nanc ing .  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    However ,  I  t h ink  i t ' s  7 

ve ry  c lear  tha t  NIFA  rea l i zes  tha t  we need to  8 

t rans i t i on  i n to  tha t  p rocess .   Tha t  i s  why they  9 

approved  $305  m i l l ion  wor th  o f  bor rowing  ov e r  10 

four  yea rs .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  a f te r  t h i s  41  12 

m i l l ion  you ' re  go ing  to  come back  fo r  bo r ro w ing  13 

aga in  and aga in ,  cor rec t?  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg ,  as  15 

you know,  the  pe r iod  2000 th rough 2010 ,  we bonded 16 

over  a  b i l l i on  do l la rs .   You ' re  we l l  aware  o f  17 

tha t  and  I  know you are .   The  p lan  tha t  was  18 

adop ted back  in  November ,  ac tua l l y  i n  Decem ber ,  19 

i nc luded  $305  m i l l ion  o f  t ax  cer t i o rar i  f in anc ing  20 

over  fou r  yea rs .   That  i s  wha t  i s  be fo re  yo u .   21 

That  i s  what  was  approved by  the  l eg is la tu r e ,  and 22 

approved  by  N IFA and  tha t  became our  mu l t i - y ea r  23 

p lan .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yeah ,  bu t  the  25 
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p lan  tha t  you ' re  j us t  ta lk ing  abou t  tha t  yo u  sa id  2 

N IFA wou ld  a l low  a  cer ta in  amoun t  o f  bor row ing  3 

was cont ingen t  - -  I  ha te  to  use  tha t  word  - -  bu t  4 

i t  was  con t ingen t  upon  $150 m i l l ion  o f  sav i ngs ,  5 

wh ich  NIFA - -  6 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Labor  cu ts ,  s i r .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Excuse  me.  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Labor  cu ts .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    $150  m i l l i on  10 

wor th  o f  cu ts  o r  sav ings  wh ich  haven ' t  been  11 

ach ieved  ye t .   N IFA says  i t  hasn ' t  been ach ieved  12 

ye t .  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  wou ld  d i f fe r  w i th  tha t .   14 

You were  the  one  a  coup le  minu tes  back  tha t  15 

ta lked  about  sa les  tax .   But  N IFA is  no t  16 

recogn iz ing  the  po ten t ia l  su rp lus  in  sa les  tax .   17 

There  may be  some debt  serv i ce  sav ings ,  bu t  NIFA  18 

i s  no t  recogn iz ing  tha t .   So  I  t h ink  the re  a re  19 

o the r  i t ems the re  tha t  N IFA i s  re fus ing  to  20 

recogn ize .   The re  are  labo r  cont rac ts  tha t  ex tend 21 

ou t  to  2016;  tha t  i s  where  N IFA is  d i rec t in g  us  22 

to  ge t  t he  sav ings .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The reason  why  24 

everyone 's  i n  th is  aud ience r i gh t  now is  be cause  25 
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there ' s  $41 m i l l ion  tha t  you wan t  to  bor row in  12  2 

to  count  i t  as  revenue  in  11 ,  to  l ie  to  the  3 

pub l ic  and  say  the  budge t  in  2011 was ba lan ced .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  go ing  to  be  5 

ou t  o f  o rder  w i th  tha t  k ind  o f  t a l k ,  Mr .  6 

Denenberg .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And th is  comes  - -  8 

l e t  me  f in ish  - -  one  week a f t e r  you took  the  2011 9 

cont ingency  fund ,  took  17  mi l l ion  ou t  o f  i t  bu t  10 

won ' t  use  the  o the r  13  to  pay  fo r  tax  ce r ts .   And 11 

the  mis rep resen ta t ion  you jus t  made abou t  t he  300 12 

m i l l ion  in  bo r rowing  i s  tha t  N IFA has  someh ow 13 

approved  tha t  bo r row ing ,  when  NIFA cond i t ion s  14 

tha t  bor rowing  on  cu ts  tha t  t he  admin i s t ra t i on  15 

has  fa i l ed  to  p roduce.  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    F i rs t  o f f ,  s i r ,  the  41  17 

you were  j us t  re fe renc ing  was  back  i n  Decem ber .   18 

I t  wasn ' t  ac ted  upon  by  th is  body .   I t  was  102  19 

m i l l ion ,  o f  wh ich  41  was  the  j udgmen ts .   So  to  20 

t r y  to  c ross  f i sca l  years  and  de lay  i t  f o r  s ix  21 

months  and  say  i t  neve r  happened ,  there  are  2011  22 

and pr io r ,  most  o f  t he  ac t ions  tha t  we ' re  23 

se t t l i ng  the re  a re  no t  2011 ac t i ons  - -  t hey  are  24 

ac t i ons  f rom 2009,  2008,  2007 .   That  i s  the  25 
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makeup  o f  tax  ce r t s .   And I  know,  Leg is la to r  2 

Denenberg ,  you ' re  qu i te  fami l i a r  w i th  tha t .   3 

These are  o ld ,  o ld  c la ims.   The l i on 's  shar e  o f  4 

wh ich  ex is ted  be fo re  th i s  admin i s t ra t i on  ca me 5 

i n to  power .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The reason  why  I  7 

- -  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t he  reason why I  wou ldn ’ t  vo te  8 

fo r  these tax  ce r t s  - -  and  I  t h ink  i t ' s  9 

r i d i cu lous  tha t  you ' re  ask ing  peop le  to  com e here  10 

and t r y  to  l obby  to  mor tgage  the i r  f u tu re .   A t  11 

the  same t ime  they ' re  rece iv ing  ma i l  t ha t  s a id  12 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  won ' t  bo r row aga ins t  t h e i r  13 

fu tu re ,  you ' re  ho ld ing  up  eve ryone  in  o rder  to  14 

bo r row more  aga ins t  the  fu tu re .   So I  th ink  15 

tha t ' s  w rong  to  beg in  w i th .  16 

 Le t  me  ask  you th i s .   I f  t h i s  bo r row ing  17 

today  was approved ,  you ' re  go ing  to  say  tha t  2011 18 

ended w i thou t  a  de f i c i t ,  cor rec t?  19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I f  t he re  was  f inanc ing  20 

ava i lab le ,  t ha t  wou ld  be  cor rec t ,  s i r .   I f  we had 21 

ac ted  in  December  l i ke  we shou ld  have,  l i ke  the  22 

budget  con templa ted ,  t hen we  wou ldn ’ t  be  he re  23 

today  dea l ing  w i th  th i s  i ssue .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Peop le  here  wou ld  25 
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be  here  today  dea l ing  - -  2 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No t  dea l ing  w i th  the  3 

f i nance issue  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    i f  we  s tayed  - -  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    i f  i t  was  dea l t  w i th  back  6 

i n  December .   Because a  le t te r  came ou t  f ro m the  7 

m ino r i ty  s ta t ing  tha t  i t  was  t ied  to  8 

red i s t r i c t ing .   And we 've  been  k ick ing  the  can  9 

fo r  the  las t  s i x  mon ths  and tha t ' s  where  we  are .   10 

I t ' s  a  f inance i ssue .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  s imp ly  - -  12 

tha t ' s  s imp ly  un t rue .   You  - -  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  can  prov ide  the  le t te r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    e lec ted  to  take  15 

money in  2009  - -  i n  2009 ,  and  $150  m i l l i on  g ap  16 

was c losed  and th i s  leg i s la tu re  gave  a  ded i ca ted  17 

fund  o f  red  l igh t  camera  to  each  and  eve ry  one  o f  18 

these agenc ies .   On May 21  - -  everyone  shou l d  19 

have  been he re  on  May 21  when  tha t  ded ica ted  20 

revenue was taken away  because  you r  budget  i s  21 

shor t .   You have  a  sho r t fa l l  i n  the  budget .   You  22 

jus t  t ook  17  mi l l i on  ou t  o f  a  cont ingency  f und  in  23 

11  tha t  you ' re  say ing  to  these  agenc ies  we can ' t  24 

use fo r  12 .   I ’m  say ing  use the  cont ingency  fund  25 
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f rom 11 to  pay  back  the  l i ab i l i t ies  you had  in  2 

11 ,  wh ich  were  the  tax  cer ts ,  and don ' t  tak e  3 

the i r  ded ica ted  revenue source .  4 

 Once  tha t  ded ica ted  revenue source  i s  5 

taken - -  6 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t ' s  a  she l l  game when  7 

you move  th ings  around  and  you  say  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  wha t  9 

you ' re  do ing .   I  agree .  10 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No ,  no ,  no .   The  money  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  ag ree.   I t ' s  12 

your  she l l  game.   You jus t  sa id  - -  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:     The  budge t  was 14 

contempla ted  on  the  f i nanc ing .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  f in ish .  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No .   I  was  speak ing ,  s i r .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  a  she l l  18 

game - -   19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    You in te r rup ted  me ,  s i r .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   You  21 

in te r rup ted  me.  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  h im f i n i sh  h is  23 

po in t .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  bor rowing  25 
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money in  2012  - -  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  Mr .  Su l l i van  3 

f i n i sh  h is  po in t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    coun t  i t  as  5 

revenue in  2011 .   Bu t  rea l  money  in  2011 ,  y ou 6 

don ' t  want  to  use  fo r  2011  o r  2012 .  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    S i r ,  you  sa id  the  8 

December  f inanc ing  tha t  came before  th is  bo dy ,  9 

the  102 mi l l i on ,  do  you see a  co r re la t ion  t o  10 

what 's  happen ing  today  o r  none?  Was  i t  the  same 11 

tax  ce r t s  tha t  we pu t  fo rward  back  i n  2011?  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You wanted  us  to  13 

bo r row 102  m i l l i on  i n  December?  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  co r rec t .   Fo r  the  15 

se t t lements  and  judgments .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The same t ime you 17 

were  mai l i ng  to  the  peop le ,  a t  t he i r  d ime - -  18 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  wasn ' t  ma i l i ng ,  s i r .   19 

We ' re  ta lk ing  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    tha t  t he  county  21 

execut ive  isn ' t  bo r row ing  aga ins t  the i r  fu t u re .  22 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    abou t  a  f i nance issue 23 

he re .  24 

 You d idn ' t  have  a  prob lem bor row ing  a  25 
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b i l l i on .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  neve r  approved  3 

a  b i l l i on  do l la rs .  4 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    You d idn ' t  s ign  on  to  a  5 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You most  cer ta in ly  7 

d id .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  any  9 

budget  I  eve r  approved  had  $50  m i l l i on  ac tu a l  10 

money,  yea r  i n ,  year  ou t ,  to  pay  fo r  t ax  ce r ts .  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No t  every  yea r .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Near  as  I  cou ld  13 

te l l ,  th is  i s  a l l  abou t  41  m i l l i on .   We wou ld  14 

have  been p lus  n ine  and no  one  wou ld  have b een  15 

he re  because  we  wou ld  have  had  our  ded ica te d  fund 16 

tha t  we c rea ted .   I t ' s  on l y  your  budge ts  th a t  17 

have  zero  fo r  t ax  ce r t s ,  zero .   And then  whe n 18 

N IFA fo rced you  to  pu t  75  mi l l ion  in ,  you ' r e  19 

say ing  tha t ' s  a  she l l ,  you  d idn ' t  - -  20 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No ,  no .   Tha t ' s  no t  what  21 

I 'm say ing ,  s i r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  use  the  75 .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I f  you  check  the  budge t  24 

there ' s  a  75  mi l l i on  cap i ta l  revenue  in  the re .   25 
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So  i f  there ' s  a  cap i ta l  revenue tha t  doesn ' t  come 2 

i n  and  - -  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Su l l i van ,  p lease  4 

s ta r t  over .   The  o ther  members ,  because o f  h is  5 

se l f i shness ,  cou ld  no t  hea r  your  comment .   P lease 6 

s ta r t  over .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  rea l l y  8 

n i ce .   Le t ' s  hea r  i t  f o r  t he  c lass  o f  ou r  C ha i r  9 

he re .   Come on.  10 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' re  jus t  t a l k ing  about  11 

- -  I  came he re  to  ta lk  on  a  t ax  ce r t io ra r i  i tem.   12 

The tax  ce r t  se t t l emen ts  tha t  back  here  wer e  102  13 

m i l l ion .   We ' re  i t em iz ing  now the  judgments ,  14 

wh ich  are  a  much  sma l le r  subse t  o f  t ha t  g ro up.   15 

The f i nanc ing  was contempla ted  i n  2011  and i t  16 

d idn ' t  happen .   And we  a re  s t i l l  seek ing  to  go  to  17 

the  marke t  t o  pay  o f f  those judgments ,  wh ic h  a re  18 

e r ro rs  tha t  occu r red  p rev ious ,  t he  l ion ' s  sh are ,  19 

aga in ,  wh ich  occur red  be tween  2000  and  2010 .   And 20 

tha t ' s  t he  way i t ' s  a lways  been he re ,  i t  ta kes  21 

th ree  or  f ou r  years  fo r  p roper ty  tax  c la ims  to  22 

come before  th i s  body  and then  we approve t hem.  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  was  a t  a  N IFA 24 

meet ing .   How much  - -  wh ich  I  know you  were  there  25 
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and heard .   N IFA  doesn ' t  be l i eve  the  sav ing s  tha t  2 

a re  requ i red  be fore  they  wou ld  approve  the  3 

bo r row ing ,  wh ich  was  supposed  to  be  a  50 /50  4 

sp l i t ,  has  occu r red .   I  was  a t  t ha t  meet ing .   Do  5 

you deny  tha t  N IFA  says  tha t  t he re 's  s t i l l  60  6 

m i l l ion  more  in  sav ings  tha t  has  to  be  p rod uced?  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Wh ich  means we  cu t  90  ou t  8 

o f  l abor .   And i f  you ' re  advocat ing  fo r  ano the r  9 

60  m i l l i on  i n  l abo r  cu ts ,  s i r  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That  wasn ' t  my  11 

ques t ion .  12 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    tha t  i s  someth ing  I  w i l l  13 

b r ing  back .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You jus t  d idn ' t  15 

answer  the  ques t ion .  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We l l  t ha t  i s  t he  17 

ques t ion .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I sn ' t  tha t  wha t  19 

N IFA sa id?  20 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    And we  a re  i n  the  midd le  21 

o f  work ing  w i th  NIFA.   I n  fac t ,  they ' re  acr oss  22 

the  s t ree t  r i gh t  now.   And  we ' re  go ing  to  g o  back  23 

and - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  why  - -  25 
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 MR.  SULL IVAN:   l ook  fo r  60  m i l l i on  i n  2 

cu ts .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  l e t  4 

h im f i n i sh  the  sen tence.  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t ha t ' s  why  - -  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  l e t  7 

h im f i n i sh .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    He 'd  f in ished.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Su l l i van ,  were  10 

you f i n i shed?  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    He 's  smi l i ng .   He 12 

must  be .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Were  you  f in ished?  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t ' s  150  m i l l i on .   And  i f  15 

i t  has  to  be  150  m i l l i on  i n  l abo r ,  t ha t  mea ns we  16 

cannot  use  p ro jec ted  sa les  tax  surp luses  th a t  17 

were  re fe renced  be fo re .   Any  deb t  se rv ice  s av ings  18 

cannot  be  used as  we l l ,  tha t  w i l l  fa l l  t o  th e  19 

bo t tom l ine .   Bu t  the  or ig ina l  dea l  tha t  wa s  20 

contempla ted  in  the  budget  was  $150 mi l l ion  in  21 

l abo r .   And to  Leg is la to r  Denenberg ' s  po in t ,  22 

we ' re  60  m i l l ion  sho r t  and  tha t  means we ' re  go ing  23 

to  have to  go  back  and  tha t ' s  where  ou r  ac t i ons  24 

have  to  be  d i rec ted .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  be l i eve  tha t ' s  2 

why you took  the  ded ica ted  fund,  t o  come up  w i th  3 

some o f  tha t  60  mi l l ion .   And  now you ' re  4 

conven ien t ly  say ing  i t ' s  a l l  about  bor rowin g  fo r  5 

tax  ce r t s ,  wh ich  i s  c razy  because you ' re  go ing  to  6 

come back  to  us  aga in ,  and  aga in ,  and aga in  to  7 

bo r row,  as  Mr .  Naugh ton sa id ,  up  to  305 mi l l ion .  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  co r rec t .   That  9 

was in  the  mu l t i -yea r  p lan .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wh i le  you ' re  11 

ma i l ing  to  the  pub l i c  tha t  you ' re  no t  bo r ro w ing  12 

aga ins t  ou r  fu tu re .  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Wh ich  wou ld  be  a  l ower  14 

amount  tha t  was  bo r rowed  than  prev ious .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  no t  t rue .   16 

That 's  j us t  no t  t rue .  17 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No t  l i ke  M i t t  Romney .   18 

Bu t  I ' l l  be t  you  a  do l la r ;  how 's  tha t ,  s i r?  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You know wha t?   20 

What  was  the  to ta l  amoun t  o f  bor rowing  f rom  2006 ,  21 

07 ,  08 ,  09 ,  10  fo r  t ax  cer ts?   To ta l  amount ?   22 

F i f t y  mi l l ion  to ta l .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  no t  accu ra te .   24 

That  i s  way o f f .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    F i f t y  mi l l ion  fo r  2 

f i ve  yea rs .  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  way o f f .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We pa id  as  we 5 

went  i n  06 ,  07  - -  6 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  can  te l l  you ,  to  the  7 

l e t te r  o f  the  l aw,  2009 had $65 mi l l ion  wor th  o f  8 

bo r row ing .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    2009  d id  no t  have 10 

65  m i l l i on .  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t  was  114  mi l l i on  pa id  -12 

-  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .  14 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    the  res t  was  f inanced.  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Some o f  tha t  was  16 

f rom 2008 and  you know tha t  t ha t ' s  t rue .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  l e t  18 

h im ge t  in  - -  my  God .   Le t  h i m  get  a  sen tenc e 19 

ou t ,  man .    20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You keep  21 

in te r rup t i ng  me .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Somebody ' s  go t  t o .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Who he re  th inks  24 

Mr .  Schmi t t  keeps  in te r rup t i ng  me?  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t h i s  keeps up ,  I 'm 2 

j us t  go ing  to  ca l l  t he  ques t i on  and we ' re  go ing  3 

to  take  a  vo te .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    There  was 3  5 

m i l l ion  in  bond ing  i n  08  and  32  in  09 .   Tha t  was  6 

the  to ta l  o f  i t .   You want  to  do  305  in  one  year .  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    S i r ,  you  can  pu t  t he  8 

s ta temen t  the re  and I ' l l  come back  and  show  you 9 

the  bond .   I  w i l l  show you ,  and then  you  ca n  ho ld  10 

the  OS up and  show you  wha t  went  ou t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t ' s  ca l l  i t  12 

even ,  i f  you  jus t  do  wha t  we  d id  i n  09 .  13 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Oh ,  no ,  no .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Come on.  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Jus t  do  what  we 16 

d id  in  09  and  leave the  ded ica ted  fund  fo r  t he  17 

hea l th  and  human  serv i ces ,  okay?   Leave the m 18 

a lone.   Take  them ou t  o f  t he  equat ion .  19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I 'm no t  in  po wer  to  20 

nego t ia te ,  s i r .   I f  you  want  to  do ,  s ince  y ou ' re  21 

re fe renc ing  wha t  you  d id  back  then ,  i f  we w ant  to  22 

do  the  f inanc ing  l i ke  we  d id  back  then ,  i f  we 23 

want  to  do  the  f inanc ing  l i ke  we  d id  back  t hen ,  24 

maybe tha t ' s  someth ing  we can  ta lk  about .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The f i nanc ing  - -  2 

then  you  wou ld  have to  pu t  50  mi l l ion  in  th e  3 

budget  to  pay-as -you -go fo r  t ax  ce r t s  and 4 

bo r row ing  less  than 50  m i l l i on  eve ry  yea r .  5 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    No .   You  sa id  - -  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  wha t  you 7 

wou ld  have  to  do .  8 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I ' l l  t ake  the  amount  you  9 

ag reed  to  f i nance and I ' l l  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You cou ldn ' t  do  11 

i t .  12 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   pu t  t ha t  in  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You cou ldn ' t  do  14 

i t .  15 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:   t h i s  year 's  budge t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i n  09 ,  when 17 

there  was a  150  mi l l ion  shor t fa l l  we  pu t  th e  18 

money in  the  budge t .   You ' re  say ing  tha t  I  can ' t  19 

use cont ingency  money f rom las t  year ,  even though 20 

you jus t  t ook  17  m i l l i on  l as t  week .  21 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    And where  d id  the  money 22 

come f rom? 23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Can I  use  the  $22 24 

m i l l ion  - -  t he  $22  m i l l i on  su rp lus  - -  I 'm so r ry .   25 
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The $22 mi l l i on  su rp lus  tha t  was  jus t  repor ted  i n  2 

sa les  tax?   Can  we  use  tha t?  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    What  was  repo r ted  in  4 

sa les  tax?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Sa les  tax  fo r  6 

2012  - -  th is  i s  f rom your  o f f i ce .  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That 's  t he  yea r - to -da te ,  8 

s i r .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The su rp lus  is  10 

$22.2  mi l l ion .  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  wou ld  no t  ca l l  12 

someth ing  a  surp lus  when  i t  doesn ' t  end un t i l  13 

Februa ry  2013 .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ca l l ed  i t  a  15 

su rp lus .  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Pro jec ted .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm read ing  your  18 

repo r t .  19 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Pro jec ted .   And NIFA i s  20 

no t  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  says  su rp lus  22 

o f  22 .2  mi l l i on .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Pro jec ted  su rp lus ,  wh ich  24 

N IFA w i l l  no t  g i ve  us  a t  t h i s  po in t ,  s i r .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You d idn ' t  w r i te  2 

tha t  par t  in  i t .   I t  says  the  su rp lus  o f  22 .2  3 

m i l l ion ,  no t  tha t  NIFA  won ' t  l e t  us  use  tha t .   4 

You ' re  say ing  i t ' s  a  surp lus .   Le t ' s  f ind  - -  5 

l e t ' s  take  four  mi l l ion  o f  t ha t  and ho ld  th e  6 

youth  board  who le  and take  - -  7 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    S i r ,  i f  we  a re  8 

acknow ledg ing  the  sa les  tax  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    the  o the r  18  to  10 

pay-as -you -go fo r  the  tax  cer t s .  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I f  we ' re  go ing  to  12 

acknow ledge the  sa les  tax  and  the  debt  serv i ce  13 

numbers ,  t hen  we 've  ach ieved  the  150 .   And i f  you  14 

want  to  ca r ry  tha t  a rgumen t  to  N IFA,  I 'd  be  15 

wa lk ing  locks tep  w i th  you.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Be fore  I  ca l l  17 

on  - -  I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  on  Leg is la to r  Jacob s .  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  have - -  I  t ry  t o  19 

speak in  te rms - -  I  don ' t  cons ider  myse l f  a  20 

f i nance pe rson,  a l though  th rough  a l l  t hese yea rs ,  21 

to  a  deg ree,  I ' ve  been  th rough  mos t  o f  i t .   I  do  22 

know tha t  I  do  my home f inanc ing  a  l i t t l e  23 

d i f f e ren t l y .   My  expenses have  to  be  covered  by  24 

revenue,  and  I  don ' t  keep bo r row ing ,  bor row ing ,  25 
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and bo r row ing  to  pu t  myse l f  i n  the  s i t ua t io ns  2 

tha t  t he  coun ty  keeps ge t t ing  in .   Bu t  r igh t  now 3 

I 'm look ing  ou t  a t  an  aud ience  tha t  i s  f i l l ed  4 

w i th  peop le  who  are  youth  se rv ices .   Peop le  tha t ,  5 

to  a  person up  here ,  we went  ou t  o f  ou r  way  6 

because we  be l i eved so  deep ly  to  make su re ,  to  7 

the  bes t  o f  our  ab i l i t y ,  t h rough  get t i ng  th em 8 

cove red by  the  red  l igh t  camera  money wh ich  was,  9 

by  the  way ,  someth ing  tha t  t h i s  coun ty  exec u t i ve  10 

a t  t he  t ime d id  no t  want  to  do ,  bu t  the  maj o r i t y  11 

a t  t he  t ime sa id  i t ' s  what  we  want  done.   A nd we  12 

managed to  p ro tec t  t hem,  we though t ,  cer ta i n ly  13 

beyond  two  years ,  where  we ' re  end ing  up  now .   I  14 

j us t  don ' t  unders tand.    15 

 I t ' s  2012 money ,  $8  mi l l ion  i n  the  16 

budget .   Fou r  m i l l ion  has  been  spent  a l ready .   17 

I t ' s  now the  end  o f  June .   Fou r  mi l l ion  o f  i t  has  18 

been  spent .   So ,  i n  essence,  we ' re  no t  even  19 

ta lk ing  abou t  $8  m i l l i on .   We ' re  ta l k ing  ab out  $4  20 

m i l l ion .   No t  money tha t  was  go ing  to  he lp  2011,  21 

money tha t ' s  in  the  2012  budge t ,  t ha t  shou ld  be  22 

i n  the  budge t  r i gh t  th rough the  end o f  Dece mber  23 

2012 .    24 

 I ’m t r y ing  to  j us t ,  in  my mind ,  25 
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unders tand  i t .   I  know the re ' s  such a  th ing  as  2 

i t ' s  no t  rea l  money.   I  know tha t  there  are  3 

approp r ia t ions .   I  know tha t  t he re  a re  expe nses 4 

tha t  we 've  t rans fe r red  ra the r  than  revenue than 5 

we  t rans fe r .   When  I  say  I  know,  I  know tha t ' s  6 

the  te rm ino logy ;  I  don ' t  know what  i t ' s  a l l  7 

abou t .   Bu t  I  do  know tha t  $4  mi l l ion  in  th e  8 

scheme o f  th ings  o f  100 mi l l i on-p lus  i s  so  9 

m in i scu le  tha t  t he  on ly  pe rson  tha t  i s  rea l l y  10 

honest ,  I  be l ieve ,  two  weeks  ago ,  was when Mr .  11 

Cha lmers  go t  up  and sa id  he  can ' t  ta lk  abou t  tha t  12 

because tha t  i s  a  po l i cy  dec i s ion .   Whose p o l i cy  13 

dec i s ion  i s  t ha t?   I t  neve r  shou ld  have bee n  a  14 

po l i cy  dec is ion .    15 

 And you know wha t  ou r  one mis take  was?   16 

No t  mak ing  su re  a l l  o f  you  were  he re  be fore  tha t  17 

p ro tec t i on  o f  t he  red  l i gh t  camera  money  18 

o r ig ina l l y  happened and i t  was  taken  away.   So  19 

now,  because  tha t  money was taken away ,  $4  20 

m i l l ion ,  i n  a l l  o f  t hese  tens  o f  m i l l i ons  w e ' re  21 

d i scuss ing ,  a re  a f fec t ing  the  ve ry  peop le  th a t  22 

cannot  con t inue  to  func t ion  un less  the i r  fo u r  23 

m i l l ion  is  l e f t  a lone.   And I 'm so r ry .   No mat te r  24 

how you exp la in  i t  t o  me ,  i t  doesn ' t  make s ense 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  80 Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

to  me tha t  t ha t ' s  the  on ly  $4  mi l l ion  tha t  we 2 

cou ld  take  to  make  th i s  coun ty  who le .  3 

 I  know I 'm  mak ing  a  s ta temen t  and I 'm no t  4 

ask ing  a  ques t ion ,  and  I  apo log ize  fo r  t ha t .   Bu t  5 

I 'm mak ing  th is  s ta temen t  because i t ' s  gnaw ing  6 

away  a t  me  because  i t  makes no  sense .   Thes e  a re  7 

the  ve ry  peop le  - -  I ' ve  spent  a  l i fe t ime  on  th is  8 

l eg i s la tu re ,  f i gh t ing  to  p ro tec t .   And  I  do n ' t  9 

unders tand  why they  wou ld  be  the  very  peop l e  tha t  10 

a  coun ty  execut i ve  s i t t i ng  ups ta i r s  was the  one 11 

who jo ined  w i th  me  when I  was  pres id ing  o f f i ce r  12 

say ing  we rea l l y  d idn ' t  ca re  wha t  they  were  13 

say ing  ups ta i rs ;  we were  go ing  to  do  wha t 's  r i gh t  14 

r i gh t  he re  on  th is  room.   And  I  th ink  th is  $ 4  15 

m i l l ion  shou ld  be  o f f  the  tab le .   I t  shou ld n ’ t  16 

even  be  a  d i scuss ion  r igh t  now.   Th is  i s  17 

someth ing  tha t  shou ld  be  the re .   Tha t ' s  how  I  18 

fee l .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you f i n i shed?  20 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  f in i shed.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Be fo re  I  ca l l  on  22 

M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams,  I  j us t  wan t  to  pu t  a  23 

coup le  o f  th ings  i n to  the  reco rd .  24 

 Mrs .  Jacobs,  when she spoke,  men t ioned  25 
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how she hand les  he r  home f inanc ing  and  how she  2 

does  no t  bor row,  and  bor row,  and  bor row.   A nd 3 

tha t  may  be  t rue  i n  the  case o f  the  home 4 

f i nanc ing .   But  du r ing  the  t ime tha t  Mrs .  J acobs  5 

was the  pres id ing  o f f i ce r  o f  t h i s  leg i s la tu re ,  I  6 

be l i eve  tha t  was  e igh t  yea r ,  t he  l eg is la tu r e  7 

bo r rowed  $100  m i l l ion-p lus  a  yea r  to  pay  fo r  t ax  8 

ce r t s .   Du r ing  tha t  pe r iod  o f  t ime  when the  9 

repub l icans  were  i n  the  mino r i ty ,  no t  one t ime ,  10 

no t  once  d id  we  ever  fa i l  to  p rov ide  the  th ree  11 

vo tes  necessa ry  fo r  the  bond ing  fo r  tax  cer t s  to  12 

fa i l .   We con t inued to  do  the  respons ib le  t h ing  13 

and to  p rov ide  the  admin is t ra t ion ,  a t  tha t  t ime,  14 

even  though we d i f fe red  w i th  them,  the  too l s  15 

necessary  to  keep th is  county  runn ing .    16 

 I  won ’ t  even  beg in  to  comment  on  17 

Leg is la to r  Denenberg 's  d ia t r i be ,  excep t  to  say  18 

tha t  t he re  i s  a  p rob lem ou t  there .   There  i s  a  19 

b ig ,  ser ious  prob lem out  the re ,  and i t ' s  the se  20 

tax  judgments .   I t ' s  no t  t heo ry .   Th is  i s  n o t  21 

maybe what  i f ,  and  i f  A  happens,  B  m ight  ha ppen 22 

bu t  i t  cou ld  be  C.   There ' s  none  o f  tha t .   Th i s  23 

i s  f ac ts .   They ' re  ou t  t he re ,  they ' re  comin g ,  and 24 

they  have to  be  sa t i s f ied .    25 
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 I t ' s  j udgmen ts  f rom 2011  tha t  se t t les  2 

cases  f rom way be fore  we  took  over  i n  th is  3 

coun ty .   Those cases  need to  be  se t t led .   T hey  4 

w i l l  be  pa id  one  way  o r  the  o the r .   And wh i l e  we  5 

can d i sagree  about  whe ther  o r  no t  we  shou ld  be  6 

tak ing  money  f rom he re  o r  the re  in  o rder  to  pay  7 

them,  they  must  be  pa id .   And  sc rap ing  toge the r  8 

a l l  o f  t he  ava i l ab le  money  tha t  in  the  coun ty  9 

tha t  i s  ava i l ab le ,  can  be  made  ava i l ab le  in  o rde r  10 

to  pay  these  judgmen ts  i s  wha t  has  to  be  do ne.  11 

 I ’m so r ry  to  say  and  I  don ' t  mean to  12 

s ta r t  a  donnybrook ,  bu t  i t ' s  j us t  a  fac t  th a t  13 

there  was a  l e t te r  de l i vered  in  January ,  s i gned 14 

by  a l l  n ine  o f  t he  m inor i t y ,  say ing  tha t  th ey  15 

re fused to  bond  un t i l  and un less  they  ge t  - -  I  16 

be l i eve  I 'm quo t ing ,  I  can  ge t  a  copy  o f  th e  17 

l e t te r  i f  need be  - -  t ha t  they  ge t  a  fa i re r  18 

red i s t r i c t ing  sys tem then wha t  they  have  now .   19 

They  don ' t  want  to  hea r  i t .   And  I  know 20 

red i s t r i c t ing  i s  no t  wha t  you ' re  here  fo r .   You 21 

want  you r  money ,  and  I  unders tand tha t .    22 

 Bu t  red i s t r i c t i ng ,  f o r  anybody  who  cares ,  23 

we  have fo rmed a  commiss ion  as  per  the  Coun ty  24 

Char te r .   The  commiss ion  has  f i ve  members  25 
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appo in ted  by  me  and f i ve  members  appo in ted  by  the  2 

m ino r i ty  l eader ,  and  a  non-vo t ing  cha i rman 3 

appo in ted  by  the  county  execu t ive .   And i t  has  4 

i t s  own budge t  and  i t  i s  cha rged ,  under  the  law,  5 

w i th  go ing  fo rward  w i th  a  b ipa r t i san ,  t ransp aren t  6 

red i s t r i c t ing  p rocess .   There  cou ld  be  no th ing  7 

more  t ransparen t  t han tha t .   Bu t  t h i s  i s  no t  8 

abou t  bond ing .   I t ' s  no t  abou t  the  you th  9 

agenc ies .   I t ' s  no t  abou t  the  red  l i gh t  cam era  10 

money.   I t ' s  un for tuna te ly  and  i t ' s  ug ly .   I t  i s  11 

abou t  po l i t i cs ,  tha t ' s  wha t  i t  i s .   I  unders tand  12 

they  go t  t he i r  o rders  f rom the i r  boss .   And  i t ' s  13 

democra t ,  po l i t i ca l  b lackmai l  tha t  i s  b r ing ing  us  14 

to  th i s  po in t .    15 

 They  have been t ry ing  to  fo rce  the  county  16 

execut ive ' s  hand .   And  why  they  went  to  the  17 

coun ty ,  I  can ' t  beg in  to  unde rs tand because  he  18 

has  no  ro le  i n  th i s  p rocess ,  bu t  t hey  d id .   And 19 

they ' re  t r y ing  to  fo rce  h i s  hand  to  g i ve  th em 20 

what  they  are  no t  en t i t l ed  to  have .   And  th e  21 

coun ty  execu t ive ,  r i gh t l y ,  i s  no t  go ing  to  22 

b lackmai led  and  I  can  te l l  you  I 'm  not  go in g  to  23 

be  b lackma i led .   And  th i s  i s  where  we are .  24 

 So  we 've  go t  a  bond on  the  tab le .   I f  the  25 
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bond  i s  no t  passed ,  there  w i l l  be  consequen ces  2 

tha t  have to  f l ow f rom tha t  ac t i on  o f  no t  3 

suppor t i ng  the  bond.   I t ' s  no t  about  be ing  mean.   4 

I t ' s  no t  abou t  how th i s  s ide  o r  tha t  s ide  wa nts  5 

to  hur t  you  o r  hur t  the  k ids .   I t ' s  no th ing  abou t  6 

tha t .   I t ' s  abou t  the  need  to  pay  judgments  tha t  7 

a re  coming  he re .   I  don ' t  know exac t ly  what  the  8 

t ime f rame is ,  bu t  every th ing  I 'm  led  to  be l i eve ,  9 

i t  w i l l  be  p re t t y  qu ick l y .   I sn ' t  tha t  so ,  Mr .  10 

Su l l i van?  11 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Yes ,  s i r .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  you  go .   So,  13 

anyway .  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  can  I  15 

ask  - -  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Su re ,  Mrs .  Jacobs.   17 

I ' d  love  to  have  a  debate  w i th  you .   You ' re  one 18 

o f  my favo r i t e  peop le .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Thanks ,  Mr .  Schmi t t .   20 

I  rea l l y  app rec ia te  tha t .   We  do  agree  on  o ne 21 

th ing ;  t ha t  a  b ig  p rob lem is  the  tax  j udgme n ts .   22 

We agree  tha t  t he  tax  ce r t  who le  s i t ua t i on ' s  been 23 

a  prob lem f rom the  very  beg inn ing ,  t he  way i t ' s  24 

done  in  Nassau County ,  e tce te ra .   Bu t  we  d i d  fo rm 25 
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pay-go  under  the  p r io r  admin i s t ra t ion ,  and w e d id  2 

have  $50  m i l l ion  se t  as ide  - -  we  f ina l l y  go t  t o  3 

tha t  po in t  o f  be ing  ab le  to  s e t  $50 mi l l ion  as ide  4 

i n  eve ry  budget .   And pay-go  means  tha t  i t ' s  par t  5 

o f  t he  genera l  ope ra t i ng  fund .  6 

 Le t  me  say  someth ing  to  you.   I f  you ' re  7 

ta lk ing  abou t  dec i s ions  made  and  you ' re  ta l k ing  8 

abou t  p r io r i t ies ,  the  sc rewed  up  p rob lems h e re  9 

and the  sc rewed  up  p rob lem i s  ac tua l l y  sc re wed  up 10 

p r io r i t i es .   When you on ly  can  f ind  the  one  b lock  11 

o f  peop le  w i th  a  l i t t l e  meas ly  fou r  mi l l ion  - -  12 

now,  i n  ou r  l i ves  four  m i l l i on  wou ld  be  ver y  n ice  13 

to  w in  i n  Lo t to  one day .   Bu t  in  th i s  wor ld ,  $4  14 

m i l l ion ,  cons ide r  the  who le ,  i s  l i te ra l l y  no th ing  15 

and is  eve ry th ing  to  eve rybody  ou t  t he re .   Tha t  16 

i s  wha t ' s  c razy .   That  i s  wha t  where  p r io r i t ies  17 

quoted  to  be  po l i cy  rea l l y  f a l l s  apa r t .   An d ,  18 

yes ,  I  do  be l ieve  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  pu t  t ha t  19 

fo rward .   I  don ' t  be l i eve  anyone  here  woke u p one 20 

morn ing  dec id ing  they ' re  go ing  to  cu t  youth  21 

agenc ies .  22 

 I ’m so r ry ,  Pe te r .   The re 's  enough b lame 23 

to  go  around  a l l  t he  way  fo r  why  these  peop le  are  24 

he re  today .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    As  Mr .  Su l l i van  3 

had ind i ca ted ,  N IFA is  no t  a l l ow ing  us ,  the  4 

Coun ty ,  advances  we ' re  mak ing  in  sa les  tax  5 

aga ins t  th is  60  mi l l ion  more  we have  to  mak e  up 6 

i n  te rms  o f  l abo r  sav ings .   So  f rom NIFA 's  7 

pe rspec t ive ,  we ' re  $60  m i l l i on  i n  the  ho le  a t  8 

th is  po in t  un less  we  can  ach ieve  more  sav ing s  9 

f rom labor .   You  add  $40  m i l l i on  on  top  o f  t ha t  10 

fo r  the  judgmen ts  tha t  a re  no t  be ing  approv ed 11 

today ,  i n  te rms  o f  t he  bond ing ,  and you ' re  12 

l ook ing  a t  $100  mi l l ion  de f i c i t  in  a  budget  13 

tha t ' s  ex t remely  t igh t .  14 

 I t ' s  been sa id  ove r  and over  aga in ,  i t ' s  15 

a  meas ly  $4  m i l l ion  tha t  cou ld  pay  the  yout h  16 

agenc ies .   You ' re  in  the  bus iness  o f  p rov id ing  a  17 

ve ry  va luab le  se rv ice .   Bu t  t he  coun ty  does  a  lo t  18 

o f  t h ings  tha t  a re  va luab le .   So  wha t ' s  be i ng  19 

sugges ted  is  we ' l l  pay  you  and  we ' l l  dea l  w i th  20 

the  consequences  la te r .   What  a re  we  suppose d to  21 

do?  A re  we supposed  to  cu t  t he  ch i l d  p ro te c t i ve  22 

se rv ices  workers  tha t  v i s i t  t he  abused  ch i l d ren?   23 

A re  we  supposed  to  cu t  t he  hea l th  depar tmen t  tha t  24 

i nspec ts  the  wa ter  supp ly?   A re  we  supposed  to  25 
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take  cops  o f  the  s t ree t?   There  are  no  easy  2 

answers  he re .   Le t ' s  save the  youth  agenc ie s  bu t  3 

cu t  ch i l d  p ro tec t i ve  serv i ces  doesn ' t  seem to  4 

make  any  sense to  me .    5 

 The fac t  o f  t he  ma t te r  i s  the  s i ze  o f  6 

th is  de f ic i t ,  i f  t hey  fa i l  t o  approve the  7 

bond ing ,  i s  so  huge tha t  no  ma t te r  how you l ook  8 

a t  i t ,  no  ma t te r  how many numbers  you th row  up ,  9 

i t ' s  go ing  to  a f fec t  eve ry  agency  in  th i s  c oun ty  10 

pe r iod .   The re ' s  no  o the r  way  to  do  i t .    11 

 Th is  p rob lem is  so  b ig  tha t  t here  is  12 

abso lu te ly  no  way tha t  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  be  13 

a f fec ted ,  pe r iod .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Abrahams.  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  16 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .   I f  Mr .  Naugh ton  and 17 

Mr .  Su l l i van  cou ld  come back .   18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You go t  t o  the  back  19 

o f  t he  room awfu l l y  qu ick l y .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  a l so  may  ask .   21 

Be fo re  you  ac tua l l y  take  the  vo te ,  I  wou ld  a lso  22 

l i ke  to  g i ve  a  s ta tement .   I f  I 'm the  las t  23 

speaker ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  be  ab le  to  p rov ide  a  24 

s ta temen t  as  we l l .  25 
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 How are  you gen t lemen?   I  jus t  have a  2 

coup le  o f  - -  I ' d  ra the r  g i ve  the  s ta tement  3 

be fo re .  4 

 I  jus t  have a  coup le  o f  qu ick ,  qu i ck  5 

ques t i ons .   Gran ted ,  t he  fo l ks  i n  th is  room  - -  6 

and th is  i s  no t  fo r  any  app lause  o r  any th in g  7 

a long those l ines .  8 

 The fo lks  in  th i s  room a re  concerned  9 

abou t  the i r  f und ing .   Obv ious l y ,  we have  ma de the  10 

connec t ion  - -  no t  we ,  my  co l l eagues to  the  r igh t  11 

and the  coun ty  execu t i ve  has  made the  conne c t ion  12 

be tween bond ing  fo r  $40-p lus  m i l l i on  t ied  13 

d i rec t ly  t o  you th  se rv ices  and  hea l th  and h uman 14 

se rv ices  tha t  ex is t  in  th i s  coun ty .   Obv iou s ly ,  15 

i t ' s  a lso  been s ta ted  by  I  be l ieve  the  O f f i ce  o f  16 

Leg is la t i ve  Budget  Rev iew tha t  t he  board  t r ans fe r  17 

tha t  was  vo ted  on  las t  week i s  a  mechan ism.   I  18 

know i t ' s  app rop r ia t ion ,  i t ' s  no t  cash .   Bu t  19 

tha t ' s  a  mechan ism to  address  a  2011  expens e  w i th  20 

a  2011  yea r -end  board  t rans fe r .   Am I  co r rec t  in  21 

what  I  j us t  summar ized?  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Bas ica l l y ,  the  24 

i ssue o f  t he  $40  m i l l i on  tha t  these fo lks  a re  25 
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he re  about  today  i s  be ing  addressed th rough  th is  2 

mechan ism.   Am I  cor rec t  by  say ing  tha t?  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The on ly  p rob lem w i th  the  4 

mechan ism is  tha t  i t  r educed  our  fund ba lan ce to  5 

a  leve l  tha t  we  know we shou ld  no t  be  a t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand tha t .   7 

And tha t ' s  a  fa i r  po in t .   Wou ldn ' t  i t  be  fa i r  to  8 

say  a l so ,  no t  know ing what  the  c red i t  agenc ies  9 

wou ld  do ,  i sn ' t  i t  f a i r  to  a l so  say  tha t  10 

cont inu ing  to  bond  fo r  a  fou r -year  p lan  tha t  11 

re l i es  s t r i c t l y  on  bond ing  and  no t  pay ing  t ax  12 

ce r t io ra r i s  ou t  o f  t he  opera t i ng  budge t ,  wh ich  13 

has  been  done  a l so  fo r  t he  l as t  s i x  o r  seve n  14 

years ,  cou ldn ' t  tha t  very  we l l  j eopard ize  o u r  15 

bond  ra t ing  as  we l l?  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  i t  wou ld  no t  because  17 

the  bond  ra t i ng  agenc ies  a re  we l l  aware  o f  t he  18 

coun ty 's  p lan  and they  have a f f i rmed  our  ra t ings .   19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand tha t ,  20 

Mr .  Naughton .  21 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    One o the r  th ing ,  s i r .  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Sure .  23 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I t  does  phase- in  24 

opera t ing  do l la rs .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand tha t .  2 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    Okay .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  t h ink  the  ra t ing  4 

agenc ies  - -  and  I  was  read ing  over  the  repo r t .   5 

One o f  t he  th ings  tha t  t hey  l i ke  about  the  fac t  6 

tha t  t he  coun ty  has  is  N IFA 's  overs igh t  to  7 

p rov ide  advan tages  to  jump ove r  these hu rd l es .   8 

Obv ious l y ,  i f  t he  cu ts  tha t  w ere  be ing  dec la red  9 

to  made in  February  o f  ear l i e r  t h i s  year  in  the  10 

tune  o f  $150  mi l l i on ,  wh ich  I  be l i eve  we ' re  no t  11 

any  c loser  to  mak ing ,  I  be l i eve  we ' re  a t  90  or  12 

100 - -  cor rec t  me i f  I 'm  wrong .   I f  tha t  i s  the  13 

case ,  I  th ink  i t  wou ld  be  mis led  - -  we  wou l d  be  14 

m is lead ing  the  pub l i c  i f  we jus t  sa id  tha t  15 

bas i ca l l y  NIFA wou ld  suppor t  bond ing  i n  16 

con junc t ion  w i th  the  mul t i -ye a r  p lan  because  they  17 

suppor ted  the  mu l t i - year  p lan ,  as  wou ld  the  18 

c red i t  agenc ies ,  because  they  a l so  a re  expe c t ing  19 

$150  m i l l i on  in  cu ts  fo r  t h i s  year .  20 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    That  i s  co r rec t .   And 21 

N IFA i s  ac ross  a t  One West  S t ree t  and we ' re  22 

meet ing  w i th  them in  f i ve  minu tes .   And the  goa l  23 

o f  t ha t  meet ing  is  t o  f i nd  add i t iona l  cu ts .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  Su l l i van ,  I  25 
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apprec ia te  tha t  e f fo r t .   Bu t  t hose  cu ts  were  2 

supposed  to  be  made in  Februa ry .  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' re  in  nego t ia t i ons ,  4 

s i r .   And,  as  you know,  in  2009 labo r  inc re ases  5 

tha t  were  schedu led  were  k icked ou t  and de f e r red  6 

un t i l  th is  admin is t ra t ion .   So  tha t  was one  way 7 

they  c losed 2009 ,  to  de fer ra l s  w i th  the  CSEA ,  the  8 

PBA,  the  DAI ,  and the  SOA,  wh ich  i s  now com ing  9 

due now.  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand h i s  11 

po in t .   There 's  no  reason to  gave l  me.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The res t  o f  us  m ight  13 

want  to  hear  the  who le  sen tence.  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I 'm  jus t  say ing  I  15 

unders tand .   A l l  I  meant  to  say  is  i f  he  wa s  16 

go ing  to  go  i n to  a  l onger  s ta temen t ,  wh ich  you  17 

a re  comp le te l y  en t i t led  to  do ,  I  unders tand  18 

exac t l y  where  i t ' s  coming f rom.   I  was  j us t  go ing  19 

to  save h im a  few brea ths ,  t ha t ' s  a l l  I  was  20 

t r y ing  to  do .  21 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  make su re  I  emphas ize  the  22 

po in t  tha t  obv ious ly  I  know you ' re  go ing  th rough  23 

these d i scuss ions .   Bu t  I  th ink  i t ' s  very  24 

impera t i ve  fo r  t he  genera l  pub l i c  to  unders tand 25 
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tha t  t he  $40  mi l l i on ,  the  ve ry  $40  m i l l i on  wh ich  2 

they ' re  ask ing  my s ide  o f  the  a i s le  to  supp or t  i s  3 

go ing  to  be  addressed th rough  - -  l e t ' s  j us t  ca l l  4 

i t  a  mechan ism,  because we ' re  us ing  5 

approp r ia t ion ,  cash,  and  chances  a re  a  l o t  o f  6 

peop le  a re  p robab ly  no t  be ing  ab le  to  fo l lo w  the  7 

te rm ino logy  qu i te  as  we l l .   Bu t  the  fac t  rem ains  8 

tha t  t ha t  i ssue  tha t  t hey ' re  be ing  t ied  to  - -  9 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  peop le  a re  be ing  t ied  t o ,  i s  10 

be ing  addressed .   So ,  c lea r l y  now,  i f  the  11 

l eg i s la tu re  - -  I 'm  sor ry .   I f  the  coun ty  12 

execut ive  dec ides  to  go  fo rward  w i th  a  cu t  on  13 

Ju ly  5 ,  o f  cu t t i ng  you th  board  agenc ies  to  t he  14 

tune  o f ,  as  Ms.  Jacobs  has  i nd ica ted ,  $4  mi l l i on  15 

fo r  the  res t  o f  th is  yea r ,  t hen tha t ' s  s t r i c t l y  a  16 

po l i cy  dec is ion .   That 's  no  l onger  a  dec is i on  to  17 

ensu re  tha t  we ' re  ab le  to  cove r  the  $40 mi l l ion  18 

tha t ' s  exposure  in  2011.   Am I  cor rec t  by  s ay ing  19 

tha t?  20 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    S i r ,  as  you re fe renced  21 

be fo re ,  I  th ink  there  are  two  gaps  here .   T here  22 

i s  t ha t  i ssue ,  bu t  t he re  i s  a l so  the  $150 m i l l ion  23 

l abo r  ta rge t  tha t  NIFA  has  es tab l i shed  fo r  2012.   24 

So ,  as  you  r i gh t ly  po in t  ou t ,  we ' re  abou t  5 0  to  25 
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$60 mi l l ion  sho r t  on  tha t .   S o  tha t ' s ,  you  k now -2 

-  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Then Mr .  Su l l i van ,  4 

then  - -  le t  me  jus t  be  c lear  then.   Then  wha t  5 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  i s  p lugg ing  a  ho le  - -  t h e i r  6 

$4  m i l l i on  - -  f o r  someth ing  t ha t  t hey ' re  no t  here  7 

fo r  today .   We ' re  he re  to  ta l k  about  a  $40 8 

m i l l ion  i t em in  bond ing .   Wha t  you ' re  say in g  9 

bas i ca l l y  i s  now we ' re  j us t  go ing  to  sh i f t  t he i r  10 

f i gh t  to  the  $150 mi l l ion .   Any  youth  agenc y  tha t  11 

I  have  spoken  to  ove r  the  las t ,  I  wou ld  say ,  12 

coup le  o f  weeks ,  I ' ve  a lways  to ld  them w i tho ut  13 

know ing how the  admin i s t ra t i on  was  go ing  to  14 

i den t i f y  t he  $150 mi l l ion ,  t hey  are  s t i l l  15 

vu lnerab le  whether  th i s  40  m i l l i on  ge ts  don e  o r  16 

no t .   So  the  fac t  rema ins  the  $40 mi l l ion  t ha t  17 

everybody though t  they  needed  us  to  bond  fo r  18 

today ,  t ha t ' s  be ing  addressed  th rough th is  19 

mechan ism tha t ' s  be ing  done.   Bu t  now you h ave  a  20 

g rea te r  f i gh t .   I f  t he  l eg is la tu re  doesn ' t  21 

approve any  bond ing ,  now you ' re  t i ed  i n to  $ 150  22 

m i l l ion ,  t he  same $150  m i l l i on  wh ich  has  no t  been 23 

me t  and i t ' s  ove rdue  s ince  February .  24 

 Le t  me  make su re  i f  I 'm under s tand ing  25 
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th is  cor rec t l y .   I f  you  come - -  i f  you  can ' t  make 2 

a  dea l  w i th  N IFA to  ge t  to  the  150  and  say ,  fo r  3 

example ,  you  ge t  t o  125 or  130 ,  then  bas ica l l y  4 

these guys  a re  r igh t  back  on  the  chopp ing  b lock  5 

i n  a  coup le  o f  weeks .   Am I  co r rec t  by  say in g  6 

tha t?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  tha t  i s  no t  what  we 8 

were  say ing .   We were  say ing  tha t  the  $41 m i l l ion  9 

i ssue,  yes ,  i t ' s  be ing  taken  care  o f  t h roug h  th i s  10 

mechan ism,  to  use  your  te rm.   However ,  t ha t  11 

mechan ism is  no t  a  p rudent  me thod to  hand le  the  12 

i ssue.   There fo re ,  we need  to  be  ab le  to  ad d ress  13 

how we ' re  go ing  to  make up  tha t  $41 mi l l ion  14 

de f i c i t  tha t ' s  be ing  c rea ted ,  and the  youth  15 

agenc ies  i s  a  mechan ism to  he lp  make  up tha t  $41  16 

m i l l ion  de f i c i t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  unders tand tha t .   18 

And you a l so  have a  de f i c i t  - -  I  don ' t  want  to  19 

use de f i c i t  because genera l l y  we ' re  look ing  fo r  20 

sav ings .   Bu t  you a l so  have an  i ssue  o f  whe re  21 

you ' re  l ook ing  fo r  an  add i t i ona l  amoun t  o f  22 

sav ings .   Wha t ' s  t ha t  number  tha t  you ' re  lo ok ing  23 

fo r?   I  hear  i t ' s  90  m i l l i on  ach ieved today .   I  24 

heard  i t  was  100 .   I ' ve  even  heard  as  h igh  as  25 
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120.   What 's  the  number  tha t  you ' re  look ing  fo r  2 

tha t  you  a re  negot ia t i ng  w i th  NIFA?  3 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    We ' re  meet ing  w i th  N IFA 4 

now,  s i r .   I t ' s  somewhere  be tween 50  to  $60  5 

m i l l ion  o f  p rospec t i ve  ac t ions .   I  t h ink  i t ' s  6 

c loser  to  50 .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .   So  tha t  40  8 

to  $60  m i l l i on  tha t  you are  l ook ing  fo r  in  9 

add i t i ona l  sav ings  cou ld  very  we l l  - -  what  I 'm  10 

t r y ing  to  ask  Mr .  Naughton  and  maybe  I 'm  no t  11 

be ing  c lea r .   What  I 'm  t ry ing  to  f igure  ou t  i s  12 

what  i f  N IFA  says ,  okay ,  we ' re  on l y  go ing  t o  - -  13 

we  can  on ly  come to  an  agreement  on  125.   T hen  14 

where  does  tha t  leave the  admin i s t ra t i on?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The prob lem tha t  we ' re  16 

hav ing  w i th  N IFA r igh t  now i s  tha t  we have 17 

iden t i f i ed  the  $50  m i l l i on ;  t hey  don ' t  l i ke  the  18 

cho ices  tha t  we 've  made.   We have iden t i f ie d  $30  19 

m i l l ion  o f  debt  sav ings .   Tha t  i s  a  leg i t im a te  20 

number  based  o f f  our  bor rowing .   We ' re  no t  go ing  21 

to  spend  the  money .   We fee l  t ha t  i s  a  l eg i t imate  22 

way to  c lose  the  gap .    23 

 N IFA  has  come back  and  sa id  to  us ,  no ,  we 24 

want  i t  f r om labor .   So  based  on  tha t  scena r io ,  25 
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the  youth  agenc ies  wou ld  no t  be  impacted  be cause  2 

they  a re  l ook ing  fo r  l abor  cu ts .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  Naugh ton,  I  4 

respec t  your  pos i t ion  in  nego t ia t i ons .   I  r ea l l y  5 

do .   But  t he  bo t tom l i ne  i s  i f  t hey ' re  no t  6 

ag ree ing  to  i t ,  then  you  don ' t  have i t .   So  le t ' s  7 

ge t  back  to  the  po in t  aga in .  8 

 The po in t  i s  i f  you  don ’ t  ge t  to  the  $150 9 

m i l l ion ,  l i ke  the  po l i cy  dec i s ion  tha t ' s  be ing  10 

made  today  even  though  you  go t  t he  40 ,  you ' re  11 

coming  up  w i th  a  d i f fe ren t  mechan ism but  yo u  go t  12 

the  40 .   The  mechan ism today  i s  more  o f  - -  t he  13 

dec i s ion  today  to  cu t  youth  board  agenc ies  i n  a  14 

coup le  o f  weeks  is  more  o f  a  po l i cy  one.   S o  wha t  15 

I 'm ask ing  i s  what 's  t he  po l i cy  go ing  to  be  i f  16 

you can ' t  come to  an  agreemen t  w i th  NIFA on  the  17 

150?   You 've  se t  ou t  a  pa th  to  ge t  t o  the  1 50,  18 

and they  have  to  agree  to  i t .   Wha t  i f  t hey  ag ree 19 

to  125?  Th is  i s  a  f inance  po l i cy .   20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    C lea r l y ,  we a re  s t i l l  21 

work ing  on  how we i t  w i l l  be  done.    22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Leg is la to r  Ab rahams 25 
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b r ings  up  some good po in ts .   Bu t  my ques t io n ,  2 

then ,  I  th ink  - -  I ' ve  gone  to  some N IFA mee t ings  3 

as  we l l ,  and  I ' ve  wr i t ten  them.  4 

 Were  you  f in i shed,  Kevan?  I 'm  sor ry .  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No.   Go  r igh t  6 

ahead,  Den ise .    7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no .   He ' s  no t .   8 

F in i sh  - -   9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  have  a  10 

s ta temen t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  d idn ' t  want  to  jump 12 

ahead o f  you .  13 

 Cons ider ing  the  fac t  t ha t  NIFA  i s  ho ld ing  14 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  i n to  $150  m i l l i on  i n  l abo r  15 

sav ings ,  cor rec t?  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  tha t  i s  a  separa te  18 

i ssue comp le te l y  d i f fe ren t  f rom the  judgmen ts  19 

tha t  a re  be ing  he ld  aga ins t  u s  fo r  $41  m i l l i on ,  20 

co r rec t?  21 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So tha t  even i f  - -  i f  23 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  you can  on ly  negot ia t e  $42  24 

m i l l ion  say  o r  $40  m i l l i on  i n  labo r  sav ings ,  N IFA 25 
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wou ld  s t i l l  cons ider  i t  a  $20  mi l l ion  de f ic i t  in  2 

l abo r  cos ts ,  co r rec t?  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Ten mi l l ion ,  yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Ten  m i l l i on .   5 

Someth ing  tha t  - -  wou ld  i t  impac t  any  o f  th i s ,  6 

the  bo r row ing  tha t  we are  ask ing  fo r  t he  ta x  7 

ce r t s ,  cor rec t?  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  j us t  wan t  to  po in t  10 

ou t  though ,  too ,  because  I  know tha t  f o r  a l l  o f  11 

us ,  w i th  th i s  $42 mi l l ion  tha t  we are  ask in g  to  12 

bond ,  i t  i s  very  d i f f i cu l t .   And  I  know tha t  13 

N IFA,  and I  have  wr i t t en  to  N IFA in  rega rds  to  14 

th is ,  because  I  know tha t  I  t h ink  I  m igh t  h ave  15 

the  years  wrong .   In  2005 or  04  they  had  16 

au thor ized  $190  mi l l ion  fo r  bond ing .   Cor re c t?   17 

A t  some po in t .  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  I  had  asked  them 20 

i f  t hey  wou ld  a t  l eas t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime ,  he lp  us  - -  21 

a l low the  county  execu t i ve  to  access  the  $4 2  22 

m i l l ion  f rom tha t ,  you  know,  so  tha t  we can  then  23 

avo id  a l l  o f  th i s ,  so  tha t  we ' re  no t  ho ld in g  24 

peop le  hos tage o r  - -  you  know,  because  no t  on l y  25 
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a re  we  look ing  a t  cu ts  to  ou r  youth  groups ,  bu t  2 

there  is  36  o the r  mi l l ion  do l l a rs  tha t  o the r  3 

peop le  a re  go ing  to  be  impac ted  by  the  cu ts  4 

there ,  cor rec t?  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  accu ra te .  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  i t  may  go  in to ,  7 

l i ke  as  Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo  sa id ,  t ha t  o th e r  8 

agenc ies  w i l l  f ee l  t he  pa in  j us t  as  we l l .   We may 9 

l ose ,  whethe r  i n  ch i ld  p ro tec t ive  se rv ices  - -  10 

we 've  a l ready  seen  in  the  Nassau  County  Ja i l  t ha t  11 

a  lo t  o f  corpora ls  had  been demoted a t  a  lo ss  o f  12 

pay  fo r  them and  a  l o t  o f  changes tha t  have  been  13 

go ing  on  tha t  have  been impac t ing  ou r  work f o rce ,  14 

co r rec t?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    R igh t .   And I  th ink  where  16 

tha t  needs  to  be  recogn ized i s  tha t  th is  17 

admin i s t ra t i on  has  a l ready  reduced  the  work force  18 

th rough layo f fs ,  t h rough  incen t i ve  p rograms ,  so  19 

we 've  a l ready  taken many  cu ts  and we  w i l l  h ave  to  20 

do  more .  21 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    R igh t .   And  as ide  f rom 22 

- -  and  I  know tha t  we have  th e  reserve  fund ,  t he  23 

fund  ba lance  wh ich  we need  to  make  sure  tha t  our  24 

bond ing  s tays  a t  a  l ower  s tays  a t  a  lower  r a te  25 
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than  i f  we  had - -  l i ke ,  i f  i t  came a t  a  low er  2 

ra te  and  we bonded  anymore  i n  the  fu tu re ,  w e 'd  3 

have  to  pay  a  h igher  i n te res t  ra te .   I s  tha t  4 

co r rec t?  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  r i gh t .  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And ,  you know,  jus t  t o  7 

remind  even our  fe l l ow  leg is la to rs  to  the  l e f t  o f  8 

me ,  way on  the  l e f t ,  on  the  democra t ic  and 9 

m ino r i ty  caucus ,  t ha t  we  a re  p repared i f  th e  10 

bond ing  is  vo ted  on  today ,  t he  $42  m i l l i on ,  tha t  11 

I  know tha t  t h i s  s ide  w i l l  be  w i l l ing  to  vo te  to  12 

res tore  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund ing  to  the  youth  13 

g roups .  14 

 Thank you.  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Can we  b r ing  - -  Mr .  16 

Kope l ,  I  need  you in  you r  sea t .   We ' re  go in g  to  17 

vo te .  18 

 Leg is la to r  T ro iano ,  and then  we ' re  go ing  19 

to  wrap th is  up  a f te r  DeRigg i -Wh i t ton .  20 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Thank you.   Good  21 

a f te rnoon.  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Good  a f te rnoon .  23 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    There ' s  been  a  l o t  24 

o f  d iscuss ion  today  abou t  numbers ,  91  mi l l i on ,  13  25 
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m i l l ion ,  41  m i l l ion ,  8  m i l l i on ,  and 4  mi l l i o n  and 2 

i t  makes  eve rybody 's  head sp in .   As  the  Pre s id ing  3 

O f f i ce r  sa id ,  i t  causes  your  eyes  to  g laze  ove r .  4 

 We know th rough  a l l  o f  t ha t  - -  and  I  5 

th ink  you wou ld  ag ree to  th i s  - -  whe ther  i t ' s  6 

househo ld  budge t ing  or  governmen t  budget ing ,  t ha t  7 

budget ing ,  l i ke  l i fe ,  i s  a  se r ies  o f  cho ice s  and  8 

tha t  one  a lways  has  cho ices  to  make abou t  h ow to  9 

spend money,  whe ther  i t  be  in  your  househo ld  o r  10 

your  government .   I s  t ha t  co r rec t?  11 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  wou ld  be  fa i r .  12 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    That  wou ld  be  fa i r .   13 

Thank you.   A l though  we have  heard  today  f r om 14 

some o f  my  co l l eagues on  the  fa r  r igh t  o f  m e  tha t  15 

there  is  no  cho ice ,  tha t  i t ' s  e i ther  cu t  the se  16 

cont rac ts  o r  cu t  ch i ld  p ro tec t ive  se rv ices .   So 17 

we  put  one  o the r  agency  aga ins t  the  o the r  a gency ,  18 

bo th  o f  wh ich  we  wan t  to  suppor t  and  they  k now we 19 

want  to  suppor t .   So  they  se t  up  a  Hobson 's  20 

cho ice ,  in  wh ich  we ' re  l e f t  say ing  we have no  21 

cho ice  bu t  t o  cu t  the  youth  se rv ices .   But ,  in  22 

fac t ,  as  you  a l ready  acknowledged,  budge t in g  i s  a  23 

se r ies  o f  cho ices ,  o f  se t t ing  your  p r i o r i t i es .   24 

So  I  f e l t  cha l l enged  by  the  o the r  s ide  to  c ome up 25 
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w i th  someth ing  e lse  tha t  you  m ight  choose t o  cu t  2 

o the r  than  you th  serv i ces  and  o the r  soc ia l  3 

o rgan iza t i ons .   And the  one tha t  I  f ound  f r om 4 

j us t  a  very  qu i ck  rev iew  o f  t he  budget  was the  5 

coun ty  execu t ive 's  cons t i t uen t  serv i ce  o f f i ce ,  6 

wh ich  was or ig ina l l y  budge ted  a t  about  $2  m i l l ion  7 

and somehow in  May  go t  up  to ,  go  i nc reased t o  8 

$3 .8  m i l l i on  a t  the  same t ime  tha t  we ' re  ta l k ing  9 

abou t  cu t t ing  d i re ly  needed se rv ices  o f  $4  10 

m i l l ion .   And  te l l  me abou t  tha t  cho ice .   A  11 

cho ice  we have be tween  hav ing  ou r  ch i l d ren  be  12 

ha rmed  o r  se rv ing  the  coun ty  execu t i ve 's  o f f i ce  13 

by  con t inu ing  to  g ive  ou t  ma i l ings  on  h i s  be ha l f ,  14 

sa lu t i ng  wha t  a  g rea t  job  he ' s  do ing  fo r  15 

ch i l d ren .   No  thank  you,  Ed Mangano.  16 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  wou ld  say  tha t  one  o f  17 

the  f i rs t  th ings  they  d id  when  they  took  o f f i ce  18 

was the  coun ty  execu t i ve 's  budge t  was reduc ed by  19 

a  mi l l ion  do l la rs .  20 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    You inc reased h i s  21 

budget  th i s  yea r  to  $3 .8  m i l l i on  i n  May.   M ake  22 

tha t  cho ice  make  sense  to  me  when we ' re  cu t t ing  23 

$4  m i l l i on  f rom them.  24 

 MR.  SULL IVAN:    I  don ' t  th ink  tha t ' s  25 
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accu ra te ,  s i r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Mr .  Naughton ,  th is  3 

i s  you r  May - -  j us t  go t  i t  on  Fr iday .   Th is  i s  4 

your  May  coun ty  budget  repor t .   Page  28 say s  tha t  5 

the  2012  adop ted  budge t  i s  $2 .771 mi l l ion .   The 6 

May pro jec t i on  now has  been increased by  7 

$1 ,050 ,000  to  $3 .818  m i l l i on .   Page 28  o f  y our  8 

own budget  repo r t .   Don ' t  te l l  me tha t ' s  no t  9 

accu ra te .   I f  you  te l l  me tha t  t hen your  re por t  10 

i s  no t  accura te .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Jus t  t o  se t  t he  reco rd  13 

s t ra igh t ,  the  amount  o f  p ro jec ted  spend ing  has  14 

no t  inc reased .   The adop ted budget  i nc ludes  what  15 

we  ca l l  a  less  sav ings .   These  a re  reduc t io ns  16 

tha t  a re  s t i l l  ye t  t o  happen .   But  because they  17 

have  no t  happened ye t ,  we have  no t  reduced our  18 

p ro jec t i on .   So  the  budget  i s  as  you  s ta ted .   19 

However ,  t ha t  assumes some ac t ions  tha t  hav e  no t  20 

occu r red .   I t  a l so  re f lec ts  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I 'm so r ry ,  Mr .  22 

Naughton .   That ' s  a l l  we l l  and  good bu t  th i s  i s  23 

what  you  pub l ished  in  May.   The month  is  no t  24 

over .   I  can ' t  unders tand wha t  sav ings  you m ight  25 
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be  ta l k ing  abou t .   We 've  no t  hea rd  about  th a t .   2 

That 's  no t  been  the  sub jec t  o f  t h i s  d i scuss i on .   3 

A l l  I  can  see  i s  here .  4 

 Aga in ,  my po in t  i s  i t ' s  abou t  cho ices .   5 

You made  the  cho ice  to  i nc rease the  budget .   The  6 

coun ty  execu t ive  made the  cho ice  to  inc reas e  the  7 

budget .   We have  been presen ted  as  though t here  8 

a re  no  cho ices  to  be  made,  th e re  i s  on ly  one  9 

rou te  to  go .   The fac t  i s  you  cou ld  jus t  as  we l l ,  10 

as  you  pu t t i ng  money  in to  th i s  budge t ,  you  cou ld  11 

have  jus t  as  we l l  pu t  money in to  the  you th  12 

se rv ice  cont rac t  budge t .  13 

 I t ' s  a l l  abou t  cho ices ,  and you ' ve  a lways  14 

go t  cho ices .   And th is  i s  jus t  one  examp le  t ha t  I  15 

came up w i th  in  the  las t  t en  m inutes ,  a f te r  be ing  16 

cha l lenged  by  th is  s ide .  17 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  jus t  wan t  to  say  fo r  18 

the  reco rd  tha t  the i r  budget  has  no t  been 19 

increased.   I t  i s  a  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    I 'm sor ry .     21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease  s top  22 

i n te r rup t i ng .    23 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    In  case  you haven ' t  24 

- -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Tro iano,  p lease 2 

do  no t  i n te r rup t  h im  when he ' s  speak ing .  3 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    The adop ted budget  4 

- -  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Come on.   Le t ' s  go .  6 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    was  $2 .8  m i l l i on .   7 

I t  - -  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  i t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    now s tands  a t  10 

anothe r  mi l l i on  do l l a rs  h ighe r .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  De l ia  12 

Wh i t ton ,  and  then we ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  the  13 

ques t ion .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  jus t  have 15 

a  ques t ion  fo r  you  be fore  you  go .   I n  Decem ber  16 

there  was a  budget  g iven  to  N IFA fo r  2012,  17 

co r rec t?   And  Den ise ,  you shou ld  know th is .   The  18 

red  l i gh t  camera  a t  tha t  t ime  was pu t  in to  the  19 

genera l  fund ,  back  i n  Decembe r .   So th is  was  20 

p lanned way be fo re  th i s .   And  th is  canno t  b e  21 

sw i t ched  back  so  eas i l y ,  poss ib l y  because N IFA 22 

m igh t  say  no ,  you have  to  keep  i t  where  i t  i s  23 

now.   So  fo r  them to  be  grac ious  now and  sa y  tha t  24 

they ' l l  reve rse  the i r  vo te  i s  comp le te ly  - -  i t ' s  25 
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p remature .   Th i s  was  a l ready  i n  the  budget  f o r  2 

the  genera l  f und  fo r  2012,  s ta r t ing  back  in  3 

December ,  number  one .   Number  two,  N IFA is  4 

p robab ly  no t  go ing  to  g i ve  us  the  okay  to  t ake  i t  5 

ou t  r i gh t  now.   So  once i t  was  reversed,  i t  was  6 

reve rsed .   And I  don ' t  t h ink  i t ' s  go ing  to  b e  pu t  7 

back  i n  an  eas i l y  as  these  peop le  th ink  i t  can  8 

be .  9 

 My  o ther  th ing  i s ,  very  qu ick l y .   I  know 10 

tha t  eve ryone  has  been  very  pa t i en t .   Bu t  w hat  11 

we ' re  t r y ing  to  do  i s  to  se t  our  p r i o r i t ies  12 

s t ra igh t  f o r  once and fo r  a l l .   I  th ink ,  wh a t ,  i n  13 

two months ,  when  they ' re  back  he re  l ook ing  fo r  14 

$100  m i l l i on ,  you fo lks  a re  no t  back  here  a s  15 

we l l .   Tha t ' s  rea l l y  wha t  we ' re  t r y ing  to  f i gh t  16 

r i gh t  now.   We don ' t  wan t  to  see  you  be  bro ugh t  17 

to  th i s  s i tua t i on  aga in .   Unders tand  tha t  w e ' re  18 

f i gh t i ng  fo r  the  b ig  p ic tu re  here .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   I ’m  go ing  to  20 

ca l l  t he  ques t ion .   Wou ld  you  ask  Leg is la to r  21 

Dunne to  j o in  us ,  p lease?  We ' re  go ing  to  h ave  a  22 

ro l l  ca l l  vo te .   And  s ta temen ts  can be  made  as  23 

the  members  vo te .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  t h ink  you  sa id  25 
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be fo re  tha t  I  cou ld  make  a  s ta tement .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  wou ld  you  3 

ca l l  t he  ro l l ,  p lease?  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  5 

Gonsa lves?  6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Yes .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  8 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  9 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Yes .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  11 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    No .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  13 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:    No .   14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  15 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Yes .   16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Sc anne l l?  17 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    No.  18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  19 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Aye .  20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a?  21 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Yes .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  23 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Yes .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    No.  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  3 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    No.  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  5 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Yes .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:     Yes .   8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    No.   10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  11 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Yes .  12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -13 

Wh i t ton?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .  15 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   17 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Before  I  g i ve  my 19 

s ta temen t ,  I  wan t  to  f i r s t  say  tha t  what  yo u 've  20 

w i tnessed today ,  wha t  you ' ve  w i tnessed  fo r  t he  21 

l as t  f ew  weeks  i s  no t  gove rnment ,  obv ious ly ,  a t  22 

i t s  bes t .    23 

 I t ' s  very  c lear  tha t  wha t  goes  on  he re  24 

today  or  l as t  week ,  the  red  l i gh t  camera  fu nd,  25 
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wh ich  was passed  in  2009 ,  no  mat te r  whether  you 2 

ag reed  w i th  bond ing  or  no t  - -  and my  co l leag ues 3 

keep  in fus ing  red i s t r i c t ing .   The bo t tom l i ne  is  4 

tha t  f und bas ica l l y  wou ld  have  e l im ina ted  yo u 5 

f rom be ing  a  pa r t  o f  t h i s  d i scuss ion .   A l l  o f  6 

th is  - -  a l l  tha t  f und was mean t  to  do  was ta ke  7 

you ou t  o f  t he  po l i t i cs .   8 

 C lea r l y ,  on  May  21 ,  when  my co l l eagues  to  9 

the  r i gh t  dec ided to  remove tha t  f und,  t hey  th rew 10 

you r i gh t  back  i n to  the  f ray  o f  what  goes  on  i n  11 

th is  l eg is la tu re .   The  fac t  rema ins  tha t  wh en 12 

tha t  f und was  repea led ,  you los t  a l l  p ro tec t ions  13 

i n  o rder  to  ensu re  tha t  youth  and hea l th  an d  14 

human se rv ices  i n  Nassau  Coun ty  cou ld  cont i nue  to  15 

be  p rov ided w i thou t  the  looming poss ib i l i t y  o f  16 

be ing  cu t .  17 

 As  we heard  be fo re ,  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  18 

has  made  the  po l i cy  dec i s ion  to  cu t  you.   T he cu t  19 

tha t  we were  ta l k ing  about ,  i n  te rms  o f  the  $40 20 

m i l l ion  in  bond ing ,  the  ve ry  i tem tha t  ever yone 21 

i s  vo t ing  on  as  we  speak ,  i s  be ing  addresse d  22 

th rough a  board  t rans fer  t ha t  was done  las t  week .   23 

The ve ry  same board  t rans fer  wh ich  moves  mo ney  24 

f rom a  par t i cu la r  a rea  o f  the  budget  i n to  t he  25 
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t reasu re r ' s  o f f i ce  to  cove r  the  ce r t s  tha t  we are  2 

ta lk ing  abou t  today .  3 

 So ,  c lea r l y  now,  i f  tha t  i ssue  i s  be ing  4 

addressed,  now the  sh i f t  goes  to  the  en t i re  150.   5 

So  now your  fou r  m i l l i on  o r  e igh t  mi l l ion  i s  now 6 

be ing  he ld  hos tage  fo r  a  new day ,  a  new num ber  7 

wh ich  t i es  to  $50 mi l l ion  or  $60  m i l l i on  in  8 

add i t i ona l  sav ings ,  wh ich  we  cou ldn ' t  even ge t  a  9 

c lea r  answer  on  the  reco rd ,  wh ich  i f  we do  n o t  10 

p rov ide  those  sav ings  in  agreement  w i th  NIF A,  no t  11 

too  su re  i f  you  won ' t  be  back  he re  i n  a  cou p le  o f  12 

weeks  when  tha t  ag reemen t ,  i f  i t  does  fa l l  apa r t .  13 

 The bo t tom l i ne  is  very  s imp le ,  and I  14 

th ink  my  co l l eagues on  our  s ide  have  demons t ra ted  15 

the  l i ke l i hood o f  th is  happen ing  very  we l l .   You  16 

guys ,  un fo r tuna te l y ,  were  used  as  po l i t i ca l  17 

head l i nes  to  t r y  to  come down,  to  t r y  to  pe rsuade 18 

the  democra t i c  caucus  to  suppor t  bond ing  on  a  19 

mechan ism wh ich  now is  no  longer  t ied  to  yo u .   We 20 

have  a l l  hea rd  tha t  ve ry  c lea r ly .   Th i s  was  a l l  21 

done  fo r  no th ing  more  than  head l ines .  22 

 Las t ly ,  i f  I  cou ld  po in t  t h i s  ou t .   I f  23 

some o f  you may  have  read in  Newsday  l as t  w eek ,  24 

i t  c lear ly  i nd i ca ted  tha t  Judge Spat t ,  and i t  was  25 
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ag reed  to  by  the  county  a t to rney ,  tha t  t he  K ing  2 

Mangano B i l l ,  as  we deemed i t .   Bu t  the  b i l l  t ha t  3 

g i ves  Mangano  unpreceden ted power  - -  County  4 

Execut ive  Mangano,  l e t  me be  respec t fu l  - -  g ives  5 

Coun ty  Execu t ive  Mangano  unprecedented  powe r  to  6 

admin i s te r  cu ts ,  no t  j us t  on  you th  serv i ces  and 7 

hea l th  and  human  serv i ces  bu t  a l so  among  lab or ,  8 

b road cu ts  ac ross  the  board .   I t  was  agreed  to  by  9 

the  coun ty  a t to rney  tha t  no  cu ts  o f  any  10 

magn i tude,  i nc lud ing  you ,  wou ld  no t  take  p l ace  11 

un t i l  the  judge  made  a  ru l ing  la te r  in  Ju ly .   So  12 

we  don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  the  admin i s t ra t i on  eve n has  13 

the  au thor i t y  t o  go  fo rward  w i th  cu ts  on  Ju l y  5 .   14 

Based on  the  ag reement  tha t  Mr .  C iampo l i  ma de 15 

du r ing  the  cour t  p roceed ing  l as t  week,  i t  i s  very  16 

c lea r  tha t  when  th is  b i l l  came down to  g ive  the  17 

coun ty  execu t ive  unprecedented  power ,  th is  w as  18 

inc luded .   You guys  were  i nc luded.   So ,  f ro m tha t  19 

s tandpo in t ,  t ha t ' s  a  very  se r ious  ma t te r  th a t  I  20 

be l i eve  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  shou ld  address  21 

be fo re  he  goes  fo rward  w i th  any  pa r t i cu la r  cu ts  22 

o r  any  perce i ved  cu ts  tha t  he  may t r y  to  do .  23 

 Aga in ,  f o r  t he  record ,  i f  I  c an  make  i t  24 

ve ry  c lear .   Number  one.   The  red  l i gh t  cam era  25 
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fund  removed  you  guys  f rom th i s  ug l i ness  th a t  2 

occu rs  i n  th i s  l eg is la tu re .   Tha t ' s  number  one .  3 

 Number  two .   I t  was  ve ry  c lea r  tha t  you 4 

have  become a  po l i cy  dec is ion ,  no t  a  f inanc e  5 

dec i s ion .  6 

 Las t  bu t  no t  leas t ,  ve ry  c lea r ly ,  the  7 

coun ty  execu t ive  does  no t  have  the  au tho r i t y ,  8 

based on  h is  own  b i l l  tha t  he  proposed  and sen t  9 

down  to  the  l eg i s la tu re ,  wh ich  was  approved  by  my 10 

co l l eagues  to  the  r i gh t ,  does  no t  have  the  11 

au thor i t y  to  go  fo rward  w i th  these  cu ts  beca use 12 

he  was  seek ing  the  au tho r i ty  when he  had  th i s  13 

b i l l ,  wh ich  became law ,  passed .   And  s ince  tha t  14 

b i l l  has  now been in  the  j ud i c ia l  b ranch  o f  ou r  15 

gove rnment ,  Judge Spat t  has  i nd i ca ted ,  wh ic h  has  16 

been  agreed to ,  tha t  t ha t  cu t  o r  any  cu t  wou ld  17 

no t  go  fo rward  un t i l  t h i s  ma t te r  i s  - -  un t i l  he  18 

p rov ides  a  ru l i ng .    19 

 So  tha t ,  i n  i t se l f ,  I  vo te  no  on  the  20 

bond ing  today .  21 

 Thank you.   22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  23 

Schmi t t?  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There ' s  been  much 25 
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sa id  today  abou t  the  l ink ing  o f  th is  w i th  t ha t  2 

and bond ing  and  the  mi l l ions  o f  do l l a rs ,  40 ,  75 ,  3 

100,  125 .   The po in t  o f  the  ma t te r  i s  I  f in d  4 

myse l f  i n  ag reemen t  w i th  Leg is la to r  De l i a  5 

Wh i t ton .   When she  spoke ,  she  sa id  tha t  l i f e  i s  a  6 

se r ies  o f  cho ices ;  she 's  abso lu te l y  co r rec t .   7 

Those cho ices  were  made in  2006,  2007,  2008 ,  8 

2009 .   Under  the  p rev ious  admin i s t ra t i on ,  t hose 9 

cho ices  c rea ted  a  sw i r l i ng  p rob lem tha t  i s  go ing  10 

to  h i t  us  now.   And now we  have cho ices  to  make 11 

tha t  we have  to  make  to  go  fo rward  and  make  su re  12 

tha t  t h i s  bond ing  - -  t ha t  these i t ems are  13 

answered .  14 

 Th is  who le  s i tua t i on  i s  fu r the r  15 

comp l i ca ted  - -  and  I 'm  t i r ed  o f  the  den ia ls .   I  16 

have  in  my  hand  a  le t te r  da ted  December  15  f rom 17 

Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  s igned by  Kevan  Abraham s,  18 

Rober t  T ro iano,  Car r ie  So lages ,  Joe Scanne l l ,  19 

Jud i  Boswor th ,  Wayne  Wink ,  Judy  Jacobs ,  De l i a  20 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton ,  and  Dav id  Denenberg ,  in  21 

December .   I n  tha t  l e t te r  i t  says ,  accord in g ly ,  22 

we  a l l  t he  members  o f  the  Democra t ic  caucus ,  23 

wh i l e  commi t ted  to  work ing  w i th  you,  where  24 

approp r ia te ,  we  cannot  and  w i l l  no t  cons ide r  any  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  114  Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

bond ing  proposa l  i n  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau  to day ,  2 

tomorrow,  o r  du r ing  ou r  te rm unt i l  a  b ind in g  3 

ag reemen t  i s  reached  on independen t ,  nonpar t i san  4 

red i s t r i c t ing  tha t  can  be  approved  by  a  5 

supermajor i t y  o f  t he  l eg is la tu re .   The  las t  l i ne  6 

i n  the  l e t te r  says  un t i l  t he re  i s  a  fa i r  pa r t i san  7 

red i s t r i c t ing ,  t he re  w i l l  be  no  bond ing .  8 

 Here  we are .   We have a  commiss ion ,  f i ve  9 

and f i ve ,  can ' t  be  any  fa i re r  than  tha t .   A  10 

p rocess  go ing  fo rward  acco rd ing  to  the  Coun t y  11 

Char te r ,  same p rocess  tha t  was  used ten  yea rs  12 

ago;  i t  was  okay  then.   S t i l l ,  no  bond ing  f o r  13 

any th ing  i n  the  coun ty ,  any  tax  ce r t s  in  th e  14 

coun ty .  15 

 So ,  yes ,  you  f i nd  yourse l f  i n  the  midd le ,  16 

a long w i th  an  awfu l  lo t  o f  o ther  vu lne rab le  17 

popu la t i ons .   I  wou ld  po in t  o u t  fo r  the  reco rd  18 

tha t  eve ry  t ime  the  mino r i ty  quo ted  the  NIF A 19 

repo r t s  and N IFA,  where  NIFA sa id  tha t  t he  20 

sav ings  had to  come f rom labo r ,  N IFA  i s  say ing  21 

tha t  t he  sav ings  have to  come ou t  o f  t he  Po l ice  22 

Benevo len t  Assoc ia t i on ,  the  Super io r  O f f i ce r s ,  23 

the  De tec t ives  Assoc ia t i on ,  t he  Sher i f f ' s  u n ion ,  24 

Cor rec t i on  O f f i cer 's  un ions ,  CSEA,  a l l  o f  t he  25 
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un ions  rep resen t ing  the  coun ty .   The  pa in  h as  2 

been  sha red.   There  have  been  layo f f s ,  t her e  w i l l  3 

p robab ly  be  more  as  a  resu l t  o f  th is  vo te  t oday .  4 

 Bu t  I  te l l  you  th i s .   The democra t  5 

po l i t i ca l  b lackmai l  w i l l  no t  run  th i s  count y .    6 

 I  vo te  yes .  7 

 CLERK MULLER:    Fo r  passage,  th i s  bond  8 

o rd inance requ i res  13  aye vo tes .   The vo tes  were  9 

ten  ayes  and  n ine  nays .   As  such ,  the  ord in ance 10 

fa i l s  to  pass .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  12 

 We ' re  go ing  to  go  back  to  pub l ic  comment .  13 

 The f i rs t  remain ing  speaker  i s  Charmaine  14 

C lark .  15 

 MS.  CLARK:     Good  morn ing .   Good 16 

a f te rnoon,  ra the r .   My  name i s  Charmaine  C l a rk .   17 

And I  have ,  f o r  the  pas t  e igh t  yea rs ,  been in  the  18 

se rv ice .   I  a l so  l i ve  in  Va l l ey  S t ream.   And  I  19 

rea l l y  d id  take  o f fense las t  week when  Leg i s la to r  20 

Becker  made re fe rence abou t  se t t ing  as ide  a l l  ou r  21 

b iases  and  pu t  i n  God in  our  dec is ions .    22 

 I  jus t  wan ted  to  rem ind you,  s i r ,  tha t  23 

there  are  some o f  us  who  take  th is  ope ra t io n  o f  24 

church  and  s ta te  c lause in  ou r  Const i t u t ion  25 
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se r ious l y .   2 

 Too o f ten  we  have seen  po l i t i c ians  use  3 

re l i g ion  to  d is t rac t  us  f rom the  rea l  i ssue .   4 

Wi th  the  i n t roduc t ion  o f  re l i g ion ,  i t  i s  5 

i nev i tab le  tha t  ra t i ona l i t y  w i l l  ex i s t  t ha t  room.  6 

 I  jus t  wan ted to ,  fo r  a  b r ie f  moment ,  pu t  7 

the  focus  on  those  o f  us  who  work  in  these 8 

p rog rams .  9 

 My  co l leagues  a re  ve ry  se l f l ess .   They  10 

a re  so  focused on the  k ids  they  work  w i th .   I  11 

j us t  wan t  to ,  f o r  a  moment ,  f ocus  on  them.   I 'm 12 

ve ry  honored  to  be  i n  the i r  company.  13 

 We a re  the  ones  who are  w i l l i ng  to  work  14 

fo r  r i d i cu lous l y  l ow  wages .   We are  the  one s  who ,  15 

on  a  da i l y  bas i s ,  dea l  w i th  the  ug l i ness  th a t  16 

humani ty  i s  capab le  o f .   We a re  the  ones  wh o ,  17 

w i th  sca rce  resources ,  keep the  mons te rs  f r om 18 

your  doo r .   Cut t ing  ou r  p rogr ams  w i l l  no t  on ly  19 

l eave a  gap fo r  youth ,  bu t  f a r  reach ing  soc io -20 

economic  impact  on  us  and ou r  fami l i es .  21 

 Ch i l d ren  a re  easy  ta rge ts .   Bu t  le t  me  22 

remind  you ,  ch i l d ren  can ' t  vo te ;  I  can ,  the i r  23 

pa rents  can,  ou r  f r i ends  can ,  ou r  fami l i es  can ,  24 

ou r  suppor te rs  can ,  and there  are  many  o f  us .  25 
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 Thank you.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  3 

 Ph i l ip  McCou lus .   Ph i l ip  McCou lus .  4 

 VOICE:    He jus t  l e f t .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  le f t .  6 

 Ted Levy .  7 

 VOICE:    He le f t .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ted Levy  l e f t?  9 

 VOICE:    Yeah .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Judy  San fo rd -Gu ise .  11 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:     We l l ,  a  lo t  o f  t he  12 

s tu f f  I  had taken no tes  on ,  you a l l  have  a l ready  13 

sa id  and  peop le  ou t  he re  have  sa id .   We do know -14 

-  and someone was say ing  f rom  the  aud ience,  I  15 

don ' t  know i f  i t  was  heard  by  you,  bu t  we ' l l  need 16 

somewhere  to  send ou r  fo lks  when  they  ca l l  us .   17 

As  was  s ta ted ,  t h i s  was a  cho ice  to  b r ing  u s  i n to  18 

i t  unnecessa r i l y .  19 

 I 'm Judy  San ford -Gu ise .   I  am he re  as  a  20 

t rus tee  o f  Fami l y  and Ch i l d ren 's  Assoc ia t io n .  21 

 We d idn ' t  need to  be  a  par t  o f  t h i s ,  as  22 

has  been  sa id  qu i te  e loquent l y  by  o the rs .  23 

 I  was  he re  now as  an  i nd iv idua l .  24 

 I  d id  b r ing  up  a  ques t ion  las t  week.   25 
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I ' ve  done a  l i t t le  research .   Bu t  s ince  you  a l l  2 

have  the  access  the  in fo rmat ion  aga in ,  I  co me 3 

back ,  to  I  ra ised the  ques t ion  - -  and you d i d  4 

say ,  Mr .  Schmi t t ,  tha t  we ' re  l ook ing  eve ryw here  5 

we  can  to  save money  in  th is  county ,  and  I  aga in  6 

b r ing  up  the  green 's  fees  and  the  d i scounts  in  7 

the  green fees .   Which ,  as  I  was  l i s ten ing  - -  bu t  8 

there  were  so  many  zeroes  be ing  ment ioned.   I  was  9 

check ing  f rom the  coun ty  i n fo rma t ion  the  10 

d i f f e ren t i a l s  i n  g reen  fees .   Aga in ,  i n  the  name 11 

o f  f u l l  d i sc losu re ,  I  don ' t  p lay  go l f ,  and I  am 12 

p robab ly  neve r  go ing  to  be  p lay  go l f ,  even though 13 

I ' ve  been e l i g ib le  fo r  t he  sen io r  d i scount ,  on  14 

Sunday  i t  w i l l  be  f i ve  yea rs .  15 

 I t ' s  a  huge d iscount .   And  I  don ' t  do  16 

ma th .   So $30  regu la r ,  $17  d i scoun ted fee ,  l eaves  17 

$13 a t  t he  red  cou rse ,  eve ry  t ime,  i n  th is  case,  18 

a  sen ior  happens  to  p lay  go l f .   And I 'm ass uming  19 

tha t  t he  fee  does  no t  inc lude  a  se t  o f  go l f  20 

c lubs .   I 'm assuming  the  person who is  comin g to  21 

p lay  go l f  - -  I 'm  a  sen io r .   S unday  I  w i l l  be  65 .   22 

I  am assuming  tha t  t he  person  is  no t  necess a r i l y  23 

bo r row ing  the  go l f  c lubs .   I ' ve  a l so  spoken  to  24 

some peop le  who  sa id  w i thout  t he  d iscoun t  t hey  25 
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wou ld  p lay  go l f .  2 

 A t  t he  b lue  cou rse ,  i t ' s  a  d i f fe rence 3 

be tween 36  and 22 .   A  good  d i scoun t .   Ca r t  4 

d i f f e ren t i a l s ,  e tce tera .    5 

 So ,  look ing  a t  t he  $4  mi l l ion  tha t  Ms.  6 

Jacobs  was  ta lk ing  about ,  I  don ' t  know.   Co u ld  i t  7 

be  poss ib le  tha t  t he re  were  307,692 rounds o f  8 

go l f  p layed as  a  d iscoun ted fee?   The un rea l ized  9 

revenue fo r  t ha t  i s  $4  m i l l i on .  10 

 So  I  t h ink  there  a re  a  l o t  o f  p laces  11 

where  we  cou ld  k ind  o f  f ind  some money .   Ag a in ,  12 

i n  the  - -  f rom good fa i t h ,  f r om share  sacr i f i ce .   13 

And,  as  I  sa id ,  when  I  made th is  comment  la s t  14 

week  w i thout  the  numbers ,  I  know tha t  wou ld  make  15 

a  lo t  o f  peop le  rea l l y  p issed  in  Nassau Cou n ty ,  16 

to  l ose  tha t  sen io r  d i scount .   I  know when i t  17 

went  i n ,  I  know how proud peop le  were  o f  pu t t i ng  18 

tha t  d iscoun t  i n .   I  know wha t  i t  means.   B u t  i t  19 

su re  as  he l l  means  an  awfu l  l o t  to  the  peop l e  who 20 

apparent ly  don ' t  mat te r .  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 22 

exp i red .  23 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    The  need ies t  peop le .  24 

 That 's  a l l  I  had  to  say .  25 
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 Bu t  I  wou ld  l i ke  someone  to  come back  to  2 

me ,  you have  my  address ,  t o  l e t  me  know wha t  i s  3 

the  un rea l ized  revenue  f rom t he  d i scount  a t  go l f .  4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you.  5 

 Susan Le rner .   Susan  Lerne r?  6 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   7 

 Randa l  Ma lone .  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 James Hughes .   I t  cou ld  be  James  Hodges.   10 

Sor ry .  11 

 MR.  HODGES:    He l l o .   I  guess  I  don ’ t  12 

know wha t  to  say .   The re 's  been a  lo t  o f  13 

wonder fu l  speakers .   And  the  vo te  went  fo r t h .  14 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Go  ahead ,  Mr .  15 

Hodges .  16 

 MR.  HODGES:   I 'm  jus t  - -  as  I  guess  - -  17 

I 'm so r ry .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Unders tandab le .  19 

 MR.  HODGES:    As  I  t h ink  abou t  go ing  back  20 

to  my agency  now,  where  I 'm the  Cha i rperson  o f  21 

the  Board ,  hav ing  to  p robab ly  g i ve  ou t  l e t t e rs  to  22 

a l l  o f  our  s ta f f  and  jus t  th ink  abou t  the  23 

p rog rams  tha t  w i l l  un for tuna te ly  be  cu t  bec ause I  24 

know we,  a t  t h i s  t ime,  you  kn ow,  won ' t  be  ab le  to  25 
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do  them wi thout  the  funds .   And I  jus t  t h in k  2 

abou t  where  I  wou ld  be  w i thou t  t he  agency ,  t ha t  3 

I 'm now the  Cha i rperson o f ,  when  I  was  youn g .  4 

 O f  cou rse ,  I  know the  s ta f f  and the  5 

vo lun tee rs  w i l l  do  wha teve r  they  can  do .   B u t  I  6 

don ' t  know i f  t here ' s  any th ing  tha t ' s  le f t  t o  do .   7 

I  know the  bond  d idn ' t  go  th rough.   I  be l ie ve  8 

there  s t i l l  may  be  some th ings  tha t  you can  do .   9 

I  don ' t  know.   When someone p i cks  up  the  ph one ,  10 

to  p robab ly  th ink  abou t  commi t t i ng  su i c ide  o r  11 

d i f f e ren t  th ings  tha t  they  need he lp  w i th .   I  12 

j us t  know tha t  a l l  o f  the  s ta f f  won ' t  be  th e re  to  13 

do  i t .   We ' re  go ing  to  do  wha tever  we can d o  to  14 

t r y  to  p rov ide .   And  I  know a l l  o f  t he  o the r  15 

youth  agenc ies  w i l l  do  i t ,  and  subs tance  ab use  16 

se rv ices  w i l l  do  i t .   I  do  wan t  to  j us t  than k  17 

everyone  fo r  maybe  wha t  they  have done  in  t he i r  18 

l i fe t ime  fo r  you th .   But  i f  t h is  s tands  tod ay ,  19 

there  w i l l  be  a  lo t  o f  hur t  peop le .  20 

 Excuse  me fo r  my  tea rs .   I 'm  jus t  21 

th ink ing  o f  wha t  w i l l  take  p lace  fo r  our  ag ency  22 

i n  one  week f rom today ,  a f te r  June  30 .   And  23 

ac tua l l y  some o f  our  s ta f f  a re  l ook ing  a t  t h is  24 

now on l i ne .   The re 's  no t  t oo  much more  I  ca n  say .   25 
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A l l  o f  t he  o the r  peop le  have  spoken what  i t  w i l l  2 

mean .   Now I  guess  the  s ta t i s t i cs  w i l l  show  what  3 

i t  w i l l  mean  i f  we  don ' t  ge t  no  ass i s tance o r  4 

f i nd  o ther  means  o f  be ing  ab l e  to  do  wha t  we  do.  5 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  7 

 V i c to r  San t iago .  8 

 MR.  SANTIAGO:    Good  even ing .   My name i s  9 

V ic to r  San t iago .   I 'm one o f  t he  fe l low s ta f f  10 

members  a t  t he  H icksv i l l e  Boys  and  G i r l s  C l ub .   11 

F i rs t ,  I ' d  j us t  rea l l y  l i ke  to  ta l k  qu ick ly  abou t  12 

my  pas t .  13 

 F rom age  13 to  18 ,  f i ve  years ,  I ' ve  been  14 

go ing  to  the  H icksv i l l e  Boys  and  G i r l s  C lub  15 

myse l f ,  as  a  k id .   And  g rowing  up  w i th  a  s i ng le  16 

mo ther ,  i t ' s  rea l l y  the  one th ing  tha t  I  ne eded.   17 

E igh teen ,  I  g radua ted Seaford .   I  had moved  to  18 

New Je rsey  fo r  t h ree  mon ths  w i th  my dad,  be fore  19 

mov ing  back  to  Long Is land .   I  t u rned down 20 

becoming  a  shee t  meta l  worke r ,  mak ing  $100, 000  to  21 

$120 ,000  a  year ,  t o  do  wha t  I  rea l l y  wan ted  to  do  22 

and he lp  these ch i ld ren ,  you  know,  make a  23 

d i f f e rence .  24 

 I  now jus t  g raduated  Nassau Commun i t y  25 
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Co l l ege in  May.   I  was  one  o f  those k ids  ge t t i ng  2 

bu l l ied  in  m idd le  schoo l  and  th roughou t  h ig h  3 

schoo l ,  and th i s  was  the  one  p lace  I  wen t  t o ,  the  4 

H icksv i l le  Boys  and Gi r l s  C lub .   I t  rea l l y  made a  5 

d i f f e rence  in  my  l i f e .   I 'm now a  youth  6 

deve lopmen t  p ro fess iona l  t he re .  7 

 I t  s t i nks  tha t  eve ryone le f t .   I  was  8 

go ing  to  ask  the  k ids  to  ge t  up .   Bu t  i f  yo u  guys  9 

can s tand up  fo r  me.   Anyone  19 and under ,  j us t  10 

s tand.   These  a re  rea l l y  t he  peop le  tha t  yo u ' re  11 

pu t t ing  down  r i gh t  now.   I ’m  sure  there  are  a  lo t  12 

more  than you  know.   You  guys  can pu t  up  th e  13 

s igns ,  t oo .   Go  ahead.  14 

 Th is  i s  what  was  go ing  on  ou ts ide  las t  15 

week ,  ra l l y i ng .   You  d idn ' t  ge t  a  chance  to  see 16 

i t  you rse l f ,  bu t  now you  ge t  t o  look  a t  i t .   I 'm  17 

su re  tha t  everyone  here  ca res  abou t  th is .  18 

 These are  a l l  t he  k ids  tha t  a re  19 

represen t ing  themse lves  and the i r  commun i t i es .  20 

 I  have  a  pos ter  he re  tha t  you  guys  have 21 

seen .   Peter  Schmi t t ,  can  you  read  th i s  rea l l y  22 

qu ick?   We had jus t  done  a  ca r  wash on  Satu rday  23 

to  ra i se  money  fo r  Re lay  fo r  L i f e ,  f o r  peop l e  24 

w i th  cancer .   Do  you  know wha t  o ther  serv ic es  are  25 
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go ing  to  be  tak ing  the i r  t ime  ou t  to  do  th i ngs  2 

l i ke  th i s?   A re  you guys  go ing  to  ra ise  mon ey fo r  3 

these causes  as  we l l  as  o the r  ones?  I  don ’ t  4 

th ink  so .   You know why?   Because you don ' t  have  5 

t ime ,  bu t  we  do .   That 's  why  you  guys ,  as  e lec ted  6 

o f f i c i a l s ,  need  to  come toge ther  and  g ive  u s  tha t  7 

t ime  to  g i ve  back  to  our  communi t i es  tha t  y ou 8 

guys  rep resen t .  9 

 I  know one  o f  your  fe l low repub l icans ,  10 

Rose  Walke r ,  you ' re  go ing  to  be  wa lk ing  w i th  us  11 

on  June 29  fo r  Re lay  For  L i f e  fo r  cancer .   I  was  12 

ac tua l l y  go ing  to  ge t  everyone  invo lved or  13 

whatever .   What  i s  you r  name,  Miss?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    De l i a  15 

Wh i t ton .  16 

 MS.  SANTIAGO:    De l i a  Wh i t ton .   Okay .   17 

You have  th ree  k ids ,  cor rec t?   How many o th e rs  up  18 

there  have  k ids ,  ch i ld ren?   Okay .   Mos t  o f  you .   19 

I  guess  apo log ize  to  you rse lves  then  fo r  pu t t i ng  20 

your  ch i ld ren  i n  a  worse  pos i t ion  fo r  the i r  21 

fu tu re .  22 

 I  hope  you  see where  I 'm  coming f rom.   23 

I 'm jus t  rea l l y  s tumped as  to  why you guys  can ' t  24 

use the  cont ingency  fund .   I t ' s  ex t ra  money ,  25 
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tha t ' s  rea l  money tha t  i s  mean t  fo r  no th ing  2 

spec i f i c .   Bu t  you  have $13 m i l l ion  le f tove r  f rom 3 

2011 .   You  can ' t  t ake  e igh t  m i l l ion  ou t  and  f i nd  4 

money e l sewhere  to  b r i ng  i t  back?   5 

 I ’m jus t  go ing  to  make  one  las t  po in t  and 6 

j us t  say  these k ids  in  our  fac i l i t y ,  t ha t  g o  7 

there ,  t he i r  pa ren ts  don ' t  even know where  they  8 

a re  ha l f  t he  t ime.   Bu t  they ' re  w i th  us .   T hey ' re  9 

i n  a  save,  pos i t i ve  env i ronmen t ,  and  an  10 

educat iona l  env i ronmen t .   So  w i thout  t hese Nassau 11 

Coun ty  serv i ces  tha t  eve ryone  has  come here  to  12 

use,  wha t ' s  go ing  to  happen?   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  13 

po l i t i ca l  su i c ide .  14 

 Kevan Abrahams,  I  know the re  was  ano ther  15 

man las t  week  tha t  spoke .   And  you  guys  mig h t  16 

know th i s ,  bu t  we were  f igh t i ng  mad fo r  the  pas t  17 

two weeks ,  and  we ' re  go ing  to  keep  do ing  i t  now.  18 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  19 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  San t iano,  j us t  20 

so  you  know,  you  had  men t ioned  us ing  the  21 

cont ingency  fo r  the  e igh t  mi l l ion ,  wh ich  I  guess  22 

has  deba ted whe the r  o r  no t  i t ' s  four  m i l l io n  o r  23 

e igh t  mi l l ion .   We ac tua l l y  ag ree w i th  your  24 

pos i t i on ,  jus t  t o  le t  you  know tha t .   25 
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Un fo r tunate l y ,  l i ke  minds  do  no t  agree  w i th  2 

yourse l f  and  us .   Un fo r tunate l y .   Jus t  t o  l e t  you  3 

know.   Tha t  wasn ' t  a  un i ve rsa l  pos i t ion  up  here ,  4 

I  be l i eve .  5 

 MR.  SANTIAGO:   There  i s  money  e l sewhere .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes .   And  tha t  7 

money is  a l ready  be ing  used to  pay  fo r  t he  $40  8 

m i l l ion  in  tax  cer ts ,  the  ve ry  i ssue  tha t  y ou ' re  9 

be ing  t i ed  to .   I t ' s  a  po l i cy  dec i s ion ,  10 

un fo r tunate l y .   A  po l i cy  tha t  we  do no t  sup por t .   11 

Bu t  we  a re  on ly  n ine  members  i n  the  mino r i t y  o f  12 

the  leg i s la tu re .   As  we l l  as  th i s  i s  a  dec i s ion  13 

s t r i c t l y  made  by  the  county  execut ive .  14 

 MR.  SANTIAGO:    Thank you ve ry  much.  15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    But  t hank  you  fo r  16 

coming .   17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   18 

 Ann Pe t raro .  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 She le f t .    21 

 Ju l i e  Ann Sab ino .  22 

 MS.  SABINO:    H i .   I 'm  Ju l ie  Sab ino .   I 'm 23 

the  pro jec t  d i rec tor  a t  the  Har r ie t  E i sman 24 

Commun i t y  Schoo l .   C rap.   I  sa id  I  wasn ' t  g o ing  25 
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to  c ry .   And  Mr .  So lages ,  I 'm  a  gradua te  o f  H.  2 

F rank  Carey  H igh  Schoo l .  3 

 You heard  f rom my boss ,  Dr .  Smi th ,  you  4 

heard  f rom my  k ids ,  and now i t ' s  my tu rn .   And  5 

I 'm the  angry  mo ther ,  l i ke  an  angry  bear  t r y ing  6 

to  p ro tec t  he r  cubs .   You shou ld  be  ashamed  o f  7 

yourse l f .   I 'm so  angry .   These k ids  woke u p  8 

ea r l y .   They  s tayed he re  a l l  day .   They  be l i eved  9 

tha t  t h i s  was  go ing  to  go  the i r  way  because  th is  10 

i s  wha t  they  need.   And a l l  t hese degrees ,  and  11 

a l l  the  money  tha t  was  spent  on  your  educat ion ,  12 

you can ' t  pu t  your  b ra ins  toge ther  and  f igu re  i t  13 

ou t?    14 

 I  teach these  k ids  tha t  bu l l y i ng  i s  15 

hu r t fu l .   And  th is  i s  po l i t i ca l  bu l l y i ng .   And  16 

Mr .  N ico le l l o ,  you  can  look  a t  me because I  17 

l ooked  a t  you  when  you  were  speak ing .    18 

 I  am so  ashamed.   Po l i t i ca l  bu l l y i ng  19 

where  the  ch i ld ren  a re  the  v i c t ims .   These k ids  20 

and the  65  o the rs  tha t  a re  back  a t  schoo l  w a i t ing  21 

fo r  me  to  come and  te l l  them tha t  they  may as  22 

we l l  no t  come anymore  because  they ' re  no t  g o ing  23 

to  ge t  t he i r  d ip loma.   And  how can  I  encour age  24 

these k ids ,  who  are  f i na l l y  o f  vo t ing  age,  to  25 
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vo te?   How can I  do  tha t  when  the i r  po l i t i c a l  2 

re fe rence po in t  i s  begg ing  l eg is la to rs  to  k eep  3 

the i r  fu tu re  pa r t  o f  t he i r  l i f e?   You ' re  ta k ing  4 

the i r  d reams  away f rom them.   What  a re  you do ing?  5 

 Our  job  is  t o  he lp  k ids ,  and  we do  our  6 

j ob  every  day .   And i t ' s  you r  job  to  f igure  i t  7 

ou t .   I 'm d i sgus ted .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    James Morse .  9 

 MR.  MORSE:    My  name i s  James  Morse ,  and  10 

I 'm the  d i rec to r  o f  res ident ia l  se rv ices  fo r  Mary  11 

Haven Center  o f  Hope .   And  I  had  come he re  today  12 

because I  d id  want  to  make  one  comment  o r  a  13 

coup le  o f  comments .   And  I  app rec ia te  you g uys  14 

exp la in ing  the  po l i t i ca l  - -  w hat 's  happen ing  15 

po l i t i ca l l y .  16 

 I ' ve  been in  th i s  f i e ld  fo r  28  yea rs ,  and 17 

I  run  a  prog ram ca l l ed  New Hope,  wh ich  i s  1 00 18 

pe rcen t  s ta te  funded  p rogram.   So I 'm no t  h e re  19 

fo r  the  so le  pu rpose  o f  p ro tec t i ng  my progr am.   20 

Bu t  what  I  am he re  to  say  is  t ha t  what  I ' ve  seen  21 

- -  we run  a  c r i s is  cen te r ,  an d  tha t ' s  a  s ta t e  22 

funded  p rogram.   We do  about  1 ,000  admiss io ns  a  23 

year  - -  chemica l  dependency .   And what  I  hav e 24 

seen  in  Nassau County  in  28  years  i s  abso lu te l y  25 
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unpreceden ted .   And I  know Jamie  Bogenshutz  sa id  2 

you ' re  go ing  to  read  about  i t  in  t he  papers .   The 3 

p rob lem is  you ' re  no t  go ing  to  and  you  a re  no t  4 

read ing  abou t  i t  i n  the  papers  because  what  we  5 

have  seen tha t ' s  unp recedented  in  Nassau  Co unty  6 

cu r ren t l y  i s  the  number  o f  acc iden ta l  overd oses  7 

tha t  i s  happen ing  to  those  ch i ld ren .  8 

 I 'm see ing  - -  obv ious l y  you k now the  9 

change  tha t  we have seen  f rom crack  to  hero in  to  10 

p i l l s ,  and  you ' ve  seen  the  b ig  t i cke t  i t ems  in  11 

the  newspapers  - -  the  pharmac ies  and  a l l  o f  tha t .   12 

Bu t  the  fami l ies ,  the  fami l i es  o f  the  acc id enta l  13 

overdoses ,  you ' re  no t  see ing  i n  the  newspap er .  14 

 Severa l  Thursdays  ago I  came to  work  and  15 

there  was a  vo i cemai l  f rom a  fa the r  who had  been  16 

in  New Hope,  and  h is  son  hadn ' t  been  in  the re  fo r  17 

a  coup le  o f  mon ths .   He sa id  my son is  dead ,  and  18 

i t ’ s  an  acc iden ta l  ove rdose.   We ' re  see ing  wh i te ,  19 

m idd le  c lass ,  any  h igh  schoo l  in  Nassau Cou n ty  - -  20 

f rom back  then,  they ' re  now 22 ,  23 ,  they ' re  21 

ma les ,  t hey ' re  females ,  there  are  more  fema les  22 

than  the re  a re  males ,  and they ' re  dy ing  o f  23 

acc identa l  overdoses .   I t ' s  n o t  on  purpose.  24 

 The fa ther  sa id ,  when he  ca l l ed  me  and  he  25 
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sa id  tha t  h i s  son had overdosed,  he  sa id  th e re  2 

were  fou r  ove rdoses ,  acc iden ta l  - -  t h i s  i s  i n  3 

Apr i l ,  t he  same day  tha t  h is  son  and  an  18  yea r  4 

o ld  g i r l  t he  nex t  day .   That ' s  f i ve  acc iden ta l  5 

overdoses  in  one  day .   The re  i s  an  abso lu te  6 

s i len t  ep idemic  o f  acc iden ta l  overdoses .  7 

 So  when we  ge t  t o  the  $150  m i l l i on  and  8 

we ' re  look ing  a t  - -  there  were  some rea l l y  g rea t  9 

th ings ,  fo r  me,  th ings  tha t  were  be ing  sa id  abou t  10 

cho ices  tha t  have to  be  made .   So when  we ' r e  11 

ta lk ing  abou t  cho ices ,  we ' re  ta l k ing  about  I  12 

wou ld  th ink  tha t  we wou ld  s ta r t  w i th  the  l i f e  and 13 

death ,  and  we  s ta r t  w i th  the  - -  there ' s  a  me d ica l  14 

ep idemic  tha t ' s  happen ing  in  Nassau Coun ty .   I  15 

don ' t  know i f  t here  is  any  way ,  when  they  t h row 16 

them back  in to  tha t  mix  o f  th e  $150 mi l l ion  and 17 

mak ing  cho ices ,  can anybody ge t  to  the  med i ca l  18 

examiner 's  o f f i ce?   Because I  can ' t  ge t  tho se 19 

s ta ts .   20 

 VOICE:    Your  th ree  minu tes  have  exp i red .  21 

 MR.  MORSE:    I  spoke  to  the  med ica l  22 

examiner  myse l f ,  and  she  sa id  every  s ing le  day  23 

they ' re  dea l i ng  w i th  th i s .   So ,  i f  t he re 's  24 

anybody tha t  can  ge t  some s ta ts  f rom the  me d ica l  25 
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examiner 's  o f f i ce  o f  how many  acc identa l  2 

overdoses  have the re  been in  Nassau Coun ty  o f  ou r  3 

ch i l d ren  i n  2012  and  11 .  Maybe  tha t  w i l l  do  4 

someth ing .   I  don ' t  know.    5 

 VOICE:    Your  th ree  minu tes  have  exp i red .  6 

 MR.  MORSE:    Thank  you .  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    L ione l  Ch i t t y .  8 

 MR.  CHITTY:   Good a f te rnoon.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  t he  las t  s l i p  10 

tha t  I  have.   And r i gh t  a f te r  tha t  we w i l l  go  11 

i n to  a  mee t ing  o f  the  Ru les  Commi t tee .  12 

 MR.  CHITTY:    My  name is  L ione l  Ch i t ty .   13 

I 'm the  Pres iden t  o f  t he  H icksv i l l e  Chamber  o f  14 

Commerce .   Thank  you  fo r  a l l ow ing  me  to  spe ak 15 

today .  16 

 I  jus t  wan ted  to  bas ica l l y  say  tha t  th is  17 

coun t ry  was bu i l t  bas i ca l l y  w i th  eve rybody 18 

work ing  toge the r .   And  I 'm  qu i te  sure  we ' l l  be  19 

ab le  to  ge t  t h rough th is .   So  we  imp lo re  yo u  to  20 

p lease  work  toge ther  to  ge t  pas t  t h i s .   I ’m  go ing  21 

to  be  meet ing  w i th  some o f  th e  l oca l  agenc ie s  22 

he re  so  we  can have a  p lan  to  he lp  them get  23 

th rough th is .   We a l l  unders tand  tha t  we  ne ed to  24 

t i gh ten  ou r  be l t s .   Bu t  aga in ,  we unders tan d  and  25 
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we  do imp lore  you to  come to  some type  o f  2 

ag reemen t  in  o rder  to  ge t  pas t  t h i s .  3 

 Thank you ve ry  much fo r  your  t ime.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams.  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .  7 

 I  jus t  have someth ing  rea l  qu i ck .   I  8 

wanted  to  wa i t  f o r  eve rybody  to  speak.   Obv ious l y  9 

everybody ' s  l e f t ,  so  no t  t oo  many peop le  ar e  10 

go ing  to  hea r  th is .   Bu t  I  t h ink  i t  se rves  11 

p ruden t  tha t  we  co r rec t  the  reco rd .  12 

 Number  one .   The  Pres id ing  O f f i cer  c i t ed  13 

a  le t te r  t ha t  has  been  descr ibed  as ,  as  he  sees  14 

i t ,  in  regards  to  oppos i t i on  on  bond ing  fo r  the  15 

coun ty .   But  I  j us t  want  to  make  sure  the  r eco rd  16 

i s  very  c lea r .  17 

 There  was a  par t  o f  the  le t te r  t ha t  the  18 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  chose no t  t o  read in to  th e  19 

reco rd .   The  l i ne  s ta tes ,  Of  cou rse ,  t he  ca ucus  20 

w i l l  con t i nue  to  vo te  fo r  respons ib le  bond 21 

o rd inances  to  pay  fo r  p ruden t  lega l  se t t lem ents .   22 

I  th ink  what  the  P res id ing  Of f i cer  a lso  miss ed  in  23 

h i s  commenta ry  i s  tha t  t h i s  s ide  o f  the  a is le  has  24 

suppor ted  bond ing ,  no t  j us t  once ,  no t  jus t  tw ice .   25 
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We suppor ted  the  bond ing  fo r  t he  CSEA incen t ive ,  2 

wh ich  bas i ca l l y  he lped  the  county  save  mone y ,  as  3 

coun ty  worke rs  were  a l lowed t o  l eave  the  cou nty  4 

under  an  i ncent i ve  p rogram,  and then  we sup por ted  5 

the  same th ing  fo r  t he  po l i ce  un ions .   Both  i t ems 6 

requ i r ing  probab ly  c lose  to  70  to  $80 mi l l i on  in  7 

bond ing .    8 

 So ,  f rom the  s tandpo in t  to  s tay ,  yes ,  the  9 

l e t te r  sa id  wha t  the  l e t te r  sa id .   But  t o  us e  the  10 

l e t te r  ou t  o f  contex t  I  th ink  is  no t  p ruden t  fo r  11 

th is  par t i cu la r  ma t te r .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  be  happy  to  13 

concede tha t  po in t .   And  i t  was  my  e r ro r  in  no t  14 

mak ing  the  en t i re  le t te r  par t  o f  t he  record ,  15 

wh ich  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  do  a t  t h is  po in t  now.  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  the  18 

meet ing  o f  t he  Ru les  Commi t tee  - -  19 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Excuse m e .   I  had  20 

pu t  in  a  separa te  s l ip .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You a l ready  spoke 22 

a l ready ,  ma 'am.  23 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    No.   I  h ad pu t  a  24 

s l ip  i n  fo r  a  separa te  i ssue ,  no t  to  combin e  them 25 
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and confuse them.   And  i t  won ' t  take  l ong.  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no .   I t  doesn ' t  3 

work  tha t  way .  4 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Wel l ,  th en when  I  5 

ment ioned tha t  was  the  reason  to  the  person  who 6 

took  the  fo rms,  she shou ld  have in fo rmed  me  o f  7 

tha t  I  wou ld  have done  the  two  togethe r .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  tha t .   9 

Bu t  we  have - -  10 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    But  t h is  i s  a  t ime ly  11 

th ing .   I t  has  to  do  w i th  the  NYCE Bus  tha t  12 

changed the  schedu les  yes terd ay ,  June 24 ,  w i thou t  13 

no t i ce  to  i t s  r i de rsh ip  and to  many o f  i t s  bus  14 

d r ivers .   So  I  rea l l y  wou ld  sugges t  - -  i t ' s  jus t  15 

a  reques t  tha t  whomever  i s  i n  charge  o f  the  16 

overs igh t  commi t tee ,  maybe  they  shou ld  do  s ome 17 

overs igh t .  18 

 There  was no  announcement .   There  are  19 

s t i l l  announcements  in  the  bus  say ing  there  is  20 

go ing  to  be  a  schedu le  on  Apr i l  8 ,  2012,  bu t  21 

there  is  no  no t i ces  o f  t he  changes  tha t  wen t  i n to  22 

e f fec t  yes te rday .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ma 'am,  where  exac t ly  24 

do  you  l i ve?  25 
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 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Where  exac t ly  do  I  2 

l i ve?  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yeah .  Va l l ey  S t ream? 4 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    On the  N -1 .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Why don ' t  you  ca l l  - -  6 

i t ' s  f i ve  o ' c lock  now.   We can ' t  do  any th in g  now.  7 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I 'm  no t  ask ing  you 8 

to  do  any th ing  now.   I ’m  ask ing  you - -  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  you  had  ca l led  - -  10 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    whoever  i s  in  cha rge 11 

o f  ove rs igh t  - -  and I  a l so  th ink  you  need to  know 12 

tha t  f o r  you r  cons t i tuen ts .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  you  had  ca l led  14 

your  l eg is la to r  ins tead o f  wa i t i ng  to  s tand  up  15 

he re  and  make  a  grands tand ,  we  cou ld  - -  16 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I t ' s  no t  a  17 

g rands tand ,  s i r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    have  had  an  answer  19 

fo r  you by  now.  20 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I  don ' t  wan t  to  be  21 

bab ied  by  you .   I  don ’ t  l i ke  be ing  bab ied  b y  22 

peop le .    23 

 I  have  pu t  t h is  in  p rocess  w i th  my  24 

leg i s la to r ,  who  is  aware  o f  t h is .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  136  Full Legislature – 6-25-12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ' l l  t ake  a  mo t ion  to  2 

- -  3 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    But  you a l l  have 4 

cons t i tuen ts  - -  he 's  no t  resp ons ib le  fo r  5 

i n fo rm ing you r  cons t i t uents  tha t  t he re  were  some 6 

- -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  w i l l  t ake  a  mo t ion  8 

to  ad jou rn  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re ,  p lease.  9 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    ma jor  ch anges  10 

yes terday .  11 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  12 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mo t ion  by  Leg is la to r  14 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  15 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  ad journmen t  p lease  16 

say  aye.  17 

 (Aye . )  18 

 Any  opposed?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 We s tand  ad journed .  21 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  22 

ad journed a t  4 :51  p .m. )  23 

 24 

 25 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  2 n d  day  o f  Ju l y ,  2012.  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


